
• To magnify and glori-
fy God in worship,
prayer and praise.

• To fellowship, nur-
ture and disciple all
members and visi-
tors in the ways of
life based on Biblical
teachings.

• To take Jesus Christ,
His Word, and His
Love to all people in
our community and
the world.
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In many ways, it was unfortunate that our particular branch of the Christian Church 
got tagged with the name “Presbyterian.” It stemmed from the fact that the 
Reformation in the British Isles got embroiled in conflict over how the Protestant 
Church should be governed. The Church of England (the mother church of the 
Anglican tradition) chose governance by bishops, so that in many places outside of 
England this tradition known as the “Episcopal” Church” (episcopos being the New 
Testament Greek word for “bishop”). The Church of Scotland, on the other hand,
(the mother church of those who came to be called Presbyterian) chose to model 
their governance on that of the “Reformed” tradition, with power being shared in the 
hands of “Elders” (presbyteros being the New Testament Greek word for “elder”). I 
am happy with the Presbyterian form of government, I must say. But what a shame 
that we got named for it!

Outside of the English-speaking world, churches of our tradition are not generally 
referred to as “Presbyterian.” Instead, they use the word “Reformed.” This came not 
as a description of their form of government, but a word used to describe their (and 
our) theology. In doctrine, we claim to be “reformed according to the Word of God.” 
The implication was that the Reformation was about reforming the holy catholic 
church. Thus, to be “Reformed” was short-form for claiming to be a “Reformed 
Christian” or even a “Reformed Catholic.” It was not until nineteenth century that 
many Reformed Protestants decided that the word “Catholic” was a bad word, and 
quit using it altogether. Honestly, this was a sad development. The word is all over the 
writings and confessions of the Reformation, as the Churches of the Reformation 
claimed to be a proper reform of the Catholic Church itself, and not so much a split 
from it.

So what does it mean to be “Reformed” then? This month we will begin a once-a-
month study of a book recently published by three very able and faithful Reformed 
theologians, Generously Reformed: Theology Rooted Deep and Wide. Deeper in this 
newsletter there is more detail about this book and our study.

But in our highly charged age, the word “Reformed” sometimes becomes something 
like an empty glass that one pours whatever he wants into it. It is used by churches 
and denominations theologically more liberal that we are. It is also used by churches 
that are theologically reactionary and restrictive. Some groups that use the term are 
cult-like, even.

This study will give us a good grounding for reflecting on what it means to be 
Reformed. To be Reformed is not just being “Presbyterian”. It is to be a part of a 
worldwide family, a Tradition that spans the world and is international. It also means 
that we are rooted in a faith that cannot be reduced down to a few 
slogans (TULIP, or the “Solas”, for example). There is real content
to the Reformed Tradition. At its best, the Reformed Tradition is
a great way to navigate between and avoid the dangers of
theological progressivism as well as theological 
fundamentalism, both of which are real threats to
the Church today.

Grace and Peace, Pastor Walter L. Taylor 
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September 6: Communion
“The Mind of Christ”: Philippians 2:1-18: In a well-known passage that may well be 
a hymn text that Paul included in his letter, the apostle calls the Philippians (and 
us) to the supreme example in life and death as a model for our living.

Hymns: 163 At the Name of Jesus
480 Come, for the Feast Is Spread

 78 Psalm 103: O Bless the Lord, My Soul

September 13: 
“Fellow Laborers”: Philippians 2:19-30: Paul introduces two of his fellow laborers in 
the Gospel, Timothy and Epaphroditus. What do we know of these two men? How 
does Paul see his relationship to them? What does this have to teach us about our 
fellow laborers in the faith?

Hymns: 115 All Creatures of Our God and King
296 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name
516 Jesus, I Live to Thee

September 20:
“Rubbish!”: Philippians 3:1-11: Paul gives his own “testimony” to the Philippians, 
but it is a very different kind of testimony than the kind we often hear. Paul’s 
testimony also has something to say about how we view the Christian’s 
relationship with the Jewish faith.

Hymns: 111 This Is My Father’s World
  242 Not All the Blood of Beasts
  705 I Know Whom I Have Believed

September 27: 
“Citizenship in Heaven”: Philippians 3:12-21: Paul reflects on the Christian life, on 
what we call “sanctification,” and calls the Philippians to follow in this path.

