
 

 

 

Tenebrae – the service of darkness 
 

Tenebrae, from the Latin meaning “Shadows”, refers to 

the gathering of the increasing shadows of darkness in 

the moments leading to our Lord’s crucifixion. It is 

Christ’s death on the cross where, as the anticipated 

Passover Lamb of God from Israel’s Scriptures, He 

becomes the final and complete sacrifice for our sins 

and that of the world. 
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Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 

Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count 

equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, 

by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 

men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself 

by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 

cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on 

him the name that is above every name, so that at the name 

of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 

is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. - Philippians 2:5-11 
 

 

 

 

prelude | Handel's Largo 
 

 
 

Minister: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 
 

preparation for worship and opening prayer 
 

call to worship  
 

Minister: Blessed be the name of the Lord our God, 
 

People: For us and for our salvation, Christ became obedient to death,  

 even death on a cross.  Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
 

Minister: Surely he has borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows; 
 

People: yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God and afflicted. 
 

Minister: Christ bore our sins in his body on the cross,  

 that we might die to sin and live for righteousness. 
 

All: Christ gave us this holy feast,  

 that we who eat this bread and drink this cup  

 may proclaim his death until he comes. 

taken from Phil. 2:8, Isa. 53:4, 1 Pet. 2:24 
 

songs of adoration  
 

 

How Deep the Fathers Love 

How deep the Father's love for us 

How vast beyond all measure 

That He should give His only Son 

To make a wretch His treasure 

How great the pain of searing loss 

The Father turns His face away 

As wounds which mar the Chosen One 

Bring many sons to glory 

Behold the Man upon a cross 

My sin upon His shoulders 

Ashamed I hear my mocking voice 

Call out among the scoffers 

It was my sin that held Him there 

Until it was accomplished 

His dying breath has brought me life 

I know that it is finished 

I will not boast in anything 

No gifts no pow’r no wisdom 

But I will boast in Jesus Christ 

His death and resurrection 

Why should I gain from His reward 

I cannot give an answer 

But this I know with all my heart 

His wounds have paid my ransom 

 

O Sacred Neck, Now Wounded 

O, Sacred Neck, now wounded 

Pressed down by blows and knees 

This son of God surrounded 

By silent enemies 

Will no one stop and listen? 

Will no one rise and speak 

Of violence and oppression 

Which hanged You from that tree? 

 

O, Sacred Head, discounted 

Lies crowned in locks and sweat 

See thorns and curls now found 

In Your weeping mother's hands 

O, sun-kissed King of glory 

What honor once was yours 

Yet now despised and gory 

Our still and lifeless Lord 

 

O, man of sorrows, beaten down 

Our brother's blood cries from the ground 

You bore our sin, we turned our eyеs 

From You, the Lamb of God 

 

O, Sacred Body, wounded 

Now brеathless in the street 

Your people here press onward 

To be Your hands and feet 

Your mouth to speak your justice 

Your heartbeat for the poor 

Your life, it flows within us 

To break down prison doors 
 

confession of sin  
 

Eternal God and Father, we confess our sin to You. We confess that we fail 

to fulfill Your will. Through You have shown us mercy, we prefer our  

autonomy. Though You call us to holiness, we prefer the darkness. In Jesus 

Christ You give to us freely, but we refuse Your love and withhold our love to  

You and others. We deny Your Spirit as He calls us to repentance and 

forgiveness. We deny Your Son as we forget his Triumph at the Cross. In Your 

mercy, forgive and cleanse us. Lead us once again and unite us in Christ, 

who is the bread of life and the vine from which we grow in grace. 
 

private confession 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come. 

Your will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, 

 

 



 

 

as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 

but deliver us from the evil one. 

For yours is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

assurance of pardon 
 

He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to sin and 

live to righteousness.  By His wounds you have been healed.  

   -1 Peter 2:24 
 

song of assurance  
 

The Wonderful Cross 
When I survey the wondrous cross 

On which the Prince of Glory died 

My richest gain I count but loss 

And pour contempt on all my pride 

See from His head His hands His feet 

Sorrow and love flow mingled down 

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown 

O the wonderful cross 

O the wonderful cross 

Bids me come and die and find 

That I may truly live 

O the wonderful cross 

O the wonderful cross 

All who gather here by grace 

Draw near and bless Your name 

Were the whole realm of nature mine 

That were an offering far too small 

Love so amazing so divine 

Demands my soul my life my all 

God’s Word | rev. mike hsu 
  

The Lord’s Supper | congregation stands 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Minister: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Minister: Lift up your hearts! 
People: We lift them up to the Lord! 

Minister: It is right, and good, and a joyful thing, always and 

everywhere to give thanks to you, O Lord, our Father 

Almighty, everlasting God. Therefore, with angels and  

 

archangels and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 

magnify Your holy name; evermore praising You and singing: 

 

Sanctus 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth of Your 

glory are full.  Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest!  
 

Words of Institution 
 

Minister: Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

People: Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again. 

 

 

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup 
 

the seven shadows 

1. THE SHADOW OF BETRAYAL. Matthew 26:20-25 

2. THE SHADOW OF INNER AGONY. Luke 22:40-44 

3. THE SHADOW OF LONELINESS. Matthew 26:40-45 

4. THE SHADOW OF DESERTION. Matthew 26:47-50, 55-56 

5. THE SHADOW OF ACCUSATION. Matthew 26: 59-67 

6. THE SHADOW OF MOCKERY. Mark 15:12-20 

7. THE SHADOW OF DEATH. Luke 23:33-46 

 

closing song 
 

 

Were You There 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord 

O sometimes it causes me to tremble tremble tremble 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree 

O sometimes it causes me to tremble tremble tremble 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree 

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb 

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb 

O sometimes it causes me to tremble tremble tremble 

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb 

Were you there when He rose up from the dead 

Were you there when He rose up from the dead 

O sometimes I feel like shouting glory glory glory 

Were you there when He rose up from the dead 

 

meditation |  Massenet's Meditation from "Thais" 

 

depart in silence 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


