
• To magnify and glori-
fy God in worship,
prayer and praise.

• To fellowship, nur-
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• To take Jesus Christ,
His Word, and His
Love to all people in
our community and
the world.
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The Pilgrims of Thanksgiving fame would not have approved of our Thanksgiving 
holiday. For starters, they would have disapproved of a preset, national day of 
Thanksgiving set by the calendar. For them, thanksgiving feasts were declared in 
response to the circumstances. The “Pilgrims” were hard-nosed “Puritans,” 
described in their time as being of the “hotter sort” of English Calvinists, for whom 
even the Calvinistic Netherlands (where they had lived for several years in exile) 
could not pass muster. The only regular “holiday” on their calendar was the 
Sabbath, the Lord’s Day, and no other—not even Easter, not even Christmas. 

Rather, they declared a feast or a fast depending on the circumstances they faced. 
A good harvest, the coming of peace, victory over their enemies—these were 
circumstances when they would call for a feast. A bad harvest, defeat in battle, a 
plague of disease—these were the things that would cause them to call for a fast. 

That first “Thanksgiving Day” for which we remember the Pilgrims was actually a 
three-day celebration (for all their austerity, they still knew how to party!). When a 
group of native Americans showed up at the celebration, and saw how meager the 
offerings were, they went hunting and brought back several deer to supplement the 
feast. Not only did they eat, but they played games, had contests, and celebrated 
the blessings given them by God. 

But such things were determined by circumstance, and not by a preset day on the 
calendar. 

It is striking that the “Pilgrims” of Massachusetts get the credit for Thanksgiving. 
Their Thanksgiving feast of 1621 was not the first one celebrated in what they 
called “the new world.” Native Americans had harvest celebrations of their own. 
Several English settlements had celebrated a day of Thanksgiving before that of the 
Pilgrims (in places like Jamestown, Virginia). In colonial America, Thanksgiving 
celebrations were done locally, usually as fall harvest celebrations. In 1789, the 
Congress and the first President, George Washington, called for a national day of 
Thanksgiving for Thursday, November 26 of that year. A few other Presidents made 
similar proclamations (though not Thomas Jefferson, as Jefferson thought it a 
violation of the Constitution to call the nation to a day of prayer and religious 
observances!). Finally, Thanksgiving Day as we know it was declared by President 
Abraham Lincoln for the fourth Thursday in November. It stuck, ironically, given that 
it was 1863, one of the bloodiest years in American history. Franklin Roosevelt did 
try, both in 1940 and 1941, to make Thanksgiving Day the third Sunday in 
November, to extend the Christmas shopping season by a week to help the 
economy. But football games were already scheduled, and so he didn’t try that 
again.

Well, for all of that, I am glad that we have a national Thanksgiving Day, and despite 
the disapproval of the Pilgrims I am happy to celebrate it. I have many great 
memories of Thanksgiving days in my youth (often my mother and I would drive to 
her brother’s home, my uncle Larry, where we would join him, my aunt, and my 
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cousins who lived in “the country” in rural west Georgia). For all but one year since becoming the Pastor of our 
congregation, I have celebrated Thanksgiving with those who gather in the Fellowship Hall here. But one thing I 
remember well is how, on all those Thanksgiving Days, there was a true sense of thankfulness around our tables. 

Oh, give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!
Sing to him, sing praises to him;
tell of all his wondrous works!
Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice! [Psalm 105:1-3]

Pastor Walter L. Taylor
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL – NEW STUDY STARTING
Our Adult Sunday School meets on Sunday mornings, from 9:15 AM until 10:00 AM. We invite you to join us! 
Sunday School gives you a great opportunity to grow in faith and knowledge and to get to know others in our 
congregation better.

For Sundays in November and December, our adult Sunday School class will study the Infancy Narratives in the 
Gospels of Matthew and Luke, as a preparation for our celebration of Christmas. Come and join us and see 
what these two Gospels each say about the coming of Christ in Bethlehem. We will begin this study on Sunday, 
November 1. We will not have Sunday School on Sunday, November 8, but will resume on the following Sunday, 
November 15.