Hymns: 119 I Sing the Almighty Power of God
  706 Jesus Lives, and So Shall I
  581 Fight the Good Fight



� Our Adult Sunday School will meet again for the first time after the August summer break on Sunday, 
September 13 at 9:15 AM and we want to invite you to join us! Sunday School gives you a great 
opportunity to grow in faith and knowledge, plus it gives you a chance to get to know others in our 
congregation better. 

Pastor Walter Taylor will continue the study of the Book of Psalms through the month of October. After 
that we will study what the Gospel narratives tell us about the birth of Jesus. 

Would you be interested in teaching a four- to eight-week study in 2027? Whether you are interested in 
teaching about a Bible book, church history, or a topic related to our life as Christians, the Nurture 
Committee would love to hear from you! Maybe you do not want to teach a whole study, but would be 
interested in being a substitute teacher? The Nurture Committee would love to hear from you as well! 
Talk to our Assistant Pastor, Agnes Taylor or committee chair Amanda Jackway, and they will share your 
name and ideas with the committee! 

� After Sunday School, we will resume our weekly Pre-Service Prayer Meeting. Our prayers will be focused 
on God’s glory, our worship service, and our spiritual growth as a congregation.

Everyone is invited to join: elders, deacons, church members and regular attendees! Whether you have 
previously participated in a church prayer meeting or not, please join us, even if it is to pray silently. 

Psalm 29:2 – “Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the Lord in the splendor of 
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SEPTEMBER 13TH
On Sunday, September 13th, we will Kick-Off our new educational year 

with a big bang! 
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Starting:

Sunday, September 20

5:00 p.m.

What does it mean to be “Reformed”? What is “Reformed Theology” or the “Reformed
Tradition”? Beginning Sunday evening, September 20, Dr. Taylor will lead a study/discussion
group based on the recently published book Generously Reformed: Theology Rooted Deep and
Reaching Wide (Baker Academic: 2026, 216 pages). This book was written by three very good
Reformed theologians from very different places, yet who share in a love of Christ, his Church,
and the Reformed Tradition. The writers are Todd Billings, Suzanne McDonald,
and Alberto La Rosa Rojas (some of you may remember Todd Billings from his excellent book,
The End of the Christian Life, which some of us studied together several years ago). This study
will meet on the third Sunday of the month at 5p.m. and will run for 8 months.

Generously Reformed is a good read, but a book that needs to be read slowly and probed (thus
we will meet once a month). If you are interested or otherwise have any questions, please contact
Dr. Taylor. If you would like for him to order the book for you, please let him know in good
time. Otherwise, the book is available from Amazon, among other sources.



Men’s Home Bible Study
Wednesday, September 2

8:30 a.m.— 9:30 a.m.
Mroczeks' home: 305 Lord Thomas Avenue/Southport

OIEPC                       PAGE 5

Our Men’s Bible study group will resume meeting Wednesday morning, September 2nd at 8:30 A.M. We’ll 
meet every two weeks for about an hour this Fall.  We will be considering the book of I Peter. This book 
illustrates many spiritual truths and their practical applications. Christians, both then and now, have been 
granted an opportunity to live as pilgrims, exiles and ambassadors of Christ, while personally engaging
with people who often have radically different beliefs and values. How can we do that in these times? Let’s 
learn together!

Newcomers and visitors to OIEPC are welcome to join our small group to consider the
deep truths of this book and enjoy the fellowship, coffee and desserts with us. We
plan to meet on 9/2, 9/16, 9/30, 10/14, 10/28 before taking a break prior to the
men’s retreat and the holiday season. 
Contact Dirk Mroczek: mroczek.dirk@gmail.com if you have any questions.

NEW WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
STARTING MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 @ 7:00 PM

Join biblical culturalist Kristi McLelland as she unpacks the life of the early church in the book 
of Acts in her Bible study: The Gospel on the Ground: The Grit & Glory of the Early Church in 
Acts. Kristi is a wonderful Bible teacher, with a great knowledge of Jewish culture in the time 
of Jesus.

For the vast majority of his life, Jesus never travelled outside of a one-hundred-mile radius 
from where he was born, but today his name is spoken in every corner of the earth. The 
Gospel on the Ground is the story of how Jesus’ message of hope and reconciliation began to 
spread from Jerusalem and how it is still spreading today. 
Learn how the kingdom of God is always on the move - always looking outward to bring meaning and joy to a 
world searching for true fulfillment and hope. Explore the call of Jesus to his disciples then and to us today. See 
how God's Word can sustain us even in the most difficult of times and embrace the transformative grace we 
experience as children of God in his kingdom of celebration.

