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 TRINITY TIDINGS  

The Time after  

       Pentecost  

Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for he who has promised is 
faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one 
another to love and good deeds, not neglecting 
to meet together, as is the habit of some, but  
encouraging one another, and all the more as 
you see the Day approaching. 
The Letter to the Hebrews (10:23-25) 
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About Our Newsletter . . . 
 

The Tidings can also be found on our website at:  
holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events/
serving-scheduletidings 

 

Please continue to keep us informed of any changes to 
your email address, as well as to your home address, 
telephone number(s) and membership status by emailing 
or calling the church office.   
 

We welcome your suggestions and comments concerning 
our newsletter, its format, etc. Please email or call the 
church office with your comments and suggestions. 

Greetings to Our Readers 
 

If you are reading this newsletter from Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Hasbrouck Heights and are   
either looking for a church home or you are just  
interested in finding out more about what goes on at 
Holy Trinity, we invite you to come and worship with 
us, to visit our website and/or to call the church   
office. Pastor Susan can be reached at the office or 
by email. The information you will need to contact us 
is in the box below. If you should call the office and 
get our answering machine, please be assured that 
your call will be returned at our first available       
moment. We always look forward to welcoming both   
newcomers and familiar faces. 

Blessing of the Animals  
and  

Commemoration of  
St. Francis 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Sunday, October 6 
12 Noon—Front Lawn 

 

St. Francis of Assisi is remembered not only as a 
friend of animals, but primarily as a renewer of the 
church, urging the church to be faithful to the Gospel.  
Francis, the son of a wealthy cloth merchant,         
renounced his wealth and future inheritance and   
devoted himself to the poor.  He said that all followers 
of Christ had the task to preach the Gospel and to 
“use words if necessary.” 
 

In commemoration of St. Francis, please join us on 
Sunday, October 6, on the front lawn at noon and 
BRING YOUR PETS for a brief, but maybe raucous,   
special Blessing of the Animals Service. 

 

 

 

COME AND WORSHIP  
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
 92 Burton Avenue 

   Hasbrouck Heights, NJ 07604 
201-288-6889  ·  Fax 201-288-0645 

htlchhnj@gmail.com 
www.holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com 

 

Sundays 
10:30 AM – Service of Holy Communion  

Coffee Fellowship After the Service 
 

9:15 AM – Sunday School  

9:15 AM – 2nd Sunday Joyful Noise Worship  
 

1st Tuesday of Every Month 
7 PM – Taizé Evening Prayer  

 

The Ministers ...................................... The People of Holy Trinity 
Pastor The Rev. Susan Nelson-Colaneri 

pastorsusanholytrinitynj@gmail.com 
201-288-6889 

Parish Musician ................................................ Maksim Shtrykov 
mshtrykov@gmail.com 

347-605-0910 
Administrative Assistant .............................................. Terry Mills 
Editor ................................................................... Judy Danilchick 

 

November 3, 2019 

Daylight Savings Time ends  

Sunday at 2 AM 

Remember to turn your clocks 

back the night before! 

http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events/serving-scheduletidings
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events/serving-scheduletidings
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[Jesus] entered Jericho and was passing through it. 
A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector 
and was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was . . . 
Luke 19:1-3a 
 

Zacchaeus was a wee little man, and a wee little man was he. 
He climbed into a sycamore tree, for the Lord he wanted to see. 
As the Savior passed his way, he looked up in the tree, 
And he said, “Zacchaeus, you come down! 
For I’m coming to your house today!” 
Traditional children’s bible song. 
 

Zacchaeus was a wee little man . . . Those of us of the baby-boom generation   
who grew up going to Sunday school regularly are no doubt familiar with the story of 
Zacchaeus and the song about the day that Jesus brought salvation to him and his 
house. This was a favorite story of mine—along with the song—when I was a young 
child. I loved imagining the scene.  Jesus walking along with the crowd and his disciples and he stops and looks up to see a 
“wee little man” (who I could even imagine was me!). Not only does Jesus notice Zacchaeus but he calls him by name and tells 
him he must “stay at his house” this very day. My childhood faith could imagine nothing greater than that. Imagine Jesus    
coming for a sleep-over at your house! What fun! 
 

Zacchaeus . . . he was a chief tax collector and was rich. Now that I am older . . . (okay, much older!) . . . I notice the details 
of this story in a different way than I did as a child. Now I know a little more about what it might mean that Zacchaeus was a 
“chief tax collector” and that he was rich. Now I know that he was very likely someone who, in fact, defrauded others (especially 
the poor) into giving more than the Roman Empire required so he could enrich himself at the expense of others. Now I know 
that a tax collector was feared and despised by the people they exploited. Now I know that a chief tax collector would be feared 
and despised most of all. Why would Jesus want to go to his house? 
 

