
  

Sunday August 8 2021                      Acts 12:1-24

     

 

Acts: The Beginnings of Jesus’ 

Church as God’s Coming 

Restoration 

 
 

 

Trusting God in difficult times. 
 

“And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age.”  - Matthew 28:20b 

 

“For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 

rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 

nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.”  - Romans 8:38-39 

 
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 

you.”  - 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

“Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray 

for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of 

a righteous person has great power as it is working.” 

 -James 5:16 
 

 

order of worship 

 
 

prelude 
 

Leader:   The Lord be with you 

People:   and also with you 
 

call to worship | from Exodus 15:1-2; 6-7;11& 18 

 

Leader:   Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD; “I will sing to 

the LORD, for He is highly exalted.  The horse and its rider He has 

hurled into the sea. 
 

 People:  The LORD is my strength and my song; He has become my 

salvation. 

                He is my God, and I will praise Him, my father’s God, and I will exalt 

Him. 

Leader:  Your right hand, O LORD, was majestic in power. Your right hand 

O LORD, shattered the enemy. 

All:          In the greatness of Your majesty You threw down those who 

opposed You. 

Leader: You unleashed Your burning anger; it consumed them like stubble. 

 

All:         Who among the gods is like You, O LORD? Who is like You - majestic 

in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders? The LORD will reign 

for ever and ever! 

 

song of praise 

 
You are God alone 

You are not a god created 

By human hands 

You are not a god dependent 

On any mortal man 

You are not a god in need of 

Anything we can give 

By Your plan\ 

That's just the way it is 

You are God alone from before time began 

You were on Your throne You are God alone 

And right now in the good times and bad 

You are on Your throne You are God alone 

 

You're the only God whose power 

None can contend 

You're the only God whose name and 

Praise will never end 

You're the only God who's worthy 

Of ev'rything we can give 

You are God 

That's just the way it is 

 

You're unchangeable You're unshakable 

You're unstoppable that's what You are 

You're unchangeable You're unshakable 

You're unstoppable that's what You are 

 

Everlasting God 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord 

 

Our God You reign forever 

Our Hope our strong Deliv'rer 

 

You are the everlasting God 

The everlasting God 

You do not faint 

You won't grow weary 

You're the defender of the weak 

You comfort those in need 

You lift us up on wings like eagles 

 

welcome & update 

prayer for the world, the church & the city 
 

confession 
Our gracious and merciful Father, when we look at Your heavens, the 

work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in  

place, what is man that You are mindful of him, and the son of man 

that You care for him? Yet have made him a little lower than the  

heavenly beings and crowned Him with glory and honour. You have 

been faithful to us and blessed us; You have protected us and cared 

for us.  But Lord, forgive us, for when life gets messy we have often 

questioned Your love for us.  We are quick to doubt; we imagine You 

are distant; we worry over answers that we want so desperately from 

You but have not yet received.  We predict future outcomes based 

on the facts as we see them; our imaginations are prone to fear 

rather than trust.  Righteous Father, increase our faith daily to know 

Your love for us.  Help us in our weakness; be our refuge and our 

strength, our great helper in times of trouble. Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from all kinds of evil, we pray in Jesus’ 

name. Amen 

 

private confession 
 

assurance of pardon: Psalm 18:1-3  

“The LORD is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of 

trouble.  Those who know your name will trust in you, for you, LORD, 

have never forsaken those who seek you.” 
 

song of assurance 
  
How Firm A Foundation 

How firm a foundation you saints of the Lord 

Is laid for your faith in His excellent word 

What more can He say than to you He has said 

To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled 

 



Fear not I am with you O be not dismayed 

For I am your God and will still give you aid 

I'll strengthen you help you 

And cause you to stand 

Upheld by My gracious omnipotent hand 

 

In every condition in sickness in health 

In poverty's vale or abounding in wealth 

At home and abroad on the land on the sea 

As your days may demand shall your strength ever be 

 

When through the deep waters I call you to go 

The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow 

For I will be with you your troubles to bless 

And sanctify to you your deepest distress 

 

When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie 

My grace all-sufficient shall be your supply 

The flames shall not hurt you I only design 

Your dross to consume and your gold to refine 

 

The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose 

I will not I will not desert to its foes 

That soul though all hell should endeavor to shake 

I'll never no never no never forsake 
 

tithes and offerings 

doxology 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him all creatures here below 

Praise Him above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

scripture reading: Acts 12:1-24 

 

God's Word Today: Tony Lee 
 

sermon:  Trusting God in difficult times. 
 

sermon outline: 

1. The fate of James and Peter contrasted 

2. The fervent prayers of the church; yet not quite believing what God 

can do 

3. Herod gets his just punishment  

4. God sets us up for success when we trust and follow him – “And 

behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age”  

Matt 28:20b. Do we truly believe this promise?  

5. God sees our problems, hears our prayers and gives us peace 
 

song of thanksgiving 
 

How Firm A Foundation 

How firm a foundation you saints of the Lord 

Is laid for your faith in His excellent word 

What more can He say than to you He has said 

To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled 

 

Fear not I am with you O be not dismayed 

For I am your God and will still give you aid 

I'll strengthen you help you 

And cause you to stand 

Upheld by My gracious omnipotent hand 

 

In every condition in sickness in health 

In poverty's vale or abounding in wealth 

At home and abroad on the land on the sea 

As your days may demand shall your strength ever be 

 

When through the deep waters I call you to go 

The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow 

For I will be with you your troubles to bless 

And sanctify to you your deepest distress 

 

When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie 

My grace all-sufficient shall be your supply 

The flames shall not hurt you I only design 

Your dross to consume and your gold to refine 

 

The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose 

I will not I will not desert to its foes 

That soul though all hell should endeavor to shake 

I'll never no never no never forsake 

 

benediction: Romans15:13 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by 

the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
 

peace 
 

   Minister:   The Peace of the Lord be with you all 

   People:    And also with you 

 

 Tithes up to July 30, 2021 
Yearly Budget                         $tba 
Budget Year to Date              $tba 
Actual Giving Year to Date   $150,146  

   Actual Giving Last Week        $5,425 
 

  (CC and other options such as e transfers are 

available via mail@gracevancouver.com)) 

 

ministry & contacts 

lead pastor: Mike Hsu - mike@gracevancouver.com 

elders: Wes Wong – wesvoy@gmail.com  

          Tony Lee - tcykl@hotmail.com 

                   John Chan – johnchanwfg@gmail.com  

administrator: Dale Clements - mail@gracevancouver.com 

pastoral intern: tba 

Building & Hospitality Team: Alan Quan, John Chan, Tanya Hsu 

CARE Team*: Dan Ko, Sarah Merk, Oscar Lo,  

Missions and Mercy Ministries Team (M3)*: Dilys Chiew, Tony Lee,  

Lauren Bentley 

Director of music ministries: Tunyi Dzuthotso 

- musicdirector@gracevancouver.com 

interim director of junior youth & children’s education: tba 

 – gracevankids@gracevancouver.com 

director of prayer current ministries: John Smed 

 

*If you need help from the CARE Team, please contact Dan Ko 

at patiohaven@live.com 

*If you would like to contact the M3 committee, you can reach  

them at m3@gracevancouver.com 

 

GRACE VANCOUVER CHURCH 

1696 west 7th avenue (at pine)|604.738.3537  

gracevancouver.com 

facebook.com/gracevancouverchurch       

lead pastor mike hsu|  

office hours: Tuesdays,Thursdays - Fridays 11am-3pm 

music permission by CCLI#1823266 
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