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As we enter into November, the end of the year “holiday season” begins to appear on our 
radar. Effectively beginning with Thanksgiving (which is on November 24 this year), we 
will start our ride through Thanksgiving into Advent into Christmas into New Year’s Day. 
We also enter the end of “Hurricane Season”, when all of us who live here at the coast 
begin to take a collective sigh of relief until next summer. Fall is my favorite season of the 
year. I have always been amazed by the colors on the trees (even if they are more limited in 
our little corner of the world). I am grateful for the cooler weather (yes, I must admit I like 
cooler weather, even as I can hear those of you who desire perennial summer begin to 
boo!). Thanksgiving has always been one of my favorite holidays as well. It is the last 
“breather” we have before the Christmas rush begins. 
 
The church season of Advent begins in November this year. Beginning the fourth Sunday 
before Christmas, it will carry us from November 27 until Christmas Eve, when Christmas 
itself comes. The word “Advent” means “Coming,” and traditionally it was a season when 
the church contemplated our Lord’s second coming, even as the church prepared to mark 
and celebrate his first coming at Christmas. In some traditions of the Christian church, there 
is an attempt to separate strictly Advent from Christmas. I once met an Episcopalian who 
confided that she would periodically slip off to the Presbyterian church during December so 
that she could sing some carols in Sunday worship, as her priest was a real stickler about 
the rule that there were to be no Christmas carols until Christmas Eve! I couldn’t help but 
chuckle to myself. Presbyterians, historically, were late in observing Christmas (not until 
the nineteenth century), and even then they began to celebrate Christmas Eve services pri-
marily because pastors wearied of their own faithful members slipping off to the Episcopal 
Church on Christmas Eve to sing carols there! A rather ironic turn of events, I thought. Ad-
mittedly, in our congregation, Advent and Christmas run together, so that by the end of the 
Advent season we are singing Christmas carols on Sunday mornings, before Christmas 
comes.  
 

Also, be aware that this year Christmas Day falls on a Sunday. As is our practice, we will 
meet for Christmas Eve worship on December 24 and also gather together on Sunday, De-
cember 25. Sunday was the Lord’s Day long before there was a Christmas Day celebrated 
on December 25, so we will not cancel worship.  
 

As we enter the “holiday season,” my word of encouragement is that we will truly 
“observe” these days. Let us enjoy Thanksgiving by being thankful to God for all his bless-
ings to us, rather than letting it deteriorate into “Turkey Day” and as an occasion simply to 
overeat and in our digestive stupor watch football. While I am sure that we will all eat well 
that day, and some among us will watch those who play that game on the gridiron that re-
mains far inferior to the one played on the diamond, even then, let us be thankful to God 
who has given us everything in Jesus Christ. 
 

You crown the year with your bounty; 
your wagon tracks overflow with abundance. [Psalm 6512-13] 

 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Walter L. Taylor 
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November 20: Psalm 65; Colossians 2:6-7: “God’s Plenty, Our Thanks” 
363 We Gather Together 
715 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 
98 Now Thank We All Our God 
 
November 27: First Sunday of Advent: 
194 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
162 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
196     Come, thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 
December 4: Second Sunday of Advent: Isaiah 9:1-7: “Walking in the Darkness.” The prophet 
Isaiah spoke of the coming of the light into the darkness of the world. As we reflect on the dark 
times around us, what does the coming of the light mean for us? 
200 It Came upon the Midnight Clear 
193 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
156 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 
 
December 11: Third Sunday of Advent: Service of Lessons and Carols. We will hold our annu-
al Service of Lessons and Carols, with readings from Scripture retelling the story of our Lord’s 
coming, with singing from congregation and choir, to celebrate in Word and song the true Gift 
of Christmas, Jesus Christ. The carols sung by the congregation include: 
195 Joy to the World 
221 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
226 As with Gladness Men of Old 
203 Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 
 
 

 
Communion Schedule: 

Sunday, December 4 
Sunday, January 1 
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December 18: Fourth Sunday of Advent: Luke 1:26-56: “Mary, Servant of the Lord”: On this 
last Sunday of Advent, we will hear again about the Annunciation to Mary by the angel, and see 
in Mary an example of what it is to believe in the Lord. 
229 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 
220 From Heaven High I Come to You 
213 What Child Is This 
 