He climbed up into a sycamore tree . . . Apparently the “big” man in town, the chief tax collector was of “short stature.” Could 
there be a greater irony? Zacchaeus had to climb into a tree in order to “see who Jesus was.”  Now that is a loaded statement! 
Zacchaeus is acting like a paparazzi who wants to glimpse the local celebrity. He has no idea what it really means to “see who 
Jesus” is. Low and behold, Jesus stops at the tree and looks up right at Zacchaeus. In another moment of irony, Jesus, who is 
on his way to Jerusalem where he will die on “the tree” of the Cross, tells Zacchaeus to come down from his tree.  Zacchaeus 
is not only going to get a good look at Jesus, he is actually going to have an “audience” with him in his own home. Things are 
going to get “up close and personal” and Zacchaeus will truly “see” Jesus. 
 

Zacchaeus, you come down! For I’m coming to your house today . . . What a shock for Jesus to stop and give Zacchaeus 
the honor of staying at his house that night. Zacchaeus responds with joy. The crowd responds by grumbling because Jesus, 
once again, is choosing to spend time with a sinner. And yet, by calling out to Zacchaeus, Jesus has initiated his salvation. And 
Zacchaeus responds by saying he will make reparations. He will give half his possessions to the poor and will even repay any 
fraud (which he more than likely did!) fourfold. This goes far beyond what Jewish law demands. And with that, Jesus declares, 
“Salvation has come to this house!” 
 

For the Son of Man came to seek out and save the lost . . . We each look for God in various ways but we can take a few 
tips from Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus humbles himself not only in running and climbing a tree, disregarding appearances, but also 
by heeding what Jesus says to him. His grace-filled generous response to his encounter with Christ changed not only his life 
but the life of his community and the ones he wronged. Relationships were changed. Yes, there were a few who were not 
pleased to see the transformation of Zacchaeus, but that didn’t diminish his joy. His repentance was a demonstration of the 
presence of God’s salvation in the world. May we all know and rejoice in such repentance! 
 

                                                                                  In the peace and joy of the Lord which is our strength, 



 THE TIDINGS

The Sundays of  

2019 

Pentecost XVII, October 6  (Blessing of the Animals at Noon) 
Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust in the Lord. 
A little faith goes a long way is our Lord’s point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s worth has miraculous potential. The 
patience, tenacity and endurance required for the life of faith are the blessings received in water and the word (holy 
baptism), bread and wine (holy communion), the word read and proclaimed in this assembly. Anticipate them. Receive 
them with thanksgiving. 

 
Pentecost XVIII, October 13 

  9:15 AM—Joyful Noise Worship  

10:30 AM—Traditional Holy Communion 
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart. 
It’s a miracle! Multiple miracles! The waters of holy baptism heal us; the body and blood of Jesus in holy communion 
make us clean. We have died with Christ and been raised with him. For all these things, we have returned to offer 
thanks. From this place we are sent on our way rejoicing to share the good news. 

 
Pentecost XIX, October 20 
My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.  
Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is the encouragement of the Christ of the gospel today. Persistence in our every 
encounter with the divine will be blessed. Wrestle with the word. Remember your baptism again and again. Come  
regularly to Christ’s table. Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will be blessed. 

 
Reformation Sunday, October 27   Where your heart is . . . Dwelling in the Word, Week I 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
On Sunday, October 27, and Sunday, November 3, we will dwell in the 
same three Bible texts: the first from Ezekiel 36 where God promises     
he will put a new heart and new spirit within us; the second from           
Hebrews 10 which invites us to commit ourselves anew with             
hearts that have been sprinkled clean; and the gospel from the            
Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5, where Jesus tells us that where     
our treasure is, there our hearts will be also. On Reformation Sunday,   
we will consider some  teachings of Martin Luther and the human heart. 

 
 

Wear red to celebrate the Reformation! 
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The Sundays of  

  
2019 

All Saints Sunday, November 3  Remembrance of All Saints 

Where your heart is . . . Dwelling in the Word, Week II 

 Commitment Sunday 

See Reformation Sunday, October 27! 
On All Saints Sunday, we will consider what we can learn from 
the saints of yesterday and today about what to give your heart to. 
 
 

Pentecost XXII, November 10   

  9:15 AM—Joyful Noise Worship  

10:30 AM—Traditional Holy Communion—Blessing and Thanksgiving for Veterans 

Keep me as the apple of your eye; hide me under the shadow of your wings. 
We worship on the first day of the week because our Savior was raised on that day. Every Sunday is a little Easter. 
This Sunday feels more like Easter than many as the appointed texts celebrate the reality of the resurrection. Our 
God is the God of the Living. 
 

Pentecost XXIII, November 17 
In righteousness will the Lord judge the world. 
The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of today’s texts is ominous. But the 
baptized know how to live in the “mean-times.” The baptized are strengthened for the living of these days in word 
and sacrament. We rally around the invitation of the apostle: “Do not be weary in doing what is right.” 
 

