
Sunday October 10 2021               Acts 21:1-26

     

 

The Unity in Diversity of the Early 

Church 

 
“… getting to know God through his word and letting him shape our 

character, our hearts, and our desires. Then as we know the mind of 

God we can live out His will. He expects us to first draw close to Him, 

then allows for seeking wise counsel as confirmation, or taking our 

circumstances into consideration and using our own sound judgment 

to make a decision.” -Bruce Waltke on the Will of God 

 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am 

a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, 

and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, 

so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give 

away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not 

love, I gain nothing. 

- 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 

 

"The ability to remain connected in relationship to significant people in 

our lives (especially where there is sharp disagreement) and while 

remaining connected, not have our reactions and behaviour 

determined by them.” -Definition of Differentiation in The Leader’s 

Journey     

 

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 

participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my 

joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 

accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, 

but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each 

of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 

others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with 

God a thing to be grasped, 

- Philippians 2:1-6 

 

 

 

order of worship 
 

 

prelude 
 

 Leader:   He is Risen! 

 People: He is Risen Indeed! 

 

call to worship | from Psalm 16:5-11   

  

Leader:  The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; 

you hold my lot. The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 

indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance.              

People:   I bless the Lord who gives me counsel;  

in the night also my heart instructs me.  

I have set the Lord always before me;  

because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken 

Leader:   Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; 

 my flesh also dwells secure.  

For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol. 

or let your holy one see corruption. 

All:          You make known to me the path of life; 

 in your presence there is fullness of joy;  

 at your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 

 

 song of praise 
 

Lord I Need You 

Lord I come I confess 

Bowing here I find my rest 

And without You I fall apart 

You're the one that guides my heart 

Lord I need You oh I need You 

Ev'ry hour I need You 

My one defense my righteousness 

Oh God how I need You 

Where sin runs deep Your grace is more 

Where grace is found is where You are 

And where You are Lord I am free 

Holiness is Christ in me 

Where You are Lord I am free 

Holiness is Christ in me 

So teach my song to rise to You 

When temptation comes my way 

And when I cannot stand I'll fall on You 

Jesus You're my hope and stay 

And when I cannot stand I'll fall on You 

Jesus You're my hope and stay 

Be Thou my Vision 

Be Thou my vision 

O Lord of my heart 

Naught be all else to me 

Save that Thou art 

Thou my best thought 

By day or by night 

Waking or sleeping 

Thy presence my light 

Be Thou my wisdom 

Be Thou my true Word 

I ever with Thee 

And Thou with me Lord 

Thou my great Father 

I Thy true son 

Thou in me dwelling 

And I with Thee one 

Be Thou my shield 

And my sword for the fight 

Be Thou my dignity 

Be Thou my might 

Thou my soul's shelter 

And Thou my high tow'r 

Raise Thou me heav'nward 

O pow'r of my pow'r 

Riches I heed not 

Nor man's empty praise 

Thou mine inheritance 

Now and always 

Thou and Thou only 

Be first in my heart 

High King of heaven 

My treasure Thou art 

High King of heaven 

When vict'ry is won 

May I reach heaven's joys 

O bright heaven's Sun 

Heart of my own heart 

Whatever befall 

Still be my vision 

O Ruler of all 

welcome & update 
 

prayer for the world, the church & the city 
 

confession 
Father, you led your people through the desert. You protected them 

with a cloud by day, and guided them by fire at night. You protect 

and guide us now through your Son, Jesus Christ. Forgive us when we 

have doubted your protection: for our cynicism, orphan spirits, and 

frantic self-dependence. Forgive us for when we have rebelled 

against your guidance: for our disobedience, grumbling, and stiff 

necks. Forgive us, and cleanse us. Empower us by your Spirit to walk 

joyfully in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

private confession 
 

assurance of pardon: Hebrews 4:15-16 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 

without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, 

that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 



 

song of assurance  
 

Lord have mercy 

Jesus I've forgotten 

The words that You have spoken 

Promises that burned within my heart 

Have now grown dim 

With a doubting heart I follow 

The paths of earthly wisdom 

Forgive me for my unbelief 

Renew the fire again 

Lord have mercy 

Christ have mercy 

Lord have mercy on me 

Lord have mercy 

Christ have mercy 

Lord have mercy on me 

I have built an altar 

Where I've worshipped things of man 

I have taken journeys 

That have drawn me far from You 

Now I am returning 

To Your mercies ever flowing 

Pardon my transgressions 

Help me love You again 

I have longed to know You 

And all Your tender mercies 

Like a river of forgiveness 

Ever flowing without end 

So I bow my heart before You 

In the goodness of Your presence 

Your grace forever shining 

Like a beacon in the night 

tithes and offerings 
 

doxology 

 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him all creatures here below 