December 24: Christmas Eve: Join us for Christmas Eve worship, where we will again hear 
the Good News of the coming of Christ into the world, and join the angels songs with our own. 
We will share in a traditional candlelight service. 
208 O Come, All Ye Faithful 
214 Angels We Have Heard on High 
217 All My Heart This Night Rejoices 
210 Silent Night 
203 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 
December 25: Christmas Day: Christmas Day falls on a Sunday this year, truly a treat for us. 
Come and join us on Christmas Day as we continue in our celebration of the birth of Christ. 
199 See Amid the Winter’s Snow 
201 O Little Town of Bethlehem 
211 God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Rebekah Taylor Scholarship Fund 
 

As many of you know, Oak Island EPC now has a seminary student in our congregation. Re-

bekah Taylor, having sensed a call to ministry, is now a student at Western Theological 

Seminary in Holland, Michigan. A seminary in the “Dutch Reformed” tradition, WTS has an 

historic affiliation with the Reformed Church in America (about 30% of their students are 

from that denomination), though students from a number of Reformed and evangelical de-

nominations choose to study there. Located in Holland, Michigan, near the shores of Lake 

Michigan, Western Seminary was founded in 1866. You may learn more about the ethos 

and commitments of the school at https://www.westernsem.edu/about/seminary-mission-

vision/ 
 

Rebekah is enrolled in the Master of Divinity program. The Master of Divinity is the stand-

ard degree required for ordination in Presbyterian denominations. It is at least a three-year 

program, consisting both of the study of theology in all its facets, as well as components 

designed to give students practical experience serving in congregations. Rebekah has been 

awarded the Elsie Wen-Hua Shih Law Award for Excellence in Female Leadership, a full-

tuition scholarship of the seminary. In addition, she will serve as a Research Assistant on 

the team of Professor Dr. J. Todd Billings (whose book, The End of the Christian Life, a num-

ber of you have read).  
 

Rebekah will still be responsible for her living expenses in Holland, Michigan. If you would 

like to contribute to help her in her costs, a scholarship fund through our congregation has 

been created for that. In the EPC, as in the Reformed family of churches, home congrega-

tions of ministerial students are encouraged to show support of them and their preparation 

for ministry.  Approved by the Session, the Rebekah Taylor Scholarship Fund will be man-

aged by the Stewardship and Finance Committee. You may contribute to this fund through 

the church. If you give by check, please mark it, “Rebekah Taylor Scholarship Fund” in the 

memo line. 
 

Please keep Rebekah in your prayers as she embarks on this new chapter in her life, faith, 

and calling. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS FOR ADULTS 
We have two Sunday School classes for adults. 

The classes meet at 9:15 AM. 
 

The Disciples Class will begin a new study for the Advent 
Season.  The class will be reading Paul David Tripps  
Advent Devotional “Come Let Us Adore Him”.   The class 
meets in the Disciples Room. For more information, contact 
Sue Jones. 
 

The Fellowship Class uses Ray VanderLaan’s well-known That the World May Know DVD 
study (now known as the Promised Land study). Explore the historical, geographical, and cul-
tural context of Scripture with VanderLaan on location in the Middle East, and transform your 
understanding of God and his Word. The group meets in the Fellowship Room. For more infor-
mation, contact Buzz Smith.  

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Our youth is continuing the G2R (Genesis to Revelation) Bible 
Survey (which means overview) from Great Commission Publi-
cations.  

With our new study, 1 Samuel to Esther, our teens will see that 

God established an everlasting kingdom through King David 

and his descendants. He mercifully protected his people, as well 

as judged their sin.   

God divided the kingdom, eventually resulting in his people’s 

exile to Assyria and Babylon. Keeping his promise to David and 

his descendants of an everlasting kingdom, God eventually 

moved their conquerors to allow a remnant to return to Jerusa-

lem and begin rebuilding the temple and the city. 

God was carrying out his plan to one day send the final King 

and Savior. Only Jesus could fully provide the salvation and righteous leadership his people 

needed.  

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL ON DECEMBER 25 AND JANUARY 1 

 

Since Christmas Day and New Year’s Day are both falling on a Sunday this year, our Sunday 

School classes will not be meeting on December 25 and January 1, 2023. We hope to see you 

again on Sunday, January 8, 2023 however! And if you have not taken part in a Sunday School 

class before, our groups would love to welcome you! Grow in knowledge and faith, while en-

joying small group fellowship! 



