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Awake, my heart with gladness,  
 see what today is done; 
now, after gloom and sadness,  
 comes forth the glorious sun. 
My Savior there was laid  
 where our bed must be made 
when, as on wings in flight,  
 we soar to realms of light. 
 

Paul Gerhardt, ELW Hymn 378 vs. 1 
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COME WORSHIP WITH  US 
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
                   92 Burton Avenue 

             Hasbrouck Heights, NJ 07604 
             201-288-6889  ·  Fax 201-288-0645 

 htlchhpastor@gmail.com  
 htlchhnj@gmail.com 

www.holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com 
 
 

10:30 AM - Sunday Service  
of Holy Communion 

 
If you would like to join us via Zoom for                    
worship, please email Pastor Susan at              

htlchhpastor@gmail.com.  

 

The Ministers ..............................The People of Holy Trinity 
Pastor ............................... The Rev. Susan Nelson-Colaneri 

htlchhpastor@gmail.com 
201-288-6889 

Parish Musician ............................................... Ellen Mayer 
Parish Secretary .................................. Anastasia Kaminski 
Editor ..........................................................Judy Danilchick 

 

The Tidings can also be found on our website at . . .  
 

holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events/serving-scheduletidings   

We welcome your suggestions and comments concerning our newsletter, 
its format, etc. Please email or call the church office with your comments 
and suggestions.  To view our calendar, go to, , , 
 

holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events 

 

Remember the Hungry 
 

Your donations of non-perishable foods,       
personal care items and gift cards continue to 
be very much needed and appreciated by our 
local food banks and The Center for Food    
Action in Hackensack for those in need. Please 
use the bin in the lobby or the bin on the 
porch for your donations. See Page 11 
for more about the Center for Food      
Action.  Thank you for all that you do. 

Greetings to Our Readers 
 

If you are reading this newsletter from Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Hasbrouck Heights 
and are either looking for a church home or you 
are just interested in finding out more about 
what goes on at Holy Trinity, we invite you to 
come and worship with us, to visit our website 
or to call the church office. We continue to    
provide a virtual worship opportunity via Zoom 
for anyone who is unable to attend in person.  
Pastor Susan can be reached at the office or  
by email and the information you will need to 
contact her is in the box below.  If you should 
call the office and get our answering machine, 
please be assured that your call will be returned 
at our first available moment. As always, we 
look forward to welcoming both newcomers and 
people we haven’t seen in a while.  

 

Last call for updates to our  
Directory. . . 
 

Please call or email Anastasia Kaminski, our 
Parish Secretary, at 201-288-6889 or 
htlchhnj@gmail.com, if you have any changes to 
your information currently in our directory. Thank 
you for keeping us up to date! 

 

 

A special blessing will   
be offered on Mother’s 
Day for all women who 
care and provide for   
and who nurture others 
in so many ways.   

May 8 

 

A special blessing 
will be offered on  
Father’s Day for all 
men who care and 
provide for and who    
nurture others in     
so many ways. 

June  19 

mailto:HTLCHHPastor@gmail.com
mailto:pastorsusanholytrinitynj@gmail.com
mailto:pastorsusanholytrinitynj@gmail.com
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events/serving-scheduletidings
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events
mailto:htlchhnj@gmail.com
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Let love be genuine; hate what is evil,  
hold fast to what is good;  
love one another with mutual affection; 
outdo one another in showing honor. 
Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of the saints;  
extend hospitality to strangers. 
Bless those who persecute; bless and do not curse them. 
Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 
Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is 
noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, 
live peaceably with all.  
Romans 12:9-14, 15-18 
 

Regardless of the circumstances in which you find yourself or others, Romans 12 is a beautiful road map I 
return to often to remind myself of what the prophet Micah advises us to do: love kindness, do justice and 
walk humbly with God. More often than not, this is what it means to walk with the hurting. Too often        
theology—that is “God talk”—is seen as suitable stuff for discussion by hermits and castaway shipwreck  
victims. When there is nothing else to do, then, that is the time to ask abstract questions about God. 
 

When Paul tells the church in Rome to let their love for others be genuine, he is telling them not to be     
artificial or to be forced. In down-to-earth terms this means, perhaps, to be the first one to greet others—at 
church or anywhere. To the best of our ability, we are invited to make eye contact and to make the other 
feel important or valued. Paul tells us that we are to be present with others as they navigate the ups and 
downs of life. Even those whom we think we may know fairly well may be in a circumstance where they are 
taking baby steps towards a more whole identity toward healing in body, mind or spirit. They need to hear 
that we are willing to take baby steps along with them or to leap with joy beside them. 
 

