
 Sunday July18 2021                        Acts 8:26-40

  

 

Acts: The Beginnings of Jesus’ 

Church as God’s Coming 

Restoration 
 

 

 

The Divine Plan and the Opening of Doors 

 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” -Acts 1:8 

 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so 

that at the proper time he may exalt you, casting all your 

anxieties on him, because he cares for you.  -1 Peter 5:6-7 

 

Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is 

near; 

let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 

thoughts; 

let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him, 

and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. - Isaiah 55:6-7 

 

And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on 

all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and 

the boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should seek 

God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he 

is actually not far from each one of us -Acts 17:26-27 

 

“Ah, fondest, blindest, weakest, I am He Who thou seekest! Thou 

drawest love from thee, who drawest Me.” -Francis Thompson 

 
 

 

order of worship 
 

prelude 
 

Leader:   He is Risen! 

People:   He is Risen Indeed! 
 

call to worship: Psalm 146 

Leader:   Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul! I will praise the Lord as 

long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

People:   Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the 

Lord his God, who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives 

food to the hungry. The Lord sets the prisoners free; 

Leader:  The Lord opens the eyes of the blind. The Lord lifts up those who are 

bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous. The Lord watches over 

the sojourners; he upholds the widow and the fatherless, but the 

way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

All:           The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations. 

Praise the Lord!  

song of praise 

O Worship the King 

O worship the King all glorious above 

And gratefully sing His power and His love 

Our Shield and Defender the Ancient of Days 

Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise 

 

O tell of His might O sing of His grace 

Whose robe is the light whose canopy space 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form 

And dark is His path on the wings of the storm 

 

Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite 

It breathes in the air it shines in the light 

It streams from the hills it descends to the plain 

And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain 

 

Frail children of dust and feeble as frail 

In Thee do we trust nor find Thee to fail 

Thy mercies how tender how firm to the end 

Our Maker Defender Redeemer and Friend 

welcome & update 
 

prayer for the world, the church & the city 
 

confession 
Our God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, you have sent us into your world as your 

ambassadors, but at times we have resisted this new identity.  Forgive us, we 

pray.  Give us hearts for the people you have placed in our lives.  Overcome 

our fear and indifference.  Knit us into a community that loves the lost, serves 

the broken, and welcomes the stranger.  Protect us from removing your 

mission from our day to day lives.  May your glory be seen and known, as we 

live under your gracious care. Amen. 

 

 

 

private confession 
 

assurance of pardon: 1 Peter 2:9-10 

You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 

belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you 

out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10Once you were not a people, but 

now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now 

you have received mercy. 

 
 

song of assurance 
  
The Steadfast Love of the Lord 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases 

His mercies never come to an end 

They are new every morning, new every morning 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O Lord 

Great is Thy faithfulness 

 

tithes and offerings 
 

doxology 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him all creatures here below 

Praise Him above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

scripture reading: Acts 8:26-40 

 

God's Word Today Mike Hsu 
 

sermon:  The Divine Plan and the Opening of Doors 

 

sermon outline: 

1. Ancient Ethiopia and the Eunuch 

2. The Eunuch’s Interaction with Philip 

3. The Reaching Out of the Eunuch and of Philip 

4. Our Part in this Story  

 

the Lord’s Supper | congregation stands 

 

the Great Thanksgiving 
Minister:    The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Minister:    Lift up your hearts! 

People:    We lift them up to the Lord! 

Minister: It is right, and good, and a joyful thing, always and everywhere to 

give thanks unto you, O Lord, our Father Almighty, everlasting God. 

Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company 

of heaven, we laud and magnify Your holy name; evermore 

praising You and singing: 

 

 

 

 



 

Holy Lord 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth of Your 

glory are full.  Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! 

 

 

words of institution and declaration of faith 
Minister: Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

People:  Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again. 

Minister: the gifts of God for the people of God, take them in remembrance  

that Christ died for you and feed on Him in your hearts by faith and 

with thanksgiving. 

 

distribution of the Bread and the Cup 
 

song of thanksgiving 
 

By Faith 

By faith we see the hand of God 

In the light of creation's grand design 

In the lives of those who prove His faithfulness 

Who walk by faith and not by sight 

 

By faith our fathers roamed the earth 

With the pow'r of His promise in their hearts 

Of a holy city built by God's own hand 

A place where peace and justice reign 

 

We will stand as children of the promise 

We will fix our eyes on Him our soul's reward 

Till the race is finished and the work is done 

We'll walk by faith and not by sight 

 

By faith the prophets saw a day 

When the longed-for Messiah would appear 

With the pow'r to break the chains of sin and death 

And rise triumphant from the grave 

 

By faith the church was called to go 

In the pow'r of the Spirit to the lost 

To deliver captives and to preach good news 

In ev'ry corner of the earth 

 

By faith the mountain shall be moved 

And the pow'r of the gospel shall prevail 

For we know in Christ all things are possible 

For all who call upon His name 

 

benediction: | 2 Corinthians 13:14 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

 

 

Peace 
 

   Minister:   The Peace of the Lord be with you all 

   People:    And also with you 

 

  

 Tithes up to June 30, 2021 
Yearly Budget                         $tba 
Budget Year to Date              $tba 
Actual Giving Year to Date   $133,024  

   Actual Giving Last Week        $2,500 
 

  (CC and other options such as e transfers are 

available via mail@gracevancouver.com)) 

 

 

 

ministry & contacts 

lead pastor: Mike Hsu - mike@gracevancouver.com 

elders: Wes Wong – wesvoy@gmail.com  

          Tony Lee - tcykl@hotmail.com 

                   John Chan – johnchanwfg@gmail.com  

administrator: Dale Clements - mail@gracevancouver.com 

pastoral intern: Jon Fung – jofu416@gmail.com  

Building & Hospitality Team: Alan Quan, John Chan, Tanya Hsu 

CARE Team*: Dan Ko, Sarah Merk, Oscar Lo,  

Missions and Mercy Ministries Team (M3)*: Dilys Chiew, Tony Lee,  

Lauren Bentley 

Director of music ministries: Tunyi Dzuthotso 

- musicdirector@gracevancouver.com 

interim director of junior youth & children’s education: Jon Fung 

– gracevankids@gracevancouver.com 

director of prayer current ministries: John Smed 

 

*If you need help from the CARE Team, please contact Dan Ko 

at patiohaven@live.com 

*If you would like to contact the M3 committee, you can reach  

them at m3@gracevancouver.com 

 

 

GRACE VANCOUVER CHURCH 

1696 west 7th avenue (at pine)|604.738.3537  

gracevancouver.com 

facebook.com/gracevancouverchurch       

lead pastor mike hsu|  

office hours: Tuesdays,Thursdays - Fridays 11am-3pm 

music permission by CCLI#1823266 
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