Ladies, we invite you to join the Women’s Bible Study, gain new insights and enjoy warm fellowship! We meet in 
the Disciples (Sunday School) Room on Mondays at 7:00 PM. 

You can order your own book, or you can contact Pastor Agnes Taylor before Monday, August 24 if you would like 
her to order a book for you. Books are $24.99 each. 



7 p.m.
 September 15

COMMUNITY

ATTENTION MEN!

The first meeting of the new Men’s Bible Study Fellowship Group for the 2026-2027 study of Romans will be on 
September 15, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. in the OIEPC Disciples Room.
Bible Study Fellowship uses a 4-step study model:

�� Between the weekly group meetings, answer questions compiled by BSF on the current week’s scripture 
from Romans

�� Discuss the answers in the group meeting

�� At the group meeting, watch online a teaching lesson on the urrent week’s scripture

�� Read lesson notes on the scripture discussed at the group meeting

To learn more about Bible Study Fellowship and the Romans study, visit the following website:
bsfinternational.org

If you would like to participate in the Romans study or discuss any questions you may have:
Email Ken Eagle at ken@morriseagle.com
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Starting at OIEPC:
Tuesday

NURSERY NEEDS
To provide a safe and welcoming environment for nursery-age children (ages 0 
through 3), and to protect the liability of our church, we need to have two 
adults (18 years and older) present in our Nursery at all times. 

Assisting our Nursery Coordinator Keena Knox is easy and fun! You do 
NOT have to get on the floor, pick up children or change diapers! Keena will 
take care of that. What we need is your loving and friendly presence in the 
Nursery, making children feel welcome and at home. This is a ministry 
opportunity for women and men, young and old (that is, 18 and older). Many 
Sundays there will not be any children in the Nursery. In that case you will be 
able to go to the Sanctuary to hear the sermon, if you want. Otherwise, you can 
watch the worship service on the TV in the Nursery.

Please note that if we do not have two adults in the Nursery, we 
unfortunately cannot provide childcare, which may cause a problem for 
visiting families! 

There is a sign-up sheet on the small bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall, 
outside the Nursery. Pick a couple of dates to assist in the Nursery and help us 
to provide this ministry to families with young children!
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All household items and  
furniture are welcome.  

We cannot accept clothing.

Dona�ons
and

Baked Goods
Accepted:

Wednesday, September 9
10am - 2pm

 Thursday, September 10
10am - 2pm

Our OIEPC Yard Sale is being held to support the 
Lamar McKee Scholarship fund.

This fund helps local High School graduates 
continue their education at University and Trade 

Schools. 

Your unwanted items can make a real difference.

8am-2pm 
September 12      
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You’ll not want to miss the OIEPC Men’s Retreat to be held 
on Nov. 6-8 at the Montreat Conference Center, located in a 
beautiful mountain setting in western N.C.

We’ve reserved the entire Reynolds Lodge with places for 32 
men, and we’ll have a fireplace ready for us!

This will be a great time to gain new perspectives, renew 
and get away from it all! This retreat is open to the men of 
our church and their guests. If you have a friend or family 
member you think would benefit from this time in the 
mountains with us, they would be very welcome to join us.  
Our speaker will be Doug Vinez, a missionary to Zambia and 
dynamic Bible teacher who has preached  and spoken at 
OIEPC numerous times. Our topic will be:

 “Running the Race.”
There will be:
• teaching
• times for discussion
• reflection
• relaxing
• exploring the trails and surroundings 

This is an outstanding opportunity for us to encourage one another and to grow in 
our own walk with Him. The cost will be $175 for two nights and all meals. What a 
deal! Transportation details are being worked out, but you can ride with others if 
you’d rather not drive.

Interested?

• Please register by emailing Dirk Mroczek: mroczek.dirk@gmail.com 
• Making a check out to OIEPC for $175 by October 1.
• For all checks:  please write “Men’s Retreat” in the memo slot. 

Give Dirk a call or text @ 910-363-7034 if you have 
questions. Spaces are limited, a number of men have 
already registered, so reserve your spot now. 

Let’s head
for the hills

this November!

Men’s
Retreat

Friday, November 6
to

Sunday, November 8

DEADLINE:

october
1



There were lots of smiles on Tuesday morning August 11 at Southport Elementary.  Staff, faculty, and the 
administration were all blown away by the number of supplies delivered to the school. It took a long bed truck, 3 
hand trucks, and 8 volunteers to get all the supplies into the office supply room. 