When Paul tells us to be patient in suffering, well, perhaps he is thinking that we need to be willing not to 
put off the hard conversations. To dedicate time and intentionality, not letting ourselves get too far ahead of 
our expectations and goal setting—for ourselves or for others. We need to be willing to walk next to them, 
not ahead of them. Also, Christians are not immune from troubles or being afflicted. Times of affliction are 
the best opportunities to learn the patience that is the fruit of the Spirit. And we can endure because we 
have hope and joy in knowing that we do not endure alone. 
 

Perhaps the hardest part is to be humble enough to bless those who persecute us. This is a challenging 
dimension of Christian obedience. Jesus shows us how to do that over and over. And even living in        
harmony is hard work. It takes practice and the skill of listening. Here’s the thing, we don’t get a free pass 
just because it is hard. We all know that pride is the enemy of humility. Those who seek to be faithful to 
Christ who is faithful to us will need to be faithful in prayer. Prayer is our great calling and privilege. If we 
are faithful in prayer, we will find the patience to endure and the promised joy in Christ. 
 

One thing I have learned over the years is to work on being a good listener. There is wisdom in knowing 
what to say and even more in knowing what not to say—or just not to speak at all. Listening with the intent 
to understand and not just to respond is one of the more difficult lessons. The most amazing moments   
occur when we don’t tell someone else the solution but the Holy Spirit does. Above all, if we cultivate the 
capacity to listen to God’s word, then we will be better able to listen to one another. Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
pointed this out many decades ago in his book, Life Together: The first service one owes to others in a 
community involves listening to them. Just as our love for God begins with listening to God’s Word, the   
beginning of love for others is learning to listen to them. God’s love for us is shown by the fact that God not 
only gives God’s Word, but also lends us to God’s ear . . . Christians who can no longer listen to one      
another will soon no longer be listening to God either. 
 

These exhortations of Paul are beautiful roadmaps or guidelines for our daily walk of faith. We would do 
well to take them to heart and memorize them so that we confess them in abundance and in a great variety 
of ways. 
 

   In the peace and joy of the Lord which is our strength, 
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The Sundays of  
 
 

  
     

   in May 2022 
 

 
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER, May 1  
The disciples make a big splash and eat breakfast with the risen Jesus. Wading in the water—
remembering baptism—and eating with Jesus—celebrating holy communion—is our weekly      
encounter with the risen Christ. Jesus asks us again and again: Do you love me? And Jesus     
invites us, again and again, to follow him, bringing the Easter life to others. 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, May 8–Good Shepherd Sunday    
Litany of Thanksgiving for Mothers and All Who Provide Mothering Care 
The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the promise of Jesus. It was 
true for Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those “who have come out of the great ordeal” in the   
Revelation vision. It is true for us and for all the baptized. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, May 15  
Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen Christ is     
making all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism God has made new people of us. Today   
Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new light—through the lens of love. 
 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, May 22 
Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul has a vision about what to   
do. John has a vision of what will be. Jesus provides visions of peace that surpasses human     
understanding and power beyond human imagination. 
 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, May 29–SERVICE OF THE WORD  
As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who 
will teach Jesus’ followers and remind them of all that Jesus taught. Even more, those in whom 
God makes a home will experience a peace that overcomes fear. 

 

DAY OF PENTECOST, Sunday—June 5 
On Pentecost we celebrate that we have been given an advocate to accompany us. Poured      

out in wind and fire, water, wine, and bread, the Holy Spirit abides in and among us. We           
give thanks that God speaks to each of us, no matter our origins, language, or life path.          

Filled with the Spirit of truth, we go out from worship to proclaim the saving power of             
Christ’s love and the freedom of God’s grace with all the world. 
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The Sundays in the Time After Pentecost    
         
 

 
 
 

THE HOLY TRINITY, June 12 
“O LORD our LORD, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” Today we celebrate the Holy 
Trinity. Paul writes that through Jesus we have peace with God, whose love pours into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit, giving us lasting hope. We celebrate the gracious One-in-Three, eternal 
Three-in-One, as we worship in community; as we share water and word, bread and wine, and 
as we bring God’s love and hope to our neighbors. 
 