Would you be interested in teaching a four- to eight-week study in 2027? Whether you are interested in teaching 
about a Bible book, church history, or a topic related to our life as Christians, the Nurture Committee would love 
to hear from you! Talk to our Assistant Pastor, Agnes Taylor or committee chair Amanda Jackway, and they will 
share your name and ideas with the committee!

PRE-SERVICE PRAYER MEETING
After Sunday School, we have our weekly Pre-Service Prayer Meeting. Our prayers are focused on God’s glory, 
our worship service, and our spiritual growth as a congregation.  Everyone is invited to join: elders, deacons, 
church members and regular attendees!  Whether you have previously participated in a church prayer meeting 
or not, please join us, even if it is to pray silently. Psalm 29:2 – “Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness.”

GENEROUSLY REFORMED STUDY  ~ Meets on the Third Sunday of the month at 5:00 PM.
The Generously Reformed Study is a study/discussion group based on the recently published book Generously 
Reformed: Theology Rooted Deep and Reaching Wide (Baker Academic: 2026, 216 pages). This book was 
written by three very good Reformed theologians from very different place, yet who share in a love of Christ, his 
Church and the Reformed Tradition: Todd Billings, Suzanne McDonald, and Alberto La Rosa Rojas.

Generously Reformed is a good read, but a book that needs to be read slowly and probed (thus, we will meet 
once a month). It is not too late to join! If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Taylor.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
We want to invite you to be a part of our Children’s Church ministry! Choose a Sundays to assist a Children’s 
Church leader! There is a sign-up sheet in the Children’s Church room, the last room on the left side of the 
Fellowship Hall. We use award-winning Jesus Storybook Bible, written by Sally Lloyd-Jones and illustrated by 
Jago. The Jesus Storybook Bible curriculum helps children discover the story beneath all the stories in the Bible: 
God’s great story of salvation. They are invited to discover for themselves that Jesus is at the center of this great 
story and at the center of their story as well. Come and discover for yourself how every Bible story whispers 
Jesus’ name!



It is not too late to join us in studying The Gospel on the 
Ground: The Grit & Glory of the Early
Church in Acts, by Kristi McLelland.

Did you know that for the vast majority of his life, Jesus 
never travelled outside of a one-hundred-mile radius 
from where he was born? Today however, his name is 
spoken in every corner of the earth. The Gospel on the 
Ground is the story of how Jesus’ message of hope
and reconciliation began to spread from Jerusalem and 
how it is still spreading today.

Learn how the kingdom of God is always on the move - 
always looking outward to bring meaning and joy to a 
world searching for true fulfillment and hope. Explore the 
call of Jesus to his disciples then and to us today. See 
how God’s Word can sustain us even in the most
difficult of times and embrace the transformative grace 
we experience as children of God in his kingdom of 
celebration.
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Nov 3
Nov 10
Nov 17
Nov 24

To learn more about Bible Study Fellowship 
and the Romans study, visit the following 
website:   bsfinternational.org

If you would like to participate in the Romans 
study or discuss any questions you may have 
email: Ken Eagle at ken@morriseagle.com

MEN's
At OIEPC

CARING FOR GOD’S LITTLE ONES
To provide a safe and welcoming environment for nursery-age children (ages 0 through 3), and to protect the 
liability of our church, we need to have two adults (18 years and older) present in our Nursery at all times.
Assisting our Nursery Coordinator Keena Knox is easy and fun! You do NOT have to get on the floor, pick up 
children or change diapers! Keena will take care of that. What we need is your loving and friendly presence in 
the Nursery, making children feel welcome and at home. This is a ministry opportunity for women and men, 
young and old (that is, 18 and older). Many Sundays there will not be any children, so you are free to go back to 
the Sanctuary to listen to the sermon, if you want. Otherwise, you can watch the worship service on the TV in the 
Nursery.

