
Sunday April 18 2021                         Matthew 18:21-35 

  

 
Eastertide: the Hope of a New Creation 

 
 

Forgiveness as the Test 
 

Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother 

sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus 

said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

- Matthew 18:21-22 

 

“Conflict is a divine assignment” -Ken Sande 

 

Lamech said to his wives: 

“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; 

    you wives of Lamech, listen to what I say: 

I have killed a man for wounding me, 

    a young man for striking me. 

If Cain's revenge is sevenfold, 

    then Lamech's is seventy-sevenfold.” 

Genesis 4:23-24 

 

For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 

forgive you, but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will 

your Father forgive your trespasses. 

Matthew 6:14-15 

 

“God’s judgement is as powerful a motivator as His mercy.” -Frederick 

Dale Bruner 

 

 

Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 

hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one 

another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each 

other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 

Colossians 3:12-13 

 

 

 

 

order of worship 
 

prelude 
 

Leader:   He is Risen 

People:   He is Risen Indeed 
 

call to worship:  
 

Leader: We will praise you, O Lord. You have comforted us. 

People: The Lord, the Lord is our strength and our song;  

He has become our salvation.  

We will trust and not be afraid.  

With joy we will draw water from the wells of salvation. 

Leader: Give thanks to the Lord, call on His name;  

make known among the nations what He has done,  

and proclaim that His name is exalted  

All: Sing to the Lord, for He has done glorious things;  

let this be known in all the earth. 

Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion,  

for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
 

song of praise 

Because He Lives 

God sent His Son they called Him Jesus 

He came to love heal and forgive 

He bled and died to buy my pardon 

An empty grave is there to prove 

My Savior lives 

Because He lives I can face tomorrow 

Because He lives all fear is gone 

Because I know He holds the future 

And life is worth the living 

Just because He lives 

How sweet to hold our newborn baby 

And feel the pride and joy he gives 

But greater still the calm assurance 

This child can face uncertain days 

Because Christ lives 

And then one day I'll cross that river 

I'll fight life's final war with pain 

And then as death gives way to vict'ry 

I'll see the lights of glory 

And I'll know He reigns 

welcome & update 

story of the kingdom: Jacob and Lily Thomas 

prayer for the world, the church & the city 

confession 
Father in heaven, thank you for the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Thank 

you for reconciling us to yourself. Thank you for inviting us to follow 

Jesus and to lay down our lives. We come to you this morning 

grateful for your grace, yet aware of our failures and shortcomings. 

When, at times, we deny you, Lord, when the risks of discipleship are 

high, and we are nowhere to be found; When we wash our hands of 

responsibility; when we seek to buy freedom with silver or by our vain 

and fruitless self-determination; when fear keeps us from bearing 

witness to your truth, or our worship of independence keeps us from 

believing it, Lord, for all these things, forgive us. In the bright light of 

Easter, O God, our sin is exposed, and your grace is revealed. Tender 

God, raise us in with you in the power of the resurrection. In the name 

of Jesus, the Risen One. Amen 
 

 private confession 
 

assurance of pardon: Romans 8: 31-34 

   What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against 

us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he 

not also with him graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge 

against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is 

the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right 

hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 

 

song of assurance 
 

Living Hope 

How great the chasm that lay between us 

How high the mountain I could not climb 

In desperation I turned to heaven 

And spoke Your name into the night 

Then through the darkness Your loving-kindness 

Tore through the shadows of my soul 

The work is finished the end is written 

Jesus Christ my living hope 

Who could imagine so great a mercy 

What heart could fathom such boundless grace 

The God of ages stepped down from glory 

To wear my sin and bear my shame 

The cross has spoken I am forgiven 

The King of kings calls me His own 

Beautiful Savior I’m Yours forever 

Jesus Christ my living hope 

Hallelujah praise the One who set me free 

Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me 

You have broken every chain 

There’s salvation in Your name 

Jesus Christ my living hope 

Then came the morning that sealed the promise 

Your buried body began to breathe 

Out of the silence the Roaring Lion 

Declared the grave has no claim on me 

Jesus Yours is the victory 

 

tithes and offerings 



 

doxology 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him all creatures here below 