Pentecost III, June 19  
Litany of Thanksgiving for Fathers and All Who Provide Fathering Care 
This Sunday’s texts paint startling pictures of the horrific nature of sin. The church’s repeated  
celebration of holy communion counters that tragic reality in a continued showing forth of the 
death of Jesus until he comes again. It is a dramatic declaration of “how much God has done   
for you.” 
 

Pentecost IV, June 26 
We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call to follow him an invitation to freedom. 
This is freedom to revel in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace, and patience. This is freedom to not 
be imprisoned by anything that would keep us from the fullness of the life God has given us. This 
is the path of life. 

 
 
 

Returning on Sunday, May 1, immediately following worship: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We will share just coffee and tea for now in the multi-purpose room. 

2022 
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Keeping up with Confirmation . . . 
 

Confirmation classes will conclude on Monday, May 16.       
Students will have completed their overview studies of the    
Old and New Testaments. 
 

Thank you to Harper Eddy for serving as a reader of 
the Passion according to Luke on Palm/Passion Sunday. 
Thank you to Katie De Cicco for helping out with the 
Children’s Holy Week Walk on Good Friday. 
 

For questions or information about our Confirmation ministry, 
please contact Pastor Susan at: htlchhpastor@gmail.com or by phone at 201-288-6889. 

From Womb to Tomb: The Women of Luke’s Gospel 
A Bible Study 
Thursdays at 2:30 PM on Zoom: May 5, May 12

 
and May 19  

Part ll, From Jerusalem to the Tomb   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Women are prominently featured in the gospel of Luke—more than in the other three gospels of the 
New Testament. Luke begins the story of Jesus of Nazareth quite literally in the womb of two women—
Mary and Elizabeth. As one commentator puts it, there are salty wives, spirited mothers and savvy    
widows throughout the gospel of Luke. This Bible study will acquaint you with these women of purpose 
and persistence—some named and some unnamed—and we will accompany them as they accompany 
Jesus. In Part II, which will begin after Easter Day, we will meet the women who accompanied Jesus to 
the cross, the tomb and became the first witnesses of the empty tomb and his resurrection. 
 

Join the conversation!  
 

For more information about this Bible study, please contact Pastor Susan at 201-288-6889 or by email 
at htlchhpastor@gmail.com to receive the Zoom link. 

mailto:htlchhpastor@gmail.com
mailto:htlchhpastor@gmail.com
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Breakfast and Crafts  
with Pastor Susan 
 

2nd Sundays in May & June 
from 9:30 to 10:15 AM  

 
Pre-K through Elementary School aged children are invited to come for a  

light breakfast and craft-making while we learn about Jesus together. 
 

On Sunday, May 8 
 We will make something special for our Moms and talk about  

how God shows us love through the people who take care of us. 
 

On Sunday, June 12 
We will talk about the number 3 and celebrate the mystery of the Trinity. 

 

Bring a friend! 
For more information or to volunteer to help, contact Pastor Susan at htlchhpastor@gmail.com. 

Children’s Good Friday Walk began at  

      the First Reformed Church and ended at Holy Trinity . . .  

mailto:htlchhpastor@gmail.com
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WELCA 

WELCA will begin gathering again starting with  
the May 12 meeting.  At this meeting, we will     
discuss how we want to move forward.  We will 
discuss projects we want to work on and what our   
meetings will be like moving forward.  It will be 
good to get together once again. 

Family Promise Dinners  
for the Homeless 
 

Once again, we will be making a donation to   
Family Promise for the dinners for the homeless.  
With their new protocols, it is not feasible for us to 
cook dinner and bring it to their Hackensack      
location to be packaged and served.  They are 
serving more clients than we have the facilities to 
prepare for so, instead, we are supporting them 
financially.  Their clients receive prepackaged 
meals as they are not serving in person yet.  It is 
our hope that one of these days things will return to 
normal here also and that we can resume cooking 
and serving a meal four times a year. 

 

Stitch One,  
Share One News 

 

 
 

The group is looking forward to getting back to 
meeting in person.  As is our custom, we will meet 
on the last Sunday of the month.  Projects we are       
currently working on include hats and scarves for 
the homeless (through PERC) and Bosom      
Buddies.  We have joined with a breast surgery 
practice and a physical therapy practice at Mt. 
Sinai to supply them with Bosom Buddies in     
addition to working with Holy Name and HUMC.   
 