CHRIST THE KING, November 24 
I will be exalted among the nations. 
Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” finds ironic fulfillment in the execution 
of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears so utterly contradictory that the King should be crucified with 
the criminal. This victory appears for all the world as ignominious defeat. Yet through the gate of death our Lord 
opens the door to paradise.  

 

Thanksgiving Eve Eucharist 
Wednesday, November 27 at 7 PM 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Come join us for an evening of gratitude and prayer for a peaceable common life. 

We invite you to bring a donation of canned vegetables, soup, pasta or other food item for the local food pantry. 
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Joyful Noise Worship*  
2nd Sundays at 9:15 AM 

Sunday, October 13 
Sunday, November 10  

*Faith5 Family Communion will now be known as Joyful Noise Worship.  
 

Who is Joyful Noise Worship for? 
Joyful Noise Worship is for everyone but is especially designed for children with Autism, PDD-NOS, ADHD, Down     
Syndrome and any other developmental/physical challenges. This joy-filled service will bring together children with and 
without disabilities, giving them the opportunity to learn from one another about God’s love for them; all in an atmosphere 
of understanding and acceptance. This 30-minute Christian service combines music, movement, prayer, Bible stories, and 
Holy Communion. Children and adults will learn about Jesus’ love for them and all of God’s people. For more information, 

contact our Joyful Noise liaison, Lisa Janeiro at l.janeiro@yahoo.com. 
 

Join us at this beautiful worship service 
and helping us to share God’s love with all his children as we: 

Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord!  (Psalm 100:1) 

First Tuesday 
Evening Prayer 
7 PM 
 

October 1 

Instruments of peace 
 

November 5 

One who is greater than our hearts .  
 

Join us for 30 peaceful minutes of  
simple chant, prayer, and silence  

on the first Tuesday of every month  
from October to June. 

 

Prayers for healing and renewal with laying on of hands concludes each service. 
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From my heart, with thanksgiving for all of     
you who have called me to serve with and for   
you these past ten years. Thank you for the      
celebration on Sunday, September 15th of the   
watermark anniversary of ten years of ordination 
with a delicious cake (by way of Dianna       
Mammone) and with a toast of prosecco (by way 
of my husband). Thank you to the Council for 
their card and the lovely plaque which has pride 
of place on my desk. Indeed, we have been blessed 
in our life together. I thank you and I thank God 
for you.  
 

         In the peace and joy of the Lord 
 which is our strength, 
 

Keeping up with Confirmation . . . 
Mondays at 4 to 5:15 PM 
 

Classes began on Monday, September 30, by getting acquainted with Martin  
Luther and just what the Reformation was all about. We even learned about his 
wife, Katie, who ran his household for him while he was out and about doing all 
that reforming! 
 

In October and November, Confirmands will begin their study of Luther’s Small Catechism with the Ten Commandments. 
In October, the class will host Coffee Fellowship on Reformation Sunday. In November, we will have our annual cookie 
bake for Holy Trinity’s college students.  
 

Please note:  There will be NO Confirmation classes during the month of December.  Classes will resume in        
January 2020. 
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Women, Wine and the Word* 

Friday, October 4 at 6:30 PM 
“Pizza Night” 
Multipurpose Room, Holy Trinity 

Bring $10 and your favorite beverage to share! 
 

This is an opportunity for women to come together to build relationships, 
share in fellowship and explore God’s word.  
 

*RSVP by Friday AM to Pastor Susan at 201-288-6889 or email her at pastorsusanholytrinitynj@gmail.com. 
  

In October, we will discuss the story of the rape of Dinah, the daughter of Jacob and Leah, and the vengeance her 
brothers take on her behalf. Dinah’s story begins with an act of violence. The story takes an awkward turn when the 
narrator depicts a change of heart by her rapist. But her brothers are deeply aggrieved and want to avenge their sister. 
In this story we see the cycle of violence, how violence is never satisfied to remain at one level of intensity. Violence 
begets greater violence. 
 

Download an introduction to the story of Dinah found in Genesis 34 by clicking on the photo on the website at: 
 

http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/faith-formation 

The Kingdom of Heaven:  
A Bible Study on the Gospel of Matthew 

Wednesday Evenings at 6:45 to 8 PM 

Through November 6 
Our book of faith gives us four accounts of Jesus' life and ministry, 
his death and resurrection. Each account covers many of the same 
experiences from different perspectives. Some recount moments 
and teachings the others do not. Each gospel was written in a    
particular context for a specific purpose which affects how we     
understand its allusions, references, and framing. There are several unique things about Matthew's gospel, beginning 
with the women listed in Matthew's genealogy of Jesus and the birth narrative.  This Bible study will explore the 
uniqueness of Matthew, a gospel which, from the time of the early church to now, has more commentaries written 
about it than any of the other gospels. 
 

Join the conversation!  
 