 

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

Women’s Bible Study 
Our Women’s Bible Study meets on Monday 
evenings, at 7:00 PM, in the Disciples Room. 
At the moment we are studying “Scouting 
the Divine: Searching for God in Wine, 
Wool, and Wild Honey”, by Margaret Fein-
berg.  
What does it mean to know that Jesus is the 
Good Shepherd when the only place you've 
encountered sheep is at a petting zoo? How 
can you understand the promise of a land 
overflowing with honey when you buy yours 
in a bear-shaped bottle? Can you grasp the 

urgency of Jesus' invitation to abide in the vine when you shop for grapes at a local grocery 
store? 
Margaret invites you to accompany her across the nation to herd sheep in Oregon, harvest fields 
with a Nebraska farmer, prune vines in California, and explore hives with a veteran beekeeper in 
Colorado 
"I asked one question to each person, 'How do you read the Scriptures in light of what you do 
every day?'" she writes. "Their answers changed the way I read the Bible forever." Join us, and 
gain a deeper and richer understanding of Bible texts referring to agriculture and animal hus-
bandry. 

BOOKS AND COFFEE 
 

Our Book Club meets on Tuesday mornings at 10 AM in 
the Disciples Room and is currently finishing the last 
chapter of Nancy Guthrie’s insightful book “Even Better 
Than Eden”. After the book has been finished, the Book 
Club will take a break for the holiday season. On Tues-
day, January 3rd, 2023 we will start again with a brand 
new book! Stay tuned for more information! 
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Pastor’s Christmas Study 

 

Was Jesus born in a barn, or did Bethlehem get a bad rap?  
Come and join us on Sunday evening, December 4, at 5 p.m., as Pastor Taylor will guide us 
through what the Bible says about the birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem. What do the Gospels 
actually say about the events surrounding his birth? Was Jesus born in a barn? a stable? a 
cave? Or was he born in a house? How does the traditional Nativity story measure up against 
the Scriptures? And if there is a difference, where has that difference come from?   



 

 

Its Christmas time and this year we will be able to get to-

gether and bring a little joy to  our shut-ins.  We will be go-
ing Christmas Caroling on   December 9th.  We will meet 
at the church and depart at 6:45 p.m.  Upon return we will 
gather for some cookies and  cocoa.   

Mark Your Calendar and watch for more information as the 
date gets nearer! 
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Our Fellowship Time on Sunday mornings after the worship service has changed! We no 

longer have teams that take care of set Sundays, but we now have a sign-up sheet in the Fel-

lowship Hall where you can sign up if you would like to provide refreshments on a Sunday.  

What is involved in providing refreshments? Make coffee (regular and decaf), provide some 

other beverages, plus a plate or two of cookies, donuts, fruit, or whatever else you want to 

offer. Please keep it simple! 

If you do not know how to use the coffee maker in the kitchen, simply contact Agnes Taylor 

or Lisa Milligan, and they will be happy to show you how to do it. If there are beverages in 

the refrigerator that you can use, Agnes will let you know at the beginning of the week.  

Napkins, plates, and cups can be found in the pantry, located next to the kitchen.  
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A Big Thank You from your Pastors! 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 
What a joy it is to serve a congregation like Oak Island EPC! We are blessed to serve as Pastors in this 
congregation. We cannot begin to express our appreciation and thanks to you for the love and support 
you pour out upon us. The Pastor Appreciation celebration and reception on Sunday, October 30, was 
overwhelming. Not only we, but our children too have been blessed by love and support that this congre-
gation has shown to us through the years.  
 

Again, thank you for your kindness, support, and generosity.  
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Walter and Agnes Taylor 

 
To our friends at OIEPC: 

 
We wish to thank all of you for a all you have done for us these past months.  You made our lives much 
easier and you surely showed your love… 

 
God Bless You , 

Gary, Susan and “Annie” 
 

Thank You OIEPC 
 

Thank you so much for your generosity.  For all the prayers, cards, visits and food.  It  is a joy to be a 
part of such a wonderful Church Family. 
 
In Christ,  

Debi and Ed Pruitt 

 
Dear Friends at OIEPC 
 

As we prepare for our move, Carol and I want you all to know how much we have treasured our time at 
Oak Island Evangelical Presbyterian Church.  You all have been like our extended family.  You will be 

missed, but we will have wonderful memories to remind us of all of the congregation at OIEPC.  Our 
love and blessings to you all. 
 

Blessings In Christ, 
Jim and Carol Miller 



 

 

Hello everyone, the Holiday Season is upon us. Martha’s 
Circle wishes each one of you a very Happy Thanksgiv-
ing,  Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year. May your 
Blessings be many, and your troubles be few.  
 