A recipient of the Bosom Buddies wrote: 
 

Thank you for supplying me with the knitted 
“boobies.”  I feel so comfortable with them. You 
are doing a worthwhile thing which helps so 
many of us cancer patients.  I can only imagine 
the time spent doing them. May God bless you 
always. 

 

  Love, 
  Beryl 
 

Please join us to contribute to our projects or to 
learn to knit or crochet. 

After a long period of From Our Homes, we are happy to be resuming our From the Porch Ministry on a 
more regular basis.  During the months of May and June, we will be collecting diapers for distribution at the 
Meadowlands Area YMCA food pantry in East Rutherford.  Their Mission Director has indicated that the 
following sizes are most needed: 
 

Children’s diapers and/or pull ups -- Sizes 5 or 6 
Adult diapers -- Sizes Large or X-Large 

 

Diapers may be left in the box on the porch or in the narthex/lobby. Thank you so much for your willingness  
to share with families struggling to meet even their basic needs in these difficult times.  We’re back and 
ready. . .  
 

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS — 
making a difference in ways both large and small! 

 

 PARTNERS IN THE GOSPEL 
    with the Spirit’s gifts, empower us for the work of ministry . . . 

 THE TIDINGS

From the Porch . . . 
 

TO THOSE IN NEED 
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  A 

 

 
 

short . . .  A commitment to giving 
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So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your  sleeping, 
eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering.   

Romans 12:1 (from The Message) 
 
 

God doesn’t need our good works, but our neighbor does. 
—Martin Luther— 

 

As a church in mission, we understand that we are blessed to partner with God in the work 
God is already doing in our neighborhoods. That is what Martin Luther teaches us in the quote 
above. And this is a great place to start to learn about stewardship. It reminds us that Jesus 
said that the greatest commandments are to love God and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Stewardship is all about sharing love with God and neighbor. It is how we activate our love. 
 
Our time, our talent, and treasure are among our precious resources. Whenever we share 
them with one another, we share them with God. All Christians are called to think about the 
ways in which our commitments to stewardship and justice can intersect for the sake of the 
world. One theologian, Frederick Buechner, said, “The place God calls you is the place where 
your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.” 
 
How are you called to serve in the days ahead? Hopefully we all feel a deepening connection 
to God and to our beloved community—our neighbors—through a commitment of sharing 
whatever we can to meet the needs of others.  
 
What a blessing it is to serve alongside of our God and one another! Thanks be to God! 

 
 

 

Don’t forget, you could make a donation online today by going to: 
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/home/donate ! 

http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/home/donate
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Center for Food Action 
Thank you to all who have donated and continue to donate non-perishable food and hygiene items to the Center for 
Food Action in Hackensack.  The following members have volunteered to deliver our monthly food contributions:  
  

 
 

March    Jim & Phyllis Smith 
April    Sharon Ramsaier 
May & June    Gene & Judy Danilchick 
 
 
 

The Center for Food Action is located at The New Hope Bible Baptist Church, 316 First Street, Hackensack.  They 
are currently accepting donations Monday through Friday 10 AM  – 1 PM. 
 

If you are interested in volunteering to transport the donations for the months of July and/or    
August, please contact Anastasia in the Church Office at 201-288-6889 or htlchhnj@gmail.com.   

Grace-Full Dollars Months  
Now is a time when we need one another.  
Now is a time to live and act as faithful people of God. 
 

May is Artists for World Peace (AFWP) Month 
AFWP is a global family of artists and activists who promote peace by feeding, housing, educating and 
providing healthcare to those in need, lifting communities to a place of hope. They provide farm and  
agriculture loans in Tanzania, free eye clinics for Native Americans, scholarships and grants to students 
and emerging artists and more. To find out more, click here: https://www.artistsforworldpeace.org 
 

In May, please make your check out to 
Holy Trinity with AFWP 

in the memo line of your check. 
Or go online to our website: 

http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/home/donate 
and designate your gift to “Grace-Full Dollars” 

 

June is Greens Do Good Month 
Greens Do Good focuses on providing top-quality, locally grown ingredients year-round by employing 
and supporting individuals with Autism who hand-pick and pack produce from their hydroponic vertical 
farm located in Hackensack, New Jersey. To learn more, click here:  https://greensdogood.com 
  

In June, please make your check out to 
Holy Trinity with Greens Do Good 
in the memo line of your check. 

