
 

Sunday January 10 2021                        Matthew 2:1-12                 

  

 
The Light of the Nations 

 
"A beautiful instance of real harmony, amidst apparent contradiction, 

is here exhibited. A star from heaven announces that he is a king, to 

whom a manger, intended for cattle, serves for a throne, because he 

is refused admittance among the lowest of the people. His majesty 

shines in the East, while in Judea it is so far from being acknowledged, 

that it is visited by many marks of dishonor. Why is this? The heavenly 

Father chose to appoint the star and the Magi as our guides, to lead 

directly to his Son: while he stripped him of all earthly splendor, for the 

purpose of informing us that his kingdom is spiritual. This history conveys 

profitable instruction, not only because God brought the Magi to his 

Son, as the first-fruits of the Gentiles, but also because he appointed 

the kingdom of his Son to receive their commendation, and that of the 

star, for the confirmation of our faith; that the wicked and malignant 

contempt of his nation might not render him less estimable in our eyes." 

- John Calvin 

 

For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show 

God's truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the 

patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his 

mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 

    and sing to your name.” 

And again it is said, 

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 

And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

    and let all the peoples extol him.” 

And again Isaiah says, 

“The root of Jesse will come, 

    even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 

in him will the Gentiles hope.” 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 

that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

- Romans 15:8-13 

      

 

 

order of worship 
 

prelude 
 

Leader:   The Lord be with you 

People:   and also with you 
 

 call to worship from Psalm 86:8-12 

 

 Leader:  
 Among the gods there is none like you, Lord; 

no deeds can compare with yours. 

All the nations you have made  

will come and worship before you, Lord; 

they will bring glory to your name. 

For you are great and do marvelous deeds; 

you alone are God. 

Teach me your way, LORD, 

that I may rely on your faithfulness; 

give me undivided heart, 

that I may fear your name. 

I will praise you, Lord my God, with all my heart; 

I will glorify your name forever. 

 

song of praise 

 
You are God alone 

You are not a god created 

By human hands 

You are not a god dependent 

On any mortal man 

You are not a god in need of 

Anything we can give 

By Your plan 

That's just the way it is 

 

You are God alone from before time began 

You were on Your throne You are God alone 

And right now in the good times and bad 

You are on Your throne You are God alone 

 

You're the only God whose power 

None can contend 

You're the only God whose name and 

Praise will never end 

You're the only God who's worthy 

Of ev'rything we can give 

You are God 

That's just the way it is  

 

You're unchangeable You're unshakable 

You're unstoppable that's what You are 

You're unchangeable You're unshakable 

You're unstoppable that's what You are 

 

welcome & update 

 

prayer for the world, the church & the city 

confession 
 

Heavenly Father, we confess to you that we desire dominion rather 

than service, control rather than grace, our own desires over your 

promises.  We live to rule over our own hearts, over our own worlds, 

and so our kingdoms take precedence over yours.  We ask you, in  

Christ’s name, to forgive our usurping hearts, and create in us a 

proper humility, that we might worship and honour you rightly under 

the Kingship of Lord Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

private confession 
 

assurance of pardon: Isaiah 45:22-25 

Turn to me and be saved, 

all the ends of the earth! 

For I am God, and there is no other. 

By myself I have sworn; 

from my mouth has gone out in righteousness 

a word that shall not return: 

‘To me every knee shall bow, 

every tongue shall swear allegiance.’ 

“Only in the LORD, it shall be said of me, 

are righteousness and strength; 

to him shall come and be ashamed 

all who were incensed against him. 

In the LORD all the offspring of Israel 

shall be justified and shall glory.” 

 
 

song of assurance 
 

Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus 

O soul are you weary and troubled 

No light in the darkness you see 

There's light for a look at the Savior 

And life more abundant and free 

 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus 

Look full in His wonderful face 

And the things of earth 

Will grow strangely dim 

In the light of His glory and grace 

 

Through death into life everlasting 

He passed and we follow Him there 

Over us sin no more hath dominion 

For more than conquerors we are 

 

His Word shall not fail you He promised 

Believe Him and all will be well 

Then go to a world that is dying 

His perfect salvation to tell 

 

tithes and offerings 

  



doxology 

 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him all creatures here below 

Praise Him above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

scripture reading : Matthew 2:1-12 

  

Reader:    The Word of the Lord 

People:     Thanks be to God 
 
 

God's Word Today Rolland Li 
 

Sermon : The Light of the Nations 

 

Sermon Outline: 

1. The Historical Context: Who are the Magi? 

2. The Significance of Epiphany: The Revealing of Christ to the Gentiles 

3. The Responses to the Birth of Christ 

 

song of thanksgiving 
 

We Fall Down/I Give You My Heart/I Love You, Lord 

We fall down we lay our crowns 

At the feet of Jesus 

The greatness of mercy and love 

At the feet of Jesus 

 

And we cry holy holy holy 

And we cry holy holy holy 

And we cry holy holy holy 

Is the Lamb 

 

This is my desire 

To honour You 

Lord with all my heart 

I worship You 

All I have within me 

I give You praise 

All that I adore is in You 

 

Lord I give You my heart 

I give You my soul 

I live for You alone 

Ev'ry breath that I take 

Ev'ry moment I'm awake 

Lord have Your way in me 

 

I love You Lord 

And I lift my voice 

To worship You 

O my soul rejoice 

Take joy my King 

In what You hear 

May it be a sweet sweet sound 

In Your ear 

 

 

 

Benediction: Numbers 6:24-26 

 

The LORD bless you and keep you; 

The LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

The LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 

Peace 
 

   Minister:   The Peace of the Lord be with you all 

   People:    And also with you 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Tithes  

Yearly Budget                    $tba 

Budget Year to Date               $tba 

 Actual Giving Year to Date    $17,059  

 Actual Giving Last Week        $17,059 

 

(CC and other options such as e transfers are available via 

mail@gracevancouver.com)) 

 

 

 

ministry & contacts 

lead pastor: Mike Hsu - mike@gracevancouver.com 

elders: Wes Wong - wes.genesis@gmail.com,  

          Tony Lee - tcykl@hotmail.com 

administrator: Dale Clements - mail@gracevancouver.com 

pastoral intern: Rolland Li - rolland.li@hotmail.com 

Building & Hospitality Team: Alan Quan, John Chan, Tanya Hsu 

CARE Team*: Dan Ko, Sarah Merk, Oscar Lo, James Wikkerink  

Missions and Mercy Ministries Team (M3)*: Dilys Chiew, Tony Lee,  

Sandi Wikkerink 

Director of music ministries: Tunyi Dzuthotso 

musicdirector@gracevancouver.com 

interim director of junior youth & children’s education: Rolland Li 

– gracevankids@gracevancouver.com 

director of prayer current ministries: John Smed 

*If you need help from the CARE Team, please contact Dan Ko 

at patiohaven@live.com 

*If you would like to contact the M3 committee, you can reach  

them at m3@gracevancouver.com 
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