For more information about this Bible study, please contact Pastor Susan at 201-288-6889 or by email at:  
 

pastorsusanholytrinitynj@gmail.com 

mailto:pastorsusanholytrinitynj@gmail.com
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/faith-formation
mailto:PastorSusanHolyTrinityNJ@gmail.com
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Rally Day 

2019 

Breakfast Church 
and 

VBS Review 



 

PARTNERS IN THE GOSPEL 
with the Spirit’s gifts, empower us for the work of ministry . . . 
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From the Porch . . . 
 

TO THOSE IN NEED 
 

Beginning in November, our From the Porch ministry will be working to assist Straight and Narrow, a residential drug and       
alcohol rehabilitation center located in Paterson and managed by Catholic Charities. Late in August, the center experienced a 
devastating fire, displacing more than 200 residents, and destroying all their personal property as well as the center’s stored  
supplies and furnishings. 
 

We are hoping to help by collecting men’s or unisex t-shirts, sweatshirts or sweatpants in sizes M-3XL. Any color would be fine 
but we ask that there be no designs or messages. Please join us in sharing the spirit of the Christmas holidays with those who 
are working so hard to turn their lives around while recovering from addiction.   
 

We will be accepting donations throughout November and December. Items may be left in the box on the porch or in the lobby. 
Thank you for making a difference! 
 

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS — 
making a difference in ways both large and small! 

 

 

 
The following is a list of items needed in our food  
pantry.  Please use the bin in the lobby or the bin on 
the porch for your donations.   

 

Supermarket Gift Cards  

Canned Hearty Soups  

Canned Meat (tuna, chicken, etc.)   

Canned Vegetables/Fruits    

Peanut Butter & Jelly        

Cereal (low sugar kids’ cereal)    

Macaroni & Cheese   

Instant Potatoes     

Rice  

Dry Milk or Boxed Parmalat 

100% Fruit Juices  

Healthy Snacks 

Crackers/Cookies 

Coffee/Tea 

Paper Products  

Cleaning Products 

Toothpaste 

Toothbrushes 

Shampoo 

Bar Soap 

Personal Hygiene Items 

 

Stitch One, Share One 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Stitch One Share One group of needleworkers meets 
on the last Sunday of the month from 2 PM to 5 PM.  
Come and join us to learn to knit or crochet, advance your 
skills, or to help us work on group projects or your own   
project.  We are currently making scarves for PERC 
(Palisades Emergency Residence Corporation) in Union 
City.  Some of our ongoing projects are prayer shawls for 
Holy Trinity's Prayer Shawl Ministry, Bosom Buddies for 
breast cancer survivors, and blue hats for anti-bullying. 

Our needleworkers enjoy sharing their skills with others  
and meeting newcomers so we hope you'll consider      
stopping in at one of our meetings to check us out.        
Everyone is welcome. Our next two meetings are scheduled 
for October 27 and November 24. 

If you have any questions, speak with Dianna Mammone or 
Karen Niestempski. 
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Hasbrouck Heights is now a “Stigma-Free” town! 
What does that mean? 
The Bergen County STIGMA-FREE Initiative is a county-wide program initiated in 
2014 which aims to reduce the stigma associated with mental illness. The initiative 
is dedicated to raising awareness about mental illness and creating a culture in 
which residents who have the disease feel supported by their community and 
neighbors and feel free to seek treatment without fear of stigma. You may ask...  
 

What is Stigma?  
Stigma is a mark of disgrace which results when an individual is labeled by their 
illness and they experience judgment and prejudice of others. Stigma brings      
experiences and feelings of shame, embarrassment, distress, hopelessness and 
reluctance to seek or accept help. As a result, stigma is the primary reason        
individuals do not seek help when they experience symptoms of mental illness. 
 

Declaring Hasbrouck Heights as Stigma-Free will:  

• Educate residents that mental illness is a disease and must be treated as such   

• Raise awareness of the prevalence of mental illness in our community   

• Provide residents an opportunity to become involved and acquire additional social support within their community   

• Provoke public interest in learning what "STIGMA-FREE" is and start the conversation   

• Allow people living with the disease to feel supported by their community and thus decrease feelings of isolation and shame   

• Link people in need to local mental health resources  

• Raise awareness that care is accessible regardless of income 
 

Pastor Susan is a member of the Hasbrouck Heights Stigma-Free Committee.  The next meeting of this committee will be on 
Monday, October 28 at 7 PM in the Municipal Building, 320 Boulevard.  

Sponsored by  
The Children’s Dyslexia Centers of NJ 

Hasbrouck Heights 
 

The Hasbrouck Heights annual walk for the benefit of      
children with Dyslexia will be held on Saturday,               
October 12, 10 AM, at Depken Athletic Field (rain or 
shine).  Registration will begin at 9 AM.  Monies raised 
will be used to  support The Children’s Dyslexia Center of 
New Jersey in Hasbrouck Heights where children with    
Dyslexia are being taught to read.  The  Orton-Gillingham 
approach, a one-on-one educational experience, is the    
program used.  Bert Heeren will be walking and will be    
accepting sponsors for the walkathon on Sundays prior     
to October 12.  Please see Bert if you would like to be a 
sponsor and/or if you would like to walk for this cause.  

