
Giving is an act of worship 

Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the 
jirstjruits of all your produce; - Proverbs 3:9 

Each week we collect money as part of our worship 
service, but it seems odd that God would need our 
money. After all, the Bible says He owns the cattle 
on a thousand hills (Psalm 50:10). Does He really 
need our money? 

No. But we really need to give. We need to give 
because, ultimately, everything belongs to God 
(Psalm 24: 1). We are stewards/ managers of what 
God entrusts us with. It's His, not ours. We're 
administrating it for Him - and He wants us to be 
generous with it (Acts 20:35, Luke 6:38, Luke 
21:1-4, Matthew 6:21, 1 Timothy 6:17-19). We are 
most like God when we are generous and generosity 
keeps selfishness at bay. 

The Apostle Paul makes it clear we are not to give 
under compulsion (2 Corinthians 9:7), but that 
doesn't mean God doesn't give us some guidelines to 
help us give faithfully. God challenges us to give 
faithfully. In fact, He challenges us to test Him 
when it comes to giving. 

Bring the foil tithes into the storehouse, that there may 

be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, 

says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows 

of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing 

until there is no more need. -Malachi 3:10 

This text raises all kinds of questions. Let's be clear 
out of the gate when we talk to the blessings of 
giving our tithes and offerings. God's blessings can 
show up in many different ways. We are not at all 
advocating a prosperity gospel where giving a little 
bit of the church now promises you bountiful 
finances in the future. The Bible and Christian 
history are replete with examples of godly people 
who have suffered tremendously. Rather, we believe 
God wants to use giving to shape our hearts to be 
generous like His. 

Bring the full tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put 
me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and 
pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. - Malachi 3:10 

Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheeiful giver. - 2 Corinthians 9:7 

What is the 'full tithe?' 

Tithing is an interesting word. What does it 
mean? It literally means to give a tenth. We 
need to be careful here. We don't want to 
submit to some kind of giving legalism, but we 
do want to start from a good base line that God 
lays out in the Scriptures. Tithing is a great 
bench mark to shoot for and/or starting point 
for giving. God wants us to be generous like He 
is generous. Tithing is what we are to work up 
to, and move on from, on our journey towards 
generosity. 

Some people like to think of tithing as the 
ceiling for their giving. We believe, in time, 
tithing is not a ceiling, but that goal to shoot 
for and go beyond. Some people aren't giving at 
all and are saddled with debt. We want to 
encourage you to set the goal of tithing some
day, but start with 1 o/o - or maybe 3% - and 
start gradually working up as you adjust your 
spending habits and learn to live within your 
means. 
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What's the deal with the 'storehouse?' 

We know there are tons of great organizations 
that we can give to - and we should. But when 
we talk about giving to the storehouse, we 
encourage giving first to the local church where 
you're worshiping. By giving to the local store
house, we're giving to the place where we're 
making a local connection and from where 
we're supporting missionaries around the world. 
There's also a surrender that comes from giving 
our first 1 Oo/o to the local church and trusting 
the leadership to use those funds in a God-hon
oring way. 

What are offerings? 
I get tithing, but what are offerings? Are they 
different? Remember, the tithe is goal a to reach 
and grow beyond. Our tithes and offerings are 
gifts and acts of worship, but we also want 
them to shape us into generous people. That 
means we want to be available to give in other 
ways as well. 

Offerings are those gifts- because we're thank
ful or moved by the Holy Spirit - to give on 
top of our tithe. Offerings are those "above and 
beyond" gifts that we give toward mission trips, 
the poor, local charities, and the like. God 
definitely wants us to respond to these opportu
nities above and beyond our regular tithes. 



Three Key Principles in Giving 

Okay. So we know God is calling us to give gener
ously by tithing to the local storehouse and giving 
offerings to other opportunities inside and outside 
the church. But "how" are we supposed to give? 
What are some helpful principles for giving? Well, 
there are plenty, but we want to direct your atten
tion to these three: 

Consistendy. In 1 Corinthians 16 the Apostle Paul 
is instructing the people of a local church in 
Corinth about the consistency of giving ... 
Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I 
directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are to do. 
On the first day of every week, each of you is to put 
something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so 
that there will be no collecting when I come. 
- 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 

Cheerfully. The Bible is dear. God loves a cheerful 
giver (look back at 2 Corinthians 9:7). We don't 
give and plaster a fake smile on so that God will 
love us. Rather, God changes us as we give. So we 
give, knowing God is going to bless us by shaping 
us into cheerful givers as we entrust ourselves to His 
instruction and care when it comes to giving. 

Sacrificially. Jesus is our prime example in sacrifice 
Qohn 15:13), so are the churches in ancient Mace
donia (see 2 Corinthians 8) who demonstrated great 
generosity as they gave out of their poverty, much 
like the poor widow who Jesus affirmed (Mark 
12:41-44) who did not give out of her surplus, but 
gave all she had. I love how the great Christian 
thinker of last century, CS Lewis, said it: ""I do not 
believe one can settle how much we ought to give. I am 
afraid the only safe rule is to give more than we can 
spare. In other words, if our expenditure on comforts, 
luxuries, amusements, etc, is up to the standard 
common among those with the same income as our 
own, we are probably giving away too little. If our 
charities do not at all pinch or hamper us, I should say 
they are too small 1here ought to be things we should 
like to do and cannot do because our charitable 
expenditure excludes them. " 

How do I go about giving here? 

Obviously pray, read over these Scriptures, and 
make up your mind and give. For Kristi and I, we 
started out being challenged like this brochure has sought to 
do; work up to and go beyond a tithe to our local church 
(storehouse), and seek to grow more and more generous as 
opportunities arise to give offiring.r. So we have been doing 
that and each year in addition to adjusting for raises we keep 
seeking to tithe to our church, give offering to Faith Promise, 
support short term missiom trip, give to the police fund, local 
schools, help kids in sports, anonymously surprise people with 
gifts, and more as God bring.r opportunities. Sure we pray, 
and have to say no a lot. (Pastor Mike's story) We know 
it's all God's resources and we want to be wise, but 
we also want to reflect our great gracious and 
generous God. 

So, practically, how do we give funds to the 
church? 

Bring a check or cash to the church on Sunday for 
the offering or Monday through Thursday to the 
church. If you use cash and want it recorded for tax 
purposes or just so you have a record as to what you 
are giving to the church, please provide your name 
and address. All giving is confidential. 

If it is helpful, the church can provide for you 
numbered envelopes, like payment envelopes, that 
you can use to bring your check in or place it in the 
mail. 

Automated Banking. You can have your bank issue 
the church a consistent check (please consult your 
bank for that option). 

On-Line Giving. You can visit our website and set 
up a giving plan. 

Cell Phone App: You can access our Elexio app 
through your phone and easily give there. (Please 
call the office for more information) 

If you have any questions regarding your giving or 
need an accurate accounting of your giving you can 
contact Shannon Ryan (our church bookkeeper) at 
714-952-3001 or Shannon@cypresschurch.net. 

Thank you for your support of our church and for 
seeking to grow in this area of life and generosity. 
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A Biblical view of giving to our local 
church and beyond so we can 
support God's call and vision 

He has for our church 
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we endeavor to live and love like jesus as 
we compassionately relate to our 

community and beyond so all may 
thrive as followers of Christ. 
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