Thank you so much to everyone who made Pastor Appreci-
ation Day a success. OIEPC is very Blessed to have Walter 
and Agnes Taylor as our pastoral team and we hope they 
understand how appreciative we are of their service, love, 
teaching, and friendship. The appetizers and desserts made 
an entire meal, and the food was delicious! We were also 
Blessed to be able to 
have Susan and Gary 
Fogle join us. It was a 

great day all around! May God continue to Bless OIEPC 
with the Taylors and His love. Please keep in your prayers 
those who were not able to join in the fellowship. 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Martha’s Circle will continue the tradition of the Warming 
Tree for Southport Elementary School this Holiday Season. 
The tree will be in the Fellowship Hall, and we invite you to 
join us in placing scarves, gloves, hats, socks, shoes, pants, 

shirts, coats, what ever you can on and under the tree. The tree will be in the Fellowship Hall 
from December 4 until after the New Year. The children are always in need of clothes, and this 
allows the church to serve each one in Jesus’s name.  
 
The next meeting of the Circle will be December 12 at 11:00 in the Fellowship Hall. Come join 
us as we sturdy God’s word, pray, laugh, and even cry together.  
 
 
May God Bless you and keep you safe.  
 
Ann Hunt Smith, Moderator 
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Thanksgiving Dinner 
 
 

Please join us for Thanksgiving Dinner, Thursday No-
vember 24th in the Fellowship Hall at 1:00 p.m.  The 
turkey and drinks will be provided just bring a dish 
and/or a dessert to share.  Please RSVP to Lynn Bar-
more at 910-278-6126 by Tuesday November 22 so 
we will know how many to expect. 
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Again this year, we are asking for your assistance in providing some joy for our neighbors 

who are less fortunate.  We will collect gift cards, rather than actual gifts. In this way, the Re-

source Center will provide each family with the appropriate gift cards that the adults can then 

use for each person in their family. The gift cards can be from Lowes Foods, Food Lion, 

Walmart , CVS, Walgreens, Dick’s, Rack Room, Big Lots or Amazon. Any amount you 

choose will be greatly appreciated by these families. 

 

We have placed a decorated box in the lobby on Sundays and after service  will move it to the 
bench in the lobby near the church office. It will be secured in the office at the end of each 
day. Please return all gift cards by Sunday, December 11th,  The generosity of this congre-
gation has made previous Christmases brighter for our neighbors on Oak Island. 
 Please contact Paula Paxton  with any questions. 

 
 
 
 
OIEPC—ANGEL TREE GIVING 
2022 

SHOEBOX SEASON IS HERE 
 
Operation Christmas Child brings joy and hope to  
Children in desperate situations around the world 
Through colorful gift-filled shoe boxes and the Good 
News of Gods love.  This program provides and 
 opportunity for you to be involved in a simple 
Hands-on mission project .  This project shows  
children that people care and Jesus loves them.  You 
Can build a shoebox on-line. 
 
If you have questions please contact Lisa Mace. 



 

 

An Opportunity to Enjoy Christmas Music Together 
 

Would you like to join us for some beautiful Christmas choral music?  The Sea Notes  
Choral Society will present their Christmas concert on Saturday, December 3 at 3:00 
p.m. at Brunswick Community College’s Odell Williamson Auditorium.  The concert is 
free, but you do need a ticket, so we need to know how many people are going.  If you 
would like to carpool, there are sign-up sheets in the church office, narthex, and Fellowship 
Hall.  Please see Laura Hildreth or text her at 704-408-8209 for tickets. 

 
SEA 
 NOTES 
  CONCERT 

Christmas Eve Service 
Join us for Christmas Eve worship on December 24 at 7:00 p.m. at Oak 
Island Evangelical Presbyterian Church where we will share in a tra-
ditional candlelight service. 
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Café Noel 
Join us for a Merry little 

Christmas Party 

It’s been a couple of years since we were last able to offer Café Noel, our special Christmas 

event where we transform our Fellowship Hall into a stylish Christmas-themed restaurant 

for a delicious meal and some festive entertainment. We are excited to announce that Café 

Noel will once again open it’s doors on Sunday, December 18 at 5:30 p.m.  We will provide 

a festive meal family style, beverages, and offer our traditional dessert buffet.  You will need 

to make a reservation to attend Café Noel by Sunday, Dec. 11th.  Sign-up sheets are availa-

ble in the Narthax, Fellowship Hall and Church Office.  If you would be willing to provide a 

dessert, there are sign-up sheets for that as well. 

