
 
 

Engage on Common Ground 
John 4:1-30 

Weekly Study Guide – November 10th, 2019 
 

This guide, beginning with Sunday’s main Bible passage, provides 

additional study and reflection for group discussions and/or personal 

study. Let these thoughts help you learn from God’s Word so you, and 

others, can thrive in Christ!  

 

A) Describe your favorite ethnic food or restaurant. What about it is 

different from the food you grew up eating? Similar?  

 

 

 

 

B) Review John 4:1-30. What points of this Sunday’s passage, or the 

sermon based on it, resonated with you? How were you 

encouraged or challenged? What questions came up? 

 

 

 

 

C) In John 4:7-26, how are Jesus and the Samaritan woman different 

ethnically? Morally? Religiously? In other ways? How does Jesus 

push past these potential barriers to share truth with her? 

D) In John 4:7-26, count the times the Samaritan woman asked 

Jesus a question. What kept her curious, despite all their 

differences? In John 4:29, 39-42, what were the results? 

 

 

 

 

E) What do we learn from Luke 9:51-56 and John 8:47-48 about the 

relationship between Jewish and Samaritan people in Jesus’ 

day? How does this shed light on His actions in John 4:7-26? 

 

 

 

 

F) How does John 4:7-15 compare with John 7:37-39? How did Jesus 

use common metaphors to describe eternal truths? How does 

John develop this idea in his later writing, in Revelation 21:5-7?  

 

 

 

 

G) Who, among your neighbors, is most different from you? How so? 

Now, think of that same neighbor and brainstorm what you two 

have in common. How could discussing those common things 

build relationship and trust, so you could share about the true 

hope and healing in Jesus with this neighbor?  

 

 

 

 

H) In John 4:16-19, Jesus acknowledged the Samaritan woman’s 

sinful lifestyle, yet in gentle enough way that she was still 

willing to exploring deep spiritual questions with Him. What 

sins of your neighbors shock and grieve you? How can you 

patiently look past those sins, for the time being, in order to 

kindly explore their spiritual questions, so they can eventually 

meet the One who breaks us free from all sin?  

 



 
 

Engage on Common Ground 
John 4:1-30 

Additional Resources – November 10th 2019 
 

Cypress Church endeavors to live and love like Jesus  

as we compassionately relate to our community and beyond  

so that all will thrive as followers of Christ! 

 

“Building life-changing connection starts on common ground” 

 

Sermon Outline 

Introduction  

Matthew 22:39, James 2:8, Leviticus 19:18, Galatians 5:14 

Jeremiah 29:7 

Luke 10:19 

John 20:31 

 

Ways Jesus sought to engage our world 

John 1:1-14 – Jesus entered humanity 

John 2a – Jesus at a wedding shows the generosity of God 

John 2b – Jesus confronts hypocrisy and reveals He is the true 

connection with God 

John 3 – Jesus answers questions and explains how faith in Him 

is rebirth 

 

Four Areas to Find Common Ground through Barriers  

 

I. Around Gatherings   (John 4:1-8) 

Jacob’s Well: Genesis 33:19, 48:22, Joshua 24:32 

  

II. Over Differences   (John 4:9, 20-22) 

 

III. Across Beliefs   (John 4:10-15, 23-26) 

 1st Peter 3:15 

 

IV. Through Life Issues   (John 4:16-19, 27-30) 

 Philippians 4:19 

 Hebrews 4:15 

 

 

 

Learn more about the Gospel of John  

For a helpful overview video and poster of the Book of John, 

where this week’s passage comes from, check out 

thebibleproject.com/explore/john  

 

 