All hands are needed  
for our FALL 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall is here and we will be meeting at the church at        
9:30 am on Saturday, October 26, to freshen up our 
church building before the winter season begins.  We would 
appreciate all the help that we can get so please sign your 
name to the list in the lobby if you will be able to help with 
getting things cleaned up and in order.  Please contact any 
Church Council member if you have any questions.  And 
remember, “Many hands make light work!”  

https://mail.aol.com/webmail/getPart?uid=AM2cLWgaLyM2XI6HaQjdiDOYuDI&partId=2&saveAs=fullsizeoutput_fba.jpeg&scope=STANDARD
https://mail.aol.com/webmail/getPart?uid=AM2cLWgaLyM2XI6HaQjdiDOYuDI&partId=3&saveAs=fullsizeoutput_fbc.jpeg&scope=STANDARD
https://mail.aol.com/webmail/getPart?uid=AM2cLWgaLyM2XI6HaQjdiDOYuDI&partId=4&saveAs=DSCN3351.JPG&scope=STANDARD
https://mail.aol.com/webmail/getPart?uid=AM2cLWgaLyM2XI6HaQjdiDOYuDI&partId=5&saveAs=fullsizeoutput_fbb.jpeg&scope=STANDARD
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Grace-Full Dollars Sundays Update 
 

On the Second Sunday of each month, the Stewardship Ministry Team will be inviting us to give $1 (or whatever we 
are able) in support of the mission of a local service organization. You may leave your donations in either of two   
baskets—one by the altar and the other at the baptismal font. 
 

In September, we donated $300 in support of Straight and Narrow, Inc., for their work healing people with addictive 
disorders.  
 

Please give what you are able, knowing that your gift will be matched by Holy Trinity’s Future Benevolence Fund.  
 

Thank you for being so generous and helping us to share God’s love with others. 
 

When you know God’s grace, you want to show God’s grace. 

Fill a Gift Box . . . 
  

. . . help a child experience 

  

The Joys of Christmas and Beyond 

  
WELCA (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and SWIM (Single Women in Mission) will again be participating 
in Samaritan's Purse Operation Christmas Child, aka "The Shoe Box Project," this year. Throughout October and early         
November, we will be collecting items to fill shoe boxes for children all around the world. You may pick up a pre-assembled shoe 
box at Holy Trinity or you may choose to use and decorate your own shoe box (please wrap the top and bottom separately so it 
can be easily opened). Boxes should be filled with any of the suggested items listed in the brochure found either in the box or on 
the table in the lobby; or, simply just donate any of the appropriate items and let WELCA do the rest. Please be sure to include 
school supplies, personal hygiene items or clothing accessories in addition to your appropriate choice of toys (no liquids, food or 
toys that suggest violence). If you decide to fill a box, please be sure to indicate whether the box is for a BOY or a GIRL and the 
age category, 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14 years of age, using the available labels. Monetary donations will be gratefully accepted as well. 
All boxes and/or items should be turned in by November 10. WELCA will be preparing the boxes for distribution on       
November 14.  
 

Note: Since 1993, Samaritan's Purse has brought joy to over 168 million children around the world through Operation Christmas 
Child shoe box gifts. Boxes are distributed in over 100 countries not just at Christmas, but throughout the year. 24,505 boxes 
were collected in the Northern New Jersey area last year.. In just the last five years, over 1 million children have prayed to accept 
Jesus as their Lord and Savior through Operation Christmas Child’s follow-up discipleship program, The Greatest Journey. So, 
be creative, think outside the box — put the items in a shoe box or give them to WELCA and make a child smile!  

  
“Your gift of love may be the door God uses to open a child’s heart to Jesus . . .”    

Dinner for the Homeless 
 

Holy Trinity will prepare dinner for the homeless who                           

participate in the Family Promise Walk-in-Dinner Program on 

November 20.  Please contact Marge Heeren if you would like 

to participate in this ministry or if you can provide a dessert. 

Word in Season 
 

The October-December 2019 Word In Season booklets are 

available and can be found in the rack near the entrance to the  

sanctuary.  Please feel free to take a copy for yourself or a 

friend. 
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19"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and 
steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not 
break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Matthew 5:19-21 
 

What does it mean to make a financial pledge or giving commitment? 
Making a financial pledge is promising to give a specific dollar amount from your financial resources to the mission of Holy Trinity 
over the course of a calendar year. Pledging and giving are an encounter with Jesus. They are a spiritual discipline, as if to say, 
“Yes, Lord, I will do this.”  Through the years, from my own personal experience, with faithful stewardship we receive much more 
than we give. From faithful stewardship, we reap the benefits of generosity and faith and grow closer to God.  It is that simple. 
 