Please join us for Christmas Dinner, Sunday Dec. 
25th in the Fellowship Hall immediately after the 
Christmas Service.  The ham and drinks will be pro-
vided just bring your favorite side.  Please RSVP  
Lynn Barmore at 910-278-6126 by December 20th. 

  



 

 

Steven Stover   November 2 

Betty Coe    November 3 

Thomas Reebel   November 5 

Nancy Currie   November 11 

Lee Smyre    November 10 

Tom Currie    November 12 

Patricia Kelly   November 12 

Jane Jenkins   November 15 

Becky Davis    November 15 

Susan Warren   November 15 

Kathryn Coiro   November 16 

Ken Eagle    November 19 

Ernest Copple   November 21 

Rick Deaver    November 21 

Merja Hunt    November 23 

Susan Fogle   November 28 

Patricia Copple   November 28 

 

Carol Miller    December 6 

Lynne Barmore   December 9 

Beth Hart    December 10 

Miles Lloyd    December 12 

Bill Horne    December 14 

Bill Lynch    December 15 

Bob Scherle    December 17 

Margaret Blair   December 20 

Allison Pickard   December 22 

Donald Smith   December 23 

John Crawford   December 23 

Bonnie Pendergast-Jacques December 26 

Dee Weaver    December 28 

Bill Neeb Jr.    December 28 

Jim Miller    December 29 

THE PRESBYTERIAN PRESS          PAGE  14 

USE OF BUILDING ANNOUNCEMENT: 
 

OIEPC is graciously sharing the church campus,  

hosting a  

Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) class.  

The study will go through December 7, 2022 resuming on January 4, 2023. 
All of you ladies are invited to attend this study entitled, "Kingdom Divided". 

Many other women from our community will be joining us from 9:30-11:30am 
on Wednesdays.  The sanctuary and some classrooms will be in use during 
these hours.  The church secretary will have information on areas not in use, 
should you need to visit the church on Wednesday mornings.  We are excited 
for this opportunity to host a Bible study that will be a blessing to many in our 

congregation and community!   
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CRAFTING CLUB   
      CRAFTING CLUB 

  

Do you enjoy doing arts and 

crafts?  Stalled mid-project and need some 

motivation to finish?  Prefer to craft with a 

group instead of alone?  Run into a prob-

lem with your project and need some craft-

ing advice?   

  

Normally, the Crafting Club meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each 

month from 1:00 - 4:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall, but the schedule has been 

modified over the holidays.  PLEASE NOTE THE CRAFTING CLUB WILL GATHER 

ON NOV 30 AND DEC 14 (1:00-4:00).  (NO MEETINGS on Nov 23 or Dec 28.)  If 

you don’t feel like working on a craft, bring your Christmas card boxes/stack/

list…it’s more fun in a group! 

  

Bring whatever craft interests you, and enjoy some laughter, snacks, and fellow-

ship.  Everyone is welcome, so bring your crafty friends.  If requested in ad-

vance, a Cricut Explore 3 machine (and laptop with Design Space software) will 

be made available to anyone who wants to use it.  

  

If you have any questions, please contact Rebecca Jarvis at rebec-

cadhess@hotmail.com or 202-549-0209.  Letting Rebecca know if you plan to 

attend is helpful (so she brings enough food & sets up the right # of ta-

bles), but RSVP is not required.  Hope to see you at any of our 

upcoming gatherings! 

  

He has filled them with skill to do all kinds of work as en-
gravers, designers, embroiderers in blue, purple and scar-
let yarn and fine linen, and weavers—all of them skilled 
workers and designers.  Exodus 35:35 

     

mailto:rebeccadhess@hotmail.com
mailto:rebeccadhess@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 

Our church has a new and improved website.  

Check it out and stay informed with special 

events updates and announcements as well 

as our Newsletter.  Sunday Sermons will be 

available on our website each week. 

http:/www.oipres.org 

The Church Visible & Invisible  
OIEPC Members & Regular Attenders:  
 

You are invited and encouraged to make you and your family visible to fellow 

congregants through our secure online directory!  The directory contains basic 

contact information which can been seen by other congregants, but not by the 

public.  The directory includes information like names & 

addresses, email, and a picture (if you choose to include a 

photo.)  There’s also a section that lists contact info for 

Session and the Diaconate. 

