
 
 

Engaging Others  
Empowered by Jesus 

Colossians 3:17-4:1–October 17, 2021 
Weekly Discussion & Study Guide  

 

This guide, beginning with Sunday’s main Bible passage, provides 
additional study and reflection for group discussions and/or personal 

study. Our prayer is this guide will help you learn from God’s Word this 
week so you and others can thrive in Christ!  

A) What was your favorite work environment? What about the 
relationships there made it great? 

 
 
B)  If you’ve been reading our ACF daily devotional book 
recently, how has God been speaking to you through Proverbs? 
 
 
 
C)  In Colossians 3:18-19, what 2 roles are identified? What are 
they call to? For what reasons? Now, in 3:20-21, what 2 new roles 
are addressed? What instructions are they given? What 
motivates these instructions? 

D)  Who is addressed in Colossians 3:22? In 3:22-23, how are they 
instructed to live "in Christ”? How does 3:24-25 detail their 
motivation for acting this way? On the flip side, what does Paul 
also call their bosses to in 4:1? 

 

E)  What does Paul call wives to in Ephesians 5:22-24? What does 
he call husbands to in Ephesians 5:25-33? What should drive 
these attitudes and actions? How does this expand on 
Colossians 4:18-19?  

 

F)  See Philemon 1:15-19. Who is Paul writing to (1:1)? Who is the 
servant/slave Paul is sending back to him (1:10)? How do Paul's 
instructions in Colossians 3:22-4:1 get personal, knowing who 
delivered them to whom (4:9)? 

 

G)  Putting on the new self in Christ should shape our marriages, 
our families, and our workplace relationships (Colossians 3:18-
4:1).  Who have you seen modeling how to live out these 
instructions well? Which of these 3 areas have you seen 
transformed by Christ’s work in your life? How so? Give God 
thanks!  

 

H) Which of these 3 areas (marriage, family, workplace) might 
God be calling you to lean into more, following Paul’s 
instructions here in Colossians 3:18-4:1? How can you "put off” 
old habits and "put on” Christ’s virtues to improve your 
relationships in this area? Pray, asking God for help, focus, and 
resolve!  



 
Engaging Others  

Empowered by Jesus 
Colossians 3:17-4:1–October 17, 2021 

 
When we engage others, empowered 

by Jesus’ will and way, they are 
blessed, and we thrive 

 
 
Introduction Notes: 
 Colossian 3:17 
 Colossians 1:15-17, 2:6-7, 3:12-14 
 

Three Areas of life to Reflect the Name of Jesus 
 
Empowered to Participate and Love as in Marriage Colossians 

3:18-19 
  
 Genesis 2:24, Matthew 19:5-6, Mark 10:8, Ephesians 5:31 
 Colossians 3:23 
 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 

 
 

Empowered to Obey and Affirm as in Family Colossians 3:20-21  
  
 Colossian 3:17 
 Ephesians 6:1-3 
 1 Samuel 15, 15:22-23 
 Ephesians 4:29, Hebrews 10:24 

 
 
Empowered to Diligence and Justice as in Business Colossians 

3:22-4:1 

 
 Philemon 1:1-25 

 

 
 
Reading Guide 

Every 'All Church Focus' includes renewed opportunity to engage 
Scripture. Our Sundays and Life Groups will explore Colossians: a big 
vision of wisdom in God’s world. Our homemade daily devotional 
booklet will explore Proverbs: day to day wisdom for engaging 
neighbors, family, friendship, and more. Pick up your copy for a $10 
suggested donation and join dozens of others throughout our church 
reading through Proverbs each day together this season! 

1. Monday, October 11  Colossians 3:18-4:1 
2. Tuesday, October 12  Proverbs 21 
3. Wednesday, October 13  Proverbs 22 
4. Thursday, October 14  Proverbs 23 
5. Friday, October 15                Proverbs 24 
 

 

 
 
 

 
For those who haven’t 
shared their “loving my 
neighbor” story, please 
share. As Fall holidays 

approach, brainstorm some ideas for how your group (as 
individuals or a group) can continue blessing your neighbors!   
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