Why should I pledge or make a yearly giving commitment? 
Pledging is an important spiritual discipline which allows us to reflect on the gifts God has given us and, in turn, we respond with 
thanksgiving by offering a portion of these gifts back to the mission of the Church—the work of God’s hands in the world. It    
demonstrates the importance of our relationship with God and our commitment to supporting Christ’s work in, with, and through   
our congregation. There is also a practical reason: pledging or making a yearly commitment of giving helps Holy Trinity in creating  
a mission plan for the coming year.  
 

Who should make a financial pledge or giving commitment to the church? 
Everyone!  Membership in our life together brings responsibility. We are all part of the mission of Holy Trinity and so we all have  
the privilege to give of our financial resources as well as our time and talent in support of our mission. 
 

How much should I pledge or commit to give? 
There are many ways you can decide how much to give. The most important thing is that we give in gratitude, attending to that  
before all else.  There is also the biblical practice of dedicating the “first fruits” of our labor, a tithe or 10% of our income. That is   
not easy to do “right off the bat.” So why not consider starting at 2% of your income.  If you are already pledging, you may want to   
consider moving up a step or percentage point.  
 

What if I can’t pay the amount I pledged or committed to? 
The important thing to remember is that this pledge or giving commitment is not a bill that you have to pay. Pledging or making a 
giving commitment is a “get to” opportunity to respond in love and gratitude for what we have first received.  We always have the 
freedom in Christ to say yes to giving what we are able, making it possible for Holy Trinity to fulfill our mission to form and equip 
disciples, to share the faith that is within us, and nurture others to grow in faith, hope, and love. Everyone understands that        
circumstances change. You can always contact the financial secretary if you need to make changes to your pledge.   
 

*We invite you to go to our website and make a donation online today!  
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/home/donate 

A   
 short . . .  A commitment to giving  

 THE TIDINGS

http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/home/donate
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Justice & Peacemakers Ministry Update 
 

The Justice & Peacemakers Ministry completed its program on stewardship of the environment. The initiative included guest speakers,       
educational materials, a skit performed by the Sunday School children, and an eco-cruise of the Meadowlands (extra special thanks to 
Dottie Heflich and Arnie Ulrich for helping us plan that!). 
 

In the coming year, we are hoping to offer, in addition to educational opportunities, ideas for how we can contribute, actively and        
productively, to relieving the issues we discuss by raising our voices, contributing our services, and lifting our prayers. 
 

We use the ELCA Social Messages and Social Statements as our guide regarding the topics we address. Click here and here to read 
about them.  Both the ELCA and NJ Synod offer a variety of alerts and newsletters to keep the church community informed about social 
issues. If you don’t follow along already, you may want to opt in for one (or more) of them. A bunch of them are listed below: 
 

ELCA Advocacy  
ELCA Racial Justice 
ELCA World Hunger  
Lutheran Disaster Response 
Peace Not Walls  

 

The NJ Synod’s Lutheran Episcopal Advocacy Ministry of New Jersey (LEAMNJ) is undergoing some reorganization right now and is  
not currently circulating its newsletter. You may want to consider signing up for the Synod’s Jersey Jottings newsletter in the meantime. 
Click here! 
 

Would you like to become a Justice & Peacemaker? Let one of us know and we will be happy to include you in our work! 
 

Michele Hickey, 
Kathy Foster,  
Rita Krieger,  
Karen Niestempski, 
Sharon Ramsaier,  
Charlotte Schlindwein 

An invitation to the next Justice and Peacemakers Program . . .  

Learn About AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

Sunday, November 17 at 12 Noon 
 

Beth Gebhart, Director of Community Relations and Volunteers at Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey (LSMNJ), will be our 
guest speaker. In her presentation, “Affordable Housing 101,” she will teach us about the various types of housing and – importantly 
– how we can support that ministry. The program is being offered as part of LSMNJ’s Lutheran Learning initiative. To find out more 
about Lutheran Learning, click here. 
 

The Justice and Peacemakers Ministry is working to build our understanding of the problems that face our neighbors, near and far, 
and to strengthen our commitment to social justice.  
 

If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.  
 

   I Corinthians 12:26 
 

*** 

If The Tidings is mailed to you, the link to the above site is:  https://www.lsmnj.org/community-services/were-making-a-difference-

throughout-new-jersey/lutheran-learning/ 

https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages
https://www.elca.org/socialstatements
https://blogs.elca.org/advocacy/?_ga=2.81927637.279114932.1568736026-637582386.1568736026
https://blogs.elca.org/elcaracialjustice/?_ga=2.81927637.279114932.1568736026-637582386.1568736026
https://blogs.elca.org/worldhunger/?_ga=2.81927637.279114932.1568736026-637582386.1568736026
https://blogs.elca.org/disasterresponse/?_ga=2.81927637.279114932.1568736026-637582386.1568736026
https://blogs.elca.org/disasterresponse/?_ga=2.81927637.279114932.1568736026-637582386.1568736026
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001q5gI0NDN5qM-5kNzaO0fSi9d_PKiy9R3F2FGQPbxhu5kK5_mfUvBwcsJIiUkfMlfAkwpv45oOg8Rul7Gey--yUWbrOBmCNRIUaDotrcC082GmW2mKfoSug%3D%3D)
https://www.lsmnj.org/community-services/were-making-a-difference-throughout-new-jersey/lutheran-learning/
https://www.lsmnj.org/community-services/were-making-a-difference-throughout-new-jersey/lutheran-learning/
https://www.lsmnj.org/community-services/were-making-a-difference-throughout-new-jersey/lutheran-learning/


