
 Sunday March 5, 2023             Luke 20:45-21:37

 

 

Sermon Series: Lent, the Road to the  

Cross 

 
Preparing for the End 

 

 
Jesus never promised it would be easy to follow him. Tracing his 

journey to Jerusalem through the long season of Pentecost has 

felt more like a Lenten ordeal, testing Jesus and his followers, 

including us - David Tiede 

 

Jesus’ principle here shows us that before God, the spirit of giving 

determines the value of the gift more than the amount. God 

doesn’t want grudgingly given money or guilt money. God loves 

the cheerful giver.The widow’s gift and Jesus’ comment on it also 

shows us that the value of a gift is determined by what it costs the 

giver. This is what made the widow’s gift so valuable. David 

refused to give God that which cost me nothing (2 Samuel 

24:24).Jesus’ principle here shows us that God does not need our 

money. If God needed our money, then how much we give 

would be more important than our heart in giving. Instead, it is 

our privilege to give to Him, and we need to give because it is 

good for us, not because it is good for God.  

– David Guzik. 

 

“We must regard the siege of Jerusalem and the destruction of 

the temple as being a kind of rehearsal of what is yet to be.” 

- Spurgeon 

 
 

 

 

 

order of worship 
 

 

prelude 
 

 Leader:   The Lord be with you 

 People:   and also with you. 

 

call to worship: from Psalm 46  

 Leader:   God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble 

People:   Therefore, we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the  

mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters 

roar and foam. 

Leader:   Though the mountains tremble at its swelling. There is a river whose  

streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most 

High. 

People:  The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth 

melts. The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 All:         "Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the  

nations, I will be exalted in the earth!” The Lord of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 

songs of praise 
 

Jesus Name Above All Names  

To the mountains that I face 

There's one name that's higher 

To the empires of our age 

There's one name that's greater 

To the giants in my way 

There's one name that's higher 

To the evil that prevails 

There's one name that's greater 

There's one name that's greater 

 

Jesus You're the name above all names 

Over my fears over the storms 

I'm gonna sing that Jesus is Lord 

Jesus You're the name above all names 

Here in the night then at the dawn 

I'm gonna sing that Jesus is Lord 

 

To the burden of my shame 

There's one name that's higher 

To the battles that still rage 

There's one name that's greater 

To the doubts that steal my faith 

There's one name that's higher 

To the idols that enslave 

There's one name that's greater 

There's one name that's greater 

 

The miracle making, city wall shaking 

Prodigal chasing, Lazarus raising 

Destiny waking, history changing 

Powerful name of God 

 

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 

Come Thou long expected Jesus 

Born to set Thy people free 

From our fears and sins release us 

Let us find our rest in Thee 

Israel's strength and consolation 

Hope of all the earth Thou art 

Dear desire of every nation 

Joy of every longing heart 

 

Born Thy people to deliver 

Born a child and yet a King 

Born to reign in us forever 

Now Thy gracious Kingdom bring 

By Thine own eternal Spirit 

Rule in all our hearts alone 

By Thine all sufficient merit 

Raise us to Thy glorious throne 

 

Build My Life 

Worthy of ev'ry song we could ever sing 

Worthy of all the praise we could ever bring 

Worthy of ev'ry breath we could ever breathe 

We live for You 

 

Jesus the name above ev'ry other name 

Jesus the only one who could ever save 

Worthy of ev'ry breath we could ever breathe 

We live for You 

We live for You 

 

Holy there is no one like You 

There is none beside You 

Open up my eyes in wonder  

And show me who You are and fill me  

With Your heart and lead me 

In Your love to those around me 

 

I will build my life upon Your love 

It is a firm foundation 

I will put my trust in You alone 

And I will not be shaken 

 

welcome & update 

prayer for the world, the church & the city 
 

confession  
O Lord, we confess that we are prone to walking in darkness. For we have 

preferred the ways of this world to your ways; we have rebelled against your 

wisdom and trusted in our own. We are double-minded as we seek your 

blessing but do not humble our hearts to receive from your provision, 

according to your eternal and wise judgements. When things fall apart 

because we have trusted in ourselves rather than in you, we grow bitter and 

blame you, rather than humble ourselves and turn back to you. We turn 

back to you now and do so by confessing that we have rejected your love 

and so have gotten lost. We desire to be found by you. Be merciful to us O 

Lord. Forgive us for the sake of your Son. We pray in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

private confession 
 

assurance of pardon: Romans 8:35-39 



Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 

distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or 

sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day 

long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these 

things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I 

am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 

present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 

of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

  

song of assurance 
 

By Thy Mercy 

Jesus Lord of life and glory 

Bend from heaven thy gracious ear 

While our waiting souls adore thee 

Friend of helpless sinners hear 

 