The directory can be accessed on-line or through the        

Instant Church Directory app on your cell phone (see im-

age).  The OIEPC website has a link to the directory, but 

you’ll need to sign up with your current email address and 

set up a password to get started.  Contact Charles or     

Gloria Bogardus after church (or contact the church office 

for their contact info) for further information about the di-

rectory and how it works. 
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Sound System help needed: 
 
If anyone in the congregation is interested in helping 
out with the sound system operation during Sunday 
services, please let me know.  
 
This would be done on a rotation basis.  Training will 
be provided and you will not be left alone until you 
are comfortable with it's operation.  
 
If interested, please contact me, Jim Gerlach 
jim@gerlach-tech.net, or see me before/after  
Sunday service anytime. 
 

 

With the progress made in resolving the pandemic, many 

of the activities at OIEPC are making plans to re-engage, 

either with the congregation or the  public. In order to en-

sure that information pertinent to such activities (e.g. 

Men's Free Breakfast, Grief Share, etc...) is properly con-

veyed, please feel free to alert Charles Bogardus and he 

will be happy to make certain that notice is placed in the 

appropriate news media. Charles will need is a brief expla-

nation of the event, the audience being targeted and the 

time/date/location of the event.  

Additionally, after an event, if photos are available, please 

work with Charles to submit those to the local papers.  

This type of exposure is very helpful in the outreach OIEPC is making in the community.     

Feel free to contact Charles Bogardus at 215-872-8472  

or email (southport-nc@protonmail.com) 
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*Nursing/Rehabilitation Homes: 

Elmcroft of Southport:       

Buck Mathews (B-3) 

Trinity Grove Rehab, Wilmington: 

John Connelly 

 
* Our shut-ins, hospitalizations, those suffering with long-term illness-

es, and other prayer requests:   Jennifer Davis (daughter of Phyllis  

Hendrick) and Bill Brown (son-in-law of Phyllis Hendrick); Chris DeArros, 

( brain cancer); William Staat (son of Richard and JoAnn Staat); David 

Breeden (son-in-law of Eleanor Whitworth), colon cancer; Marvin and Betsy Hamer; Linda 

Crostley; Merle Scherle; Pat Kelly; Peter Mattiace, (friend of Dave Loether); Koos Sierat 

(Agnes Taylor’s father), Dementia; Carol Beatty, (Jane Moore’s sister) back problems; 

Chuck Dobbins (Jane Moore’s brother) second back surgery; Nancy Morse; Derry and Tony 

Witkege, general health with dementia; Robbie Yoder, (nephew-in-law of Gary Fogle in 

Ohio) Covid and liver failure; Gayle Crabtree, (Ken Eagle’s sister in Pawley’s Island), colon 

cancer; Suzan Fogle and Gary Fogle; Allen Walts; Susan Loether, sister-in-law of Dave Loe-

ther; Ann and Tommy Johnson; Betty Coe; George Tittle, (ALS); JoAnn Staat; Libba 

Motsinger; Bob Scherle, heart problems; Bob Howard; Reva Riddle; Renette Lane, (sister of 

Richard Lane) ALS; Nancy Burrows, (in Canada, sister of Jim Gerlach) cancer; Emily 

Hutchins (Crosby Hutchin’s mother);  Seth Hoyle (small son of Kristin Goode’s cousin) on 

ventilator; Karen Eagle’s cousin, Paul Fledderjohann in Ohio, currently undergoing treat-

ment for bone cancer; Melanie Munsell (daughter of Patsy Hammonds) uncurable yet 

treatable cancer; Bonnie Kinsie, (friend of Patsy Hammonds), bypass surgery; Cathy Meals 

(cousin of Ann Myers in PA), liver cancer; Debi Pruitt; Richard and Patricia Bressler; Amy 

Watkins (co-owner of Inlet View Restaurant at Shallotte Point, cancer. 
 

**Please take a few minutes to look over the prayer request list and contact the church 

office if you know of someone who can be removed or someone who needs to be added.                                           

                                     How does it work? 
 

Someone with a need or prayer request calls the church office 

during regular office hours  (8-12:30 , Mon.—Thurs.).  

 

All urgent prayer requests will then be shared through email to 

all church members. This will allow your prayer requests to be 

shared universally with your church  family.  

 

You may also email prayer requests directly to the church office 

at oakislandpc@gmail.com.   
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Oak Island Evangelical Presbyterian Church 
Stated Session Meeting 
October 24 at 7:00 pm. 
 