October-November 2019                                          Page 15                
                   
                        

  

 COUNCIL  
 O  
 R  
 N  
 E  
 R 

         
 

September 10, 2019 
 

• Feedback on Rally Day Breakfast  
Church was very positive.  The VBS ROAR 
presentation was very well received and  
enjoyed by all. 
 

• Plans for the Joyful Noise monthly family 
 service are in the final stages. The Faith Formation 

Ministry also is planning to host a family movie night in 
November and a Holiday Family Photo Shoot.  
  

• The Church has received several notes from           
organizations thanking us for our Grace-full Dollars   
donations. Thank you for helping us make a difference. 

 

• The next Council meetings are scheduled for Tuesday,       
October 15, and Tuesday, November 19, at 7:15 PM. 

 THE TIDINGS

To our Council Members who provided breakfast for 

our Breakfast Church Service on Rally Day. 

To Lisa Janeiro for leading the children in the VBS   

Review on Rally Day. 

To all who helped set up for our Rally Day program 

and to all who helped with the clean up afterwards. 

To John Kopec and Wendy Holt and their crew for 

keeping our Memorial Garden well manicured. 

 

Men’s Breakfast 
 

Saturday, November 9 - 10 AM 
 

Meadowlands Diner 
Route 17 South, East Rutherford 

 

Please use the sign-up sheet on the desk in the lobby 
to let us know you will attend or, for more information, 
contact Charlie Davis. 

Readers  
 

The Readers Group has chosen to 
read How to Be Lost by Amanda Eyre 
Ward, a book mentioned by Pastor Susan in her        
September 15 sermon.  It is a story about a family who 
seemed to have it all.  But when Ellie, the youngest 
daughter, disappears, the fault lines in the family are   
exposed.  Joseph, once s successful businessman,    
succumbs to his demons; Isabelle retreats into memories 
of her debutante days in Savannah; Ellie's bereft sisters 
grow apart—Madeline reluctantly stays home and       
Caroline runs away,  Fifteen years after Ellie's             
disappearance, Caroline, the oldest daughter and now    
a cocktail waitress in New Orleans, sees a photo in a 
magazine.  Convinced it is Ellie grown up, she begins a 
search for her.  Armed with copies of the photo, an     
amateur detective guide and a cooler of Dixie beer, she 
travels through the deserts of New Mexico, the mountains 
of Colorado and the smoky underworld of Montana,    

determined to salvage her broken family. 

Our next meeting date is on Friday, November 8, at     
6:30 PM.  If you have any questions, please contact Rita 

Krieger or Dianna Mammone. 

Wanted: Soda and Beer Can Tabs! 

Many thanks to all who are saving their soda and beer 
can tabs which are being donated to the Ronald        
MacDonald House. Please keep up the good work and 
keep those tabs coming!  But, please also note that 
they are not accepting large tabs such as those from cat 

food containers, etc.  
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Please remember our Shut-ins  
and Hospitalized Members  

with visits, cards and prayers!  
 

Ann Feltrin 
 
 
 

Anna Polagye 
 
 
  

Doris Schwarz 
 
 
 

Joan Yanik 
 

 

 
 
 
  

 
 

 

October-November 
 

Rich Fanslau  
Kathleen Foster  
Kristin Kunnapas  

Dean Asplund  
Joe Obiso  

Ruth Bunge  
Judy Bressan  

Charlie Niestempski  
Gene Danilchick  
Vinnie De Cicco  

Bob Nurge  
Lillian Potorti  
James Smith  
Laura Hickey  
Emily Cupo  

Bennett Mammone  
Cathy Groves  
Jennifer Varga  

Arnie Ulrich  
Bert Heeren  

Judy Danilchick  

 THE TIDINGS

 
October-November 

Anniversaries 
 

 

Gary & Laurie Varga  
Arnie & Michelle Ulrich  
Ricky & Andrea Otazu  

Christopher & Kathy Lang  
Dan & Angela Kuzmenka  

Joe & Karen Obiso  
Ray & Karen Lindberg  

Pastor Susan & Joe Colaneri  
Gene & Judy Danilchick  

David & Dianna Mammone  
Katie Colaneri & Corey Steeley  

Bob & Gail Heck  
Christopher & Janice Cupo  

Daniella & Thomas Kida  
James & Phyllis Smith  

LET YOUR LOVED ONES KNOW  
WE’RE PRAYING FOR THEM. . . 
When you add your friends and loved ones’ names to 
our prayer list on Sunday, you can let them know that 
our entire congregation is praying for them.  Pick up a 
prayer card at the podium where you list their names 
(we supply the envelopes, too!) and mail them a 
card.  Getting that card may bring some comfort and 
reassurance to someone you care about when they 
need it most. 