From the depth of nature's blindness 

From the hardening power of sin 

From all malice and unkindness 

From the pride that lurks within 

 

By thy mercy O deliver us good Lord 

By thy mercy O deliver us good Lord good Lord 

 

When temptation sorely presses 

In the day of Satan's power 

In our times of deep distresses 

In each dark and trying hour 

 

When the world around is smiling 

In the time of wealth and ease 

Earthly joys our hearts beguiling 

In the day of health and peace 

 

In the weary hours of sickness 

In the times of grief and pain 

When we feel our mortal weakness 

When all human help is vain 

 

In the solemn hour of dying 

In the awful judgment day 

May our souls on thee relying 

Find thee still our Rock and Stay 

 

tithes and offerings/ care team 
 

doxology 
 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him all creatures here below 

Praise Him above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

scripture reading: Luke 20:45-21:37 
 

God's Word Today: Willie Shain-Ross 
 

Sermon: Preparing for the End 
 

sermon outline: 

a. Life of Discipleship in a world of Temptation 

b. Life of Perseverance in the midst of Chaos 

c. Life of Hope in Light of Judgement 

 

The Lord’s Supper | congregation stands 
 

the Great Thanksgiving 
 

Minister: The Lord be with you. 

 

People: And also with you. 

Minister: Lift up your hearts! 

People:    We lift them up to the Lord! 

 

Minister:    It is right, and good, and a joyful thing, always and  

everywhere to give thanks unto you, O Lord, our Father Almighty, 

everlasting God. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the  

company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your holy name; evermore 

praising You and singing: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth of 

Your glory are full.  Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! 

 

words of institution and declaration of faith 
 

Minister:  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

People:  Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again. 

Minister:  The gifts of God for the people of God, take them in  

     remembrance that Christ died for you and feed on Him in your hearts  

by faith and with thanksgiving. 
 

distribution of the Bread and the Cup 
   

song of thanksgiving 
 

How Firm A Foundation 

How firm a foundation ye saints of the Lord 

Is laid for your faith in His excellent word 

What more can He say than to you He hath said 

To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled 

 

Fear not I am with thee O be not dismayed 

For I am thy God I will still give thee aid 

I'll strengthen thee help thee 

And cause thee to stand 

Upheld by My righteous omnipotent hand 

 

In every condition in sickness in health 

In poverty's vale or abounding in wealth 

At home and abroad on the land on the sea 

As thy days may demand shall thy strength ever be 

 

When through the deep waters He calls thee to go 

The rivers of grief shall not thee overflow 

For He will be with thee in trouble to bless 

And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress 

 

When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie 

My grace all-sufficient shall be thy supply 

The flames shall not hurt thee I only design 

Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine 

 

The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose 

I will not I will not desert to its foes 

That soul though all hell should endeavor to shake 

I'll never no never no never forsake 

 

Benediction: Romans 15:13 

"May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so 

that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit." 

 

peace 
   Minister:   The Peace of the Lord be with you all 

   People:    And also with you 

 

  Tithes up to February 28, 2023 
  Yearly Budget                         $tba 
  Budget Year to Date              $tba 
  Actual Giving Year to Date   $34,684  

     Actual Giving Last Week        $10,170 

 

 

 

 (CC and other options such as e transfers are   

available via mail@gracevancouver.com)) 

 

ministry & contacts 

lead pastor: Mike Hsu – mike@gracevancouver.com  

elders: Wes Wong – wes@gracevancouver.com  

          Tony Lee – tony@gracevancouver.com 

                    John Chan – john@gracevancouver.com  

advisory :    Dale Clements - mail@gracevancouver.com 

                     Office e-mail – mail@gracevancouver.com 

pastoral intern: Alex L. alex@gracevancouver.com  

Building & Hospitality Team: Alan Quan, John Chan, Tanya Hsu 

CARE Team*: Sarah Merk, Oscar Lo, Tanya Hsu  

Missions and Mercy Ministries Team (M3)*: Dilys Chiew, Tony Lee,  

Director of music ministries: Abel Sisco 

- abel@gracevancouver.com  

interim director of junior youth & children’s education: tba 

 – gracevankids@gracevancouver.com  

director of prayer current ministries: John Smed 

*If you need help from the CARE Team, please contact the team  

careteam@gracevancouver.com   

*If you would like to contact the M3 committee, you can reach  

them at dilys@gracevancouver.com  

 

GRACE VANCOUVER CHURCH 

1696 west 7th avenue (at pine)|604.738.3537  

 gracevancouver.com        

facebook.com/gracevancouverchurch       

 lead pastor mike hsu|  

 office hours: Mondays,Thursdays - Fridays 11am-3pm 
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