Praise Him above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

scripture reading : Matthew 18:21-35 

  

Reader:    The Word of the Lord 

People:     Thanks be to God 
 
 

God's Word Today Mike Hsu 
 

Sermon:  Forgiveness as the Test 
 

sermon outline: 

1. The Hard Edges of Community Life 

2. The Test of a Life that Bears Witness 

3. The Parable that Gives Us Failing Marks 

4. The Cost of Forgiveness 

 

the Lord’s Supper | congregation stands  

(Elements Offered Outdoors 11:45am-12:15pm) 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Minister: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Minister: Lift up your hearts! 

People: We lift them up to the Lord! 

Minister: It is right, and good, and a joyful thing, always and everywhere to 

give thanks unto you, O Lord, our Father Almighty, everlasting 

God. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your holy name; 

evermore praising You and singing: 

 

Holy Lord-  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth of Your 

glory are full.  Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! 
 

words of institution and declaration of faith 
  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

People: Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again. 

 

Minister: The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance 

that Christ died for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith and with 

thanksgiving. 

 

distribution of the Bread and the Cup 
 

song of thanksgiving 
 

How Great is Our God 

The splendour of the King 

Clothed in majesty 

Let all the earth rejoice 

All the earth rejoice 

He wraps Himself in light 

And darkness tries to hide 

And trembles at His voice 

And trembles at His voice 

How great is our God 

Sing with me 

How great is our God 

And all will see how great 

How great is our God 

And age to age He stands 

And time is in His hands 

Beginning and the End 

Beginning and the End 

The Godhead three in one 

Father Spirit Son 

The Lion and the Lamb 

The Lion and the Lamb 

Name above all names 

Worthy of all praise 

My heart will sing 

How great is our God 

Benediction: | Hebrews 13:20-21 

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord 

Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal 

covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working 

in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

Peace 
 

   Minister:   The Peace of the Lord be with you all 

   People:    And also with you 
 

   Tithes up to March 31, 2021 
Yearly Budget                        $tba 

Budget Year to Date             $tba 

 Actual Giving Year to Date   $75,713  

 Actual Giving Last Week        $5,999 

 

(CC and other options such as e transfers are available via 

mail@gracevancouver.com)) 

 

ministry & contacts 

lead pastor: Mike Hsu - mike@gracevancouver.com 

elders: Wes Wong – wesvoy@gmail.com  

          Tony Lee - tcykl@hotmail.com 

                   John Chan – johnchanwfg@gmail.com  

administrator: Dale Clements - mail@gracevancouver.com 

pastoral intern: Jon Fung – jofu416@gmail.com  

Building & Hospitality Team: Alan Quan, John Chan, Tanya Hsu 

CARE Team*: Dan Ko, Sarah Merk, Oscar Lo,  

Missions and Mercy Ministries Team (M3)*: Dilys Chiew, Tony Lee,  

Lauren Bentley 

Director of music ministries: Tunyi Dzuthotso 

musicdirector@gracevancouver.com 

interim director of junior youth & children’s education: Jon Fung 

– gracevankids@gracevancouver.com 

director of prayer current ministries: John Smed 

 

*If you need help from the CARE Team, please contact Dan Ko 

at patiohaven@live.com 

*If you would like to contact the M3 committee, you can reach  

them at m3@gracevancouver.com 

 

GRACE VANCOUVER CHURCH 

1696 west 7th avenue (at pine)|604.738.3537  

gracevancouver.com 

facebook.com/gracevancouverchurch       

lead pastor mike hsu|  

office hours: Tuesdays,Thursdays - Fridays 11am-3pm 

 music permission by  

CCLI#1823266 
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