The people of OIEPC were more generous this year than ever before and that is saying a lot! Whether you 
shipped supplies to the school or brought them to the church, thank you so much for your support of the 
teachers and students at our local elementary school. Knowing that they do not have to spend so much on 
school supplies is a blessing to teachers and parents alike. Students will be delighted to know that they have 
the best of supplies and that someone cared enough to help them learn.

Your generosity and kindness are examples of how Jesus cares about his Children, no matter what their age.
GOD Bless!! Ann Hunt Smith
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Next    

  Monday, 
September 14

    11 a.m.

Meeting: 

      WHAT HAPPENS IN CHILDREN’S CHURCH? 
Our Children’s Church has embarked on a journey through the multiple awards-winning 
Jesus Storybook Bible, written by Sally Lloyd-Jones and illustrated by Jago. The Jesus 
Storybook Bible DVDs that we use, tell the story beneath all the stories in the Bible: 
God’s great story of salvation. Children are invited to discover for themselves that Jesus 
is at the center of this great story and at the center of their story as well. They will 
discover that every story in the Bible whispers Jesus’ name. This is followed by a time of 
response to God’s Word through art, crafts or play. 

We invite you to be a part of this ministry! Choose some Sundays to assist in Children’s Church! There is a 
sign-up sheet in the Children’s Church room, the last room on the left side of the Fellowship Hall.  Come 
and discover for yourself how every Bible story whispers Jesus’ name!



The craft group is starting a new season with a new look! We will be meeting 
once a month, on every third Wednesday of the month. We welcome all 
crafters, sewists, and knitters.

Now for the new part! 
We will meet at in the Disciples Room and have a brown bag lunch afterwards. 
There will be cut kits available for the sewist. Ardene Noss will be there for 
instructions and demonstrations, so you do NOT have to be an experienced 
sewist. Bring your own sewing machine, plus an extension cord!

The kits will have a different theme each month: 
September: Adult bibs for Southport Health & Rehabilitation Center. 
October: Small quilts to wrap around a stuffed animal for foster care   
  children. 
November: Baby quilts for young foster care children.
December: Christmas placemats for shut ins. 

We welcome knitters to join us to make prayer shawls for our  
 church.

See you on:

September
16

10 AM

Monthly Meetings:
Third Wednesday of each month.

Bring a brown bag lunch!
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Oak Island EPC                              ACTIONS OF THE SESSION                          August 19, 2026        

Personnel Committee:
Leave was approved for Rev. Agnes Taylor.

Nurture & Education Committee:
The Church’s 50th Anniversary was celebrated on August 16, 2026 and there was a Fellowship Dinner
following the worship service. There will also be a Fellowship Potluck Dinner following services on
September 13, 2026.  Sunday School will resume on September 13, 2026 with the study of Psalms 
continuing.
Women’s Bible Study will resume on September 14, 2026 with a study of The Gospel on the Ground.

Outreach Committee:
The Digital Carillon has been installed.
Men’s Bible Study will resume meeting every two weeks beginning September 2, 2026 and will be
studying I Peter.  A Men’s Retreat at Montreat is being planned.

Worship Committee:
The next Communion will be September 6, 2026 with serving at the tables.

Stewardship and Finance Committee:
Financial report was provided.
Preparation has begun to work on 2027 budget and giving campaign.

Scholarship Committee:
The yard sale will be held on September12, 2026 and contributions and volunteers are being sought.

Nominating Committee:
Work is in process of obtaining nominees to fill officer slate for 2027.

Phil Johnson was approved as a Commissioner to the Presbytery Meeting at Hope Church in Richmond,
VA in September.
Buzz Smith has donated the Communion Table which he crafted.
The church has been offered a Kawai Heritage 200 Electronic Piano.

Respectfully Submitted, Brenda Hall, Clerk
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OCTOBER Newsletter
Due: September 15

If you have a need or prayer request, please call the church office or
email us.

All urgent prayer requests will then be shared through email to all church members. This will allow your pray-
er requests to be shared universally with your church family. Due to privacy laws, hospital admission infor-
mation is not available to your pastor. Thank you.

Rev. Dr. Walter L. Taylor, Pastor Rev.W.L.Taylor@gmail.com
Rev. Agnes Taylor, Assistant Pastor oakislandpcdce@gmail.com
Sherry Hardison, Office Administrator oakislandpc@gmail.com
Michael Byers, Bookkeeper oiepcbookkeeper@gmail.com
Donna Winrich, Director of Music donna.winrich@gmail.com
Ann Myers, Organist
Keena Knox, Nursery Coordinator

PRAYER LIST
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