Praise Him above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

scripture reading: Acts 21:1-26 
 

God's Word Today: Mike Hsu 
 

sermon:  The Unity in Diversity of the Early Church 
 

sermon outline: 

1. The Spirit-Inspired Wisdom and Discernment of Paul 

2. Paul Remaining Connected in Community, Even in Sharp Disagreement 

3. Paul’s Deference to the Jewish Believers, Despite Being a Missionary to 

Gentiles 

4. Christ and His Cross as the Church’s Source and Power  
 

 

the Lord’s Supper | congregation stands 
 

the Great Thanksgiving 
Minister: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Minister: Lift up your hearts! 

People: We lift them up to the Lord! 

 Minister:    It is right, and good, and a joyful thing, always and everywhere to 

give thanks unto you, O Lord, our Father Almighty, everlasting God. 

Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, 

we laud and magnify Your holy name; evermore praising You and singing: 
 

Holy Lord 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth of Your 

glory are full.  Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! 
 

words of institution and declaration of faith 
Minister: Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

People: Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again. 

 

Minister: the gifts of God for the people of God, take them in remembrance 

that Christ died for you and feed on Him in your hearts by faith and with 

thanksgiving. 
 

distribution of the Bread and the Cup 
 

song of thanksgiving 
 

Dwell 

Though a thousand may fall at my side 

Though the enemy war against me 

I will not fear the terror by night 

I will hide in the shadow of Your wings 

I will dwell in the shelter of the Most High God 

I will rest in the beauty of Your presence 

Your faithfulness is a shield and my great reward 

I will not be afraid 

I will trust in the Lord 
 

You have set me securely on high 

You deliver me out of darkness 

And when evil surrounds my life 

You commanded Your angels to guard me 

I will dwell in the shelter of the Most High God 

I will rest in the beauty of Your presence 

Your faithfulness is a shield and my great reward 

I will not be afraid 

I will trust in the Lord 

 

No weapon formed against me will prosper 

No weapon formed against me will prosper 

No weapon formed against me will prosper 

Says the Lord 

benediction : Romans 15:5-7 

 

 

May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such 

harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you 

may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 

God. 

 
 

peace 
   Minister:   The Peace of the Lord be with you all 

   People:    And also with you 
 

    

   Tithes up to August 31, 2021 
Yearly Budget                         $tba 
Budget Year to Date              $tba 
Actual Giving Year to Date   $181,037  

   Actual Giving Last Week        $8,750 
 

  (CC and other options such as e transfers are 

available via mail@gracevancouver.com)) 

 

 

ministry & contacts 

lead pastor: Mike Hsu – mike@gracevancouver.com  

elders: Wes Wong – wes@gracevancouver.com  

          Tony Lee – tony@gracevancouver.com 

                    John Chan – john@gracevancouver.com  

Advisory :    Dale Clements - dale@gracevancouver.com 

                     Dilys Chiew -dilys@gracevancouver.com  

Office e-mail – mail@gracevancouver.com 

pastoral intern: tba 

Building & Hospitality Team: Alan Quan, John Chan, Tanya Hsu 

CARE Team*: Sarah Merk, Oscar Lo,  

Missions and Mercy Ministries Team (M3)*: Dilys Chiew, Tony Lee,  

Lauren Bentley 

Director of music ministries: Tunyi Dzuthotso 

- musicdirector@gracevancouver.com  

interim director of junior youth & children’s education: tba 

 – gracevankids@gracevancouver.com  

director of prayer current ministries: John Smed 

*If you need help from the CARE Team, please contact the team 

through the office e-mail – mail@gracevancouver.com  

*If you would like to contact the M3 committee, you can reach  

them at dilys@gracevancouver.com  

 

 

GRACE VANCOUVER CHURCH 
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