
	 	 A word on the recent demolition 

	 	 of Trinity Lutheran Church,


	 	 

		 First, we would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to 		
	 	 every last person who has reached out to us to lend 	 	
	 	 words of encouragement and consolation during this 		
	 	 challenging time. Your words have been nothing less 		

	 	 than blessings from heaven. Thank you for reminding 		
	 	 us we are not in this alone. It’s meant the world to us.


And while we are on words of thanks, we would like to thank the folks at Four Seasons. 
Not only have they been consummate professionals, they have also been easy to work 
with, respectful, considerate, and gracious. We couldn’t have chosen anyone better for 
such an important project.


We can’t forget to thank our sisters and brothers at Faith Lutheran Church, either. After 
the explosion, you welcomed us in with open arms. Since then, you have gone out of 
your way to make your space ours, too. Thank you for carving out a place for us to 
bring many precious artifacts to your sanctuary.

We couldn’t have chosen any better partners. We look forward to continuing working 
toward unifying our congregations into one new little outpost of the kingdom of God in 
our beloved Burlington.


And to everyone upset to see this historic building go, so are we. We don’t want to 
compare, but we think we can safely say the demolition saddens no one more than us. 
We spent over a year in discernment after the explosion. As we investigated the 
damage and prayed, it became more and more apparent we could not in good 
conscience try to merely patch up the damage.

First of all, the damage was such that there was very likely no way to rebuild. 
Furthermore, the church has a mission. And that mission includes more than buildings. 
So while we love our building, we felt called to try and love Christ’s mission even more.

That is not to say that beloved sanctuary didn’t faithfully help us carry out that mission 
for many years. In fact, what’s so special about that place for us was that it was where 
many of us first met Christ. What’s more, it’s where we kept meeting him. And, 
generous Lord that he is, it’s where we met many other friends in Christ. Many of us 
have some of our happiest and most blessed memories within the walls of that 
sanctuary.


We would also like to assure everyone that we salvaged everything in that church, too. 
We saved every stained glass window, salvaged the cornerstones, and allowed the 
Preservation Station to claim whatever artifacts we couldn’t rescue ourselves.

We’d love to show you how we saved the great welcoming window! It’s already happily 
installed at Faith Lutheran. It looks utterly charming. And we think you’ll like it, too.




Lastly, we would be remiss if we didn’t say there’s a place for you here if you’ve ever 
had your life crumble or had to make a decision when none of the options felt good. 
We know what it’s like. And we know how to make space for you when you’re in the 
thick of it, too. We all have more personal experience with this sort of unpleasantness 
than we wish we did.

We do need to say, though, we also learned that Christ draws especially close to the 
brokenhearted. Christ came ever so near to us when we were at our lowest. And he 
didn’t come with advice or judgment, either. No, he came with words of love that 
sheltered us and built us up in his image.

It’s been the most life-changing experience any of us have ever experienced. And we’d 
love to share it with you. We worship at Faith Lutheran on Sunday mornings at 10 am. 
We’re a hodgepodge group of sinners reclaimed by the Lord. So if you’ve ever been 
laid low or had trouble walking through the doors of an established church, we think 
you’ll feel right at home with us!


We’d love for you to help us be a place that continues to welcome the down-and-out 
into the embrace of the Lord, who lifts and receives all into his incredible love,