AVAILABLE FOR VISITORS. . .  
 

Information about Holy Trinity continues to be available 
in the lobby for new neighbors and visitors.  Look for the 
small canvas bags on the window sill under the stained 
glass windows and be sure to include a copy of The  
Tidings and a note with your phone number only if you 
would like to be a contact for the person to whom you 
give that information. 



 October 2019 
 

Sunday 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
  

7 pm 
Taizé 

Evening 
Prayer 

2 
  

6:45 pm 
The Kingdom of 

Heaven Bible Study 
The Gospel 
of Matthew 

3 4 
  

6:30 pm 
Women, Wine 
and the Word 

  

5 

6                  Pentecost XVII 
 

9:15 am 
Sunday School 

  
10:30 am 

Holy Communion 
  

11:30 am 
Coffee Hour 

  
12 noon 

Blessing of 
the Animals 

Commemoration 
of St. Francis 

7 
  

4 pm 
Confirmation 

Class 

8 
  

1 pm 
Stewardship 

Ministry Team 
 

9 
  

6:45 pm 
The Kingdom of 

Heaven Bible Study 
The Gospel 
of Matthew 

10 
  

10:30 am 
WELCA 

11 12 
  

10 am 
Annual 

Walkathon 
for Dyslexia 

13               Pentecost XVIII 
  

9:15 am 
Joyful Noise 

Worship 
  

10:30 am 
Holy Communion 

  
11:30 am 

Coffee Hour 

14 
  

4 pm 
Confirmation 

Class 

15 
  

7:15 pm 
Church Council 

16 
  

6:45 pm 
The Kingdom of 

Heaven Bible Study 
The Gospel 
of Matthew 

17 18 19 
  

  

20                 Pentecost XIX 
  

9:15 am 
Sunday School 

  
10:30 am 

Holy Communion 
  

11:30 am 
Coffee Hour 

21 
  

4 pm 
Confirmation 

Class 

22 
  

6:45 pm 
2020 
100th             

Anniversary 
Team 

23 
  

6:45 pm 
The Kingdom of 

Heaven Bible Study 
The Gospel 
of Matthew 

24 25 26 
  
 
  
  
  
  
 
 

9:30 am 
Fall Clean-up 

27     Reformation Sunday     
 

9:15 am 
Sunday School 

  
10:30 am 

Holy Communion 
  

11:30 am 
Coffee Hour 

  
2 pm 

Stitch One, Share One 
 

28 
  

4 pm 
Confirmation 

Class 

29 30 
  

6:45 pm 
The Kingdom of 

Heaven Bible Study 
The Gospel 
of Matthew 

31 
  
 

    



 November 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

          1 2 
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
Turn Clocks 

Back One Hour 
3              All Saints Sunday 

 
9:15 am 

Sunday School 
 

10:30 am 
Holy Communion 

 

11:30 am 
Coffee Hour 

  
Daylight Saving 

Time Ends 

4 
  

4 pm 
Confirmation 

Class 

5 
  
  

7 pm 
Taizé 

Evening 
Prayer 

6 
  

6:45 pm 
The Kingdom of 

Heaven Bible Study 
The Gospel 
of Matthew 

7 8 
 

6:30 pm 
Readers 

9 
  

10 am 
Men’s Breakfast 

Meadowlands 
Diner 

10                Pentecost XXII 
 

9:15 am 
Joyful Noise 

Worship 
 

10:30 am 
Holy Communion 

Commitment Sunday 
 

11:30 am 
Coffee Hour 

11 
  

4 pm 
Confirmation 

Class 

12 
 

1 pm 
Worship and 

Music 
Ministry  

13 
  

 

14 
  

10:30 am 
WELCA 

15 16 

17               Pentecost XXIII 
 

9:15 am 
Sunday School 

 

10:30 am 
Holy Communion 

 

11:30 am 
Coffee Hour 

 

12 noon 
Guest Speaker on  

Affordable Housing 
  

Tidings Articles Due 
December-January 

18 
  

4 pm 
Confirmation 

Class 

19 
  

7:15 
Church  
Council 

20 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
Dinner for  

the Homeless 

21 22 23 

24                Christ the King 
 

9:15 am 
Sunday School 

 

10:30 am 
Holy Communion 

 

11:30 am 
Coffee Hour 

 

2 pm 
Stitch One, Share One 

 

25 
  

4 pm 
Confirmation 

Class 

26 27 
  

7 pm 
Thanksgiving Eve 

Eucharist 

28 29 
  

Church  
Office 
Closed 

30 