Or go online to our website: 
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/home/donate 

and designate your gift to “Grace-Full Dollars” 

 

Your Grace-Full Dollars at Work . . .  
In March, your Grace-Full Dollars donations made it possible for us to send $708 to LSMNJ 
Easter Dinner Drive. 
 

When you know God’s grace, you want to share God’s grace. 

https://www.artistsforworldpeace.org
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/home/donate
https://greensdogood.com
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/home/donate


  

 COUNCIL  
 O  
 R  
 N  
 E  
 R 

                      

                      April 6, 2022 
 
 

• Grace-full Dollars collections are    
doing well and are very much         
appreciated by the organizations that  

receive our donations.  
  

• The audit of our financial records has  
been completed. 

 

• The parsonage fence will need to be       
replaced.  

• Various property maintenance issues were   
reviewed. 

• Coffee will be available after the 10:30 AM 
services beginning in May. 

• The quilt square designed by the Justice 
and Peacemakers Committee for the    
Synod's Jehu Jones campaign was         
delivered to the Synod office. The squares 
collected will be put together and displayed 
at Synod Assembly and will then be on   
display at the Synod office.   

• Gail Gugliotti and Sharon Ramsaier will be 
the delegates to the Synod Assembly on 
May 6 and 7. 

• The next Council Meeting will be held via 
Zoom on May 11 beginning at 6:30 PM. 

 THE TIDINGS
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Readers 
 
After a wonderful discussion 
of Radar Girls at their last 
meeting, Readers chose The Stranger in the 
Lifeboat by one of their favorite authors, 
Mitch Albom, for their next read. It is Albom’s 
newest book. The following notes are        
compiled from Amazon.com and from  

mitchalbom.com/books. 
 

Adrift in a raft after a deadly ship           
explosion, nine people struggle for       
survival at sea. Short on water, food and 
hope, they spot a man floating in the 
waves. They pull him in. “Thank the Lord 
we found you,” a passenger says. “I am 
the Lord,” the man whispers. (Yes), he 
claims to be “the Lord.” And he says he 
can only save them if they all believe in 
him. So begins Mitch Albom’s most       
beguiling and inspiring novel yet. He   
ponders what we would do if, after crying 
out for divine help, God actually appeared 
before us?  What would the Lord look, 
sound and act like? Albom keeps us 
guessing throughout. It is said to be a  
fast-paced, compelling novel that makes 
you ponder your deepest beliefs, The 
Stranger in the Lifeboat suggests that 
answers to our prayers may be found 
where we least expect them. 

 
Readers will meet on Friday, June 3, at   
3:30 PM.  Please contact Rita Krieger or    
Dianna Mammone if you have any questions.   
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Please remember our Shut-ins  
with calls, cards and prayers!  

 
 

Bob & Marie Nurge 
 

 

 

 
 

May - June 
 

Sharon Ramsaier  
Elliot Eddy  
Jack Gaige  

Michael Fiore Jr.  
Dorothy Heflich  

Karen Niestempski  
Katrina Kunnapas  

Maggie Cupo  
Timothy Obiso  

Rita Krieger  
Antonio Vincent Viera  

Elaine Manning  
Jamie De Cicco  

Gary Varga  
Matthew Gugliotti  

Gisela Graf  
Ursula Steinhauff  

Alexis Fiore  
Anthony Palkowitz  
Kathryn Morrison  
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May - June 
 Anniversaries 

 

Herb & Chris Burniston  
Rich & Nancy Fanslau  

Vinnie & Jamie De Cicco  
John & Dorothy Heflich  

To Dottie Heflich, Karen and Charlie Niestempski 
and Bert and Marge Heeren for preparing/
stripping the palms for distribution on                                    
Palm/Passion Sunday. 

To all who helped lead the Children’s Holy Week 
Walk, especially Vinnie De Cicco, Gail Gugliotti, 
and Christian Lindbergh for taking roles in telling 
the story.  

To Bert and Marge Heeren for setting up the cross 
on the front lawn. 

To Eleanor Altomare, Marge Heeren and Karen 
Niestempski for adorning the sanctuary with so 
many flowers on Easter Day. 

To Gene Danilchick, Bert Heeren, and Dottie    
Heflich for completing the audit of our books.  

To Karen Lindberg and Debbie Stelzle for sharing 
their pictures with us.    

To Karen Niestempski and Pastor Susan for     
collaborating on the making of the square for the 
Jehu Jones campaign quilt. The quilt will be      
displayed at the Synod Assembly.    