Personnel Committee - the position of Music Director was activated in August.  Mrs. Donna Winrich, interim, has  
accepted the position.  Debi Pruitt, Church Secretary will be out for an extended period of time due to off site injuries.   
 
Nurture/Education Committee -  The committee has proposed several ideas for gatherings: 
:”Trunk of Treats” in October; Resume fellowship dinners after church once a month beginning in November; Bar-B-Que 
Dinner; Café Noel  if a caterer is available on December 11th; Carpooling a group to a Sea Notes concert; Church wide 
retreat in Spring of 2023.  The Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) has requested a video projection system be in place for their 
studies.  The technical committee is looking into purchasing a used system. 

 
Mission Committee: - No report. 
 
Outreach Committee  - No report. 
 
Worship Committee - First of month Communion continues.  The next Communion will be November 6, 2022. 
 
Stewardship Committee - The Stewardship Campaign will end October 14th.  A Congregational meeting was held Octo-
ber 2nd at which a recommendation was approved to enter into a loan with First Citizens Bank not to exceed $125,000 for 
the purpose of Capital improvements for a new roof, repairs to kitchen and one or more bathrooms. 
 
Scholarship Committee - A total of $2892 was raised from the yard sale.  The committee wishes to thank all that assisted 
in the sale. 
 
Nominating Committee - Has met and is in process of obtaining consent from persons who are willing to serve on the 
Elder or the Deacon boards. 
 
Board of Deacons - Among many items tackled are repairs of the roof, kitchen and bathrooms, Church Security is a new 
issue for the Board. 
 
Clerk’s Report - There are no changes in rolls or communications.  Total of active members is 159. 
 
Presbytery Report - Ted (Buzz) Smith attended the Presbytery meeting held in Rocky Mount.  He reported meaningful 
worship times, good business meetings and relevant discussions. 
 
Moderator Report - The next stated session meeting will be on Monday November 28, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Sandi Winstead, Clerk 
 



 

 

    
 

 
 
         

 

From the Stewardship   

Finance Committee  

 
 

In case you did not know, AmazonSmile is a   simple way for you to have additional funds  

contributed to OIEPC, as Amazon will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases. Ama-

zonSmile is available at smile.amazon.com on your web browser and can be activated in 

the Amazon Shopping app for Apple and Android phones.  

According to Amazon, you will find the exact prices and  selection on Smile as you do on 

regular Amazon. Thanks to all of you who are using AmazonSmile and have designated 

OIEPC as a recipient of the charitable distributions generated from your purchases. If you 

are not currently using AmazonSmile, please   consider doing so and designating OIEPC as 

a recipient. 

 

Kenneth L. Eagle 

 

MONTHLY REPORT OF ALL CONTRIBUTIONS  

October 2022 
  October 

  Contributions Received Year to Date for General Funds $ 265,465 

  Budgeted monthly                      $  28,528 

  General Fund Contributions for October                  $  33,405 
               

       Special Fund Contributions:                             

   Human Needs         $       185 

   Roof Replacement                    $   12,475 

   R. Taylor Ministerial Support          $    1,000 

   Missions General                     $          50 

   Scholarship Funds                     $     250             

    Total Special Funds         $  13,960  

Total All Funds Received in October                     $ 47,365 
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2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 
 SS=Sunday 
School 

        Emmaus 
Group  
8:00 a.m. 

  

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
SS 9:15 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 
a.m. 

  Books & Cof-
fee  
10:00 a.m. 

 BSF 9:30-11:30    
a.m. 
 
 
Choir  
Rehearsal  
3:00 p.m. 

     Guy’s Gather-
ing 8:00 a.m. 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

SS 9:15 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 
a.m. 
 
 

  
Martha’s Cir-
cle 11:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
Women’s  Bi-
ble Study 7:00 
p.m. 

Finance Com-
mittee  
9:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 

BSF 9:30—11:30 
a.m. 
 
 
Choir  
Rehearsal  
3:00 p.m. 
 
Deacon’s Meet-
ing 4:00 p.m.  
 

 Emmaus 
Group  
8:00 a.m. 
 
 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
SS 9:15 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 
a.m. 
 

 BSF 9:30—
11:30 a.m 
 
 
 
 

 
 

OFFICE  
CLOSED 
 
 
 
Choir  
Rehearsal  
3:00 p.m. 

  
 
 
Thanksgiving 
Dinner 
1:00 p.m. 

    

27 28 29 30    

SS 9:15 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 
a.m. 
 

  
Women’s  Bi-
ble Study 7:00 
p.m. 
 