Please note that if we do not have two adults in the Nursery, we unfortunately cannot provide childcare, which 
may cause a problem for visiting families! There is a sign-up sheet on the small bulletin board in the Fellowship 
Hall, outside the Nursery. Pick a couple of dates to assist in the Nursery and help us to provide this ministry to
families with young children!



Monday, 
November 9

11 am
Contact:

Ann Hunt Smith

MARTHA's CIRCLE
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Dear friends,
We want to thank you for your kind words and kind gifts, as well as the wonderful lunch for Pastors 
Appreciation.
We are grateful for the support and love shown to us and our family throughout the years, and throughout each 
year. We continue to be thankful to serve the Lord with you at OIEPC.

Gratefully,
Walter and Agnes Taylor

Dear Church Family!!

Thank you all so much for your prayers, cards, calls, texts, hugs and well wishes during our time of struggle this 
year.  Ryan is safe physically and spiritually, and he has a great attitude!  Eli was released from the burn unit and 
came home just in time for his 14th birthday.  He will still make frequent trips to Chapel Hill, and the treatments 
are painful, but it's sure better than it could have been.  José  continues his treatments and we thank God for his 
great doctors.  And we thank God for all of you and pray God's blessings for you all!!

Love in Christ,  José and Sandy Pena

Sign-up Sheets:  Narthex, 
Fellowship Hall & Office Foyer. 

Turkey will be provided.  

Contact Agnes Taylor  for any 
information.

Please plan on bringing a dish 
and/or dessert to share.
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CRAFT GROUP ~ Tuesday, November 17 at 10 AM
The craft group is meeting once a month, on every third Tuesday of the month in 
the Disciples Room.

Every month has a different theme. In November we will make baby quilts for young 
foster children. There will be cut kits available for the sewists, plus instructions and 
demonstrations, so you do NOT have to be an experienced sewist! Bring your own 
sewing machine, plus an extension cord.  Bring a brown bag lunch as well, so we 
can enjoy lunch together!

UPCOMING PROJECT:
November: Sew totes for foster care children.

We welcome all crafters, sewists and knitters! Knitters are invited to join us to make 
prayer shawls for our church.

FELLOWSHIP TIME
Join us on Sundays after the worship service in the Fellowship Hal! Take the time to meet others in our 
congregation while enjoying some snacks.

Would you be willing to provide snacks (and maybe some beverages) for a Sunday?
We keep our snacks simple, so you do NOT need to provide lunch! If you are willing to host a Sunday, you can 
sign up on the Fellowship Time sheet on the long table in the Fellowship Hall. Do you want more information 
before you commit to a Sunday? Contact our Assistant Pastor, Agnes Taylor, and she will be happy to answer 
any questions you may have!
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DECEMBER  Newsletter
Due: November 15

If you have a need or prayer request, please call the church office or
email us.

All urgent prayer requests will then be shared through email to all church members. This will allow your pray-
er requests to be shared universally with your church family. Due to privacy laws, hospital admission infor-
mation is not available to your pastor. Thank you.

Rev. Dr. Walter L. Taylor, Pastor Rev.W.L.Taylor@gmail.com
Rev. Agnes Taylor, Assistant Pastor oakislandpcdce@gmail.com
Sherry Hardison, Office Administrator oakislandpc@gmail.com
Michael Byers, Bookkeeper oiepcbookkeeper@gmail.com
Donna Winrich, Director of Music donna.winrich@gmail.com
Ann Myers, Organist
Keena Knox, Nursery Coordinator

PRAYER LIST



OIEPC PAGE 12
O

a
k

 I
s

l
a

n
d

 E
v

a
n

g
e

l
ic

a
l

 P
r

e
s

b
y

t
e

r
ia

n
 C

h
u

r
c

h
 

~
 

15
03

 E
as

t O
ak

 Is
la

nd
 D

riv
e