Session  
7:00 p.m. 

Books & Cof-
fee  
10:00 a.m. 

BSF 9:30—11:30 
 a.m. 
 
Crafting Club 1-
4 p.m. 
 
Choir  
Rehearsal  
3:00 p.m. 
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2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 
          Emmaus 

Group  
8:00 a.m. 

Sea Notes 
Concert 3:00 
p.m. 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
SS 9:15 a.m. 
Worship 
10:30 a.m. 

  
 
 
Women’s  
Bible Study 
7:00 p.m. 

Books & Cof-
fee  
10:00 a.m. 

 BSF 9:30-
11:30 a.m. 
 
 
Choir  
Rehearsal  
3:00 p.m. 

  Caroling 
6:45 p.m. 

 Guy’s 
Gathering 
8:00 a.m. 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
SS 9:15 a.m. 
Worship 
10:30 a.m. 
Lessons and 
Carols 

  
Martha’s Cir-
cle 11:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
Women’s  
Bible Study 
7:00 p.m. 

Books & Cof-
fee  
10:00 a.m. 

 

 
 
 
Choir  
Rehearsal  
3:00 p.m. 
 

 
Deacon’s Meet-
ing 4:00 p.m.  
 

Yard sale 
set-up 

Emmaus 
Group  
8:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
SS 9:15 a.m. 
Worship 
10:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
Café Noel 
5:30 p.m. 

  
 
 
 
Session  
7:00 p.m. 
 
Women’s  
Bible Study 
7:00 p.m. 

Books & Cof-
fee  
10:00 a.m. 

 
 
 
Choir  
Rehearsal  
3:00 p.m. 

     
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas 
Eve  
Service 
7:00 p.m. 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Christmas 

No Sunday 
School  
.Worship 
10:30 a.m. 
Lunch after 
Service 
 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 
 
 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

  
Crafting Club 
1-4 p.m. 
 
Choir  
Rehearsal  
3:00 p.m. 

      



 

 

   The 
Presbyterian Press  

NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 2022 NEWSLETTER FOR 

 Oak Island Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

  1503 East Oak Island Drive 

  Oak Island, NC 28465 

 

  
Let them give glory to 

the Lord, and declare 

his praise in the 

coastlands.  

Isaiah 42:12 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Church Office Hours         

Monday through Thursday  — 8:00AM  to 12:30 PM 

Phone: 910-278-9741                www.oipres.org                     Fax: 910-278-4979 

Email: oakislandpc@gmail.com 

Pastor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rev. Dr. Walter Taylor—Rev.W.L.Taylor@gmail.com 

Assistant Pastor for Nurture and Education.. Agnes Taylor—oakislandpcdce@ gmail.com 

Accountant/Bookkeeper  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Michael Byers—oiepcbookkeeper@gmail.com 

Office Assistant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Debi Pruitt—oakislandpc@gmail.com 

Director of Music. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Donna Winrich-donnawinrich@gmail.com 

Pianist/Organist. . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .Ann Myers 

Custodian. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cheryl Montgomery 

 

THE SESSION:  Rev. Dr. Walter L. Taylor — Moderator   Sandi Winstead —Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       BOARD OF DEACONS: Moderator– Colleen Gerlach  

 

Class of 2022 

Patricia Bressler 

Ken Eagle 

Buzz Smith 

Class of 2023 

Bill Neeb 

Sandi Winstead 

 

Class of 2024 

Don Hammersla 

 

Class of 2022 

David Carman 

Walter Moore 

Shirley Mroczek 

Class of 2023 

Gene Stark 

Jim Gerlach 

Penny Howard 

Class of 2024 

Colleen Gerlach 

Gretchen Peoples 

 

 

Please notify the church          

office at 910-278-9741 when 

you know of church members 

in need or in the hospital. Due 

to privacy laws, hospital ad-

mission information is not 

available to your pastor.  

Thank you for your calls.  

DEADLINE INFORMATION 
If you have information you would like to have  included in the  

WEEKLY BULLETIN please have information to the church office 

by 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday. 
 

If you have information for  THE PRESBYTERIAN PRESS, OIEPC’s 

monthly newsletter, submit that information to Debi in the 

church office by the 18th of each month. 
 

There are several ways to get information to us:  

bring it by the church office Monday-Thursday  

between 8:00 AM and 12:30 PM;  

leave it in Debi’s mailbox in the hallway;  

or, simply e-mail it to us at oakislandpc@gmail.com.   

Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 18th of each month 


