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A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  A Newsletter from  

 TRINITY TIDINGS  

The Time after 

 Pentecost . . . 

 
Lord of all, of church and kingdom,  
 in an age of change and doubt, 
keep us faithful to the gospel;  
 help us work your purpose out. 
Here, in this day’s dedication,  
 all we have to give, receive; 
we, who cannot live without you,  
 we adore you! We believe! 
 

--Fred Pratt Green 
ELW Hymn 526, vs 4 
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 THE TIDINGS

 

 

COME WORSHIP WITH   US 
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
              92 Burton Avenue 

             Hasbrouck Heights, NJ 07604 
             201-288-6889  ·  Fax 201-288-0645 

htlchhpastor@gmail.com 
www.holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com 

 

 
 

10:30 AM - Sunday Service  
of Holy Communion 

 
 

If you would like to join us via Zoom for worship                  

please email Pastor Susan at htlchhpastor@gmail.com.  

 

The Ministers ...................................... The People of Holy Trinity 
Pastor ....................................... The Rev. Susan Nelson-Colaneri 

htlchhpastor@gmail.com 
201-288-6889 

Editor ................................................................... Judy Danilchick 

 

 

Return to In-Person Worship* 
 

Sunday, June 6  
 

10:30 AM 
 

*See Page 3 for details  
you will need to know! 

 
To see our calendar, visit 

 

holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events  

 

The Tidings can also be found on our website at . . .  

holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events/serving-scheduletidings 
We welcome your suggestions and comments concerning our newsletter, its format, 
etc. Please email or call the church office with your comments and suggestions. 

 

Remember the Hungry 
 

Your donations of non-perishable foods, personal 
care items and gift cards continue to be very much 
needed and appreciated by our local food banks and 
The Center for Food Action in Hackensack 
for those in need. Please use the bin in    
the lobby or the bin on the porch for your 
donations. Thank you for all that you do. 

June 20 
 

On Father’s Day, a special 
blessing for all men who   
care and provide for, and  
who nurture others in so 
many ways will be offered    
at our 10:30 AM service     
of Holy Communion. 

June 20 

 

100th Anniversary Celebration 
to be held in early 2022 
 

Stay tuned for news of our upcoming celebration in 
future Tidings, on our website and in Sunday morning 
announcements. 

Greetings to Our Readers 
 

If you are reading this newsletter from Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Hasbrouck Heights and are   
either looking for a church home or you are just  
interested in finding out more about what goes on   
at Holy Trinity, we invite you to come and worship 
with us, to visit our website or to call the church   
office. We return to in-person worship on June 6   
but will also continue to provide a virtual worship 
opportunity via Zoom for anyone who is unable to 
attend in person.  Pastor Susan can  be reached at 
the office or by email and the information you will 
need to contact us is in the box below.  If you should 
call the office and get our answering machine, 
please be assured that your call will be returned     
at our first available moment. As always, we look 
forward to welcoming both newcomers and people 
we haven’t seen in a while.  

mailto:HTLCHHPastor@gmail.com
mailto:pastorsusanholytrinitynj@gmail.com
mailto:pastorsusanholytrinitynj@gmail.com
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events/serving-scheduletidings


 THE TIDINGS

On Sunday, June 6, Holy Trinity will be returning to in-person worship! 
       Here are some things you need to know . . . 

 

Before you come to church . . . 
Please do not come to church if you know you have been exposed to Covid-19 or if you are feeling ill. 
We will continue to make Sunday worship services available via Zoom, so everyone will always have an option for safe worship.   
Everyone will continue to receive a weekly email with the Zoom link and the bulletin. 
Bring your mask. 
 

When you arrive at church . . . 
Everyone will need to wear a mask properly—covering both nose and mouth—upon entering the building. We have ordered 
masks with Holy Trinity’s logo on them and will always have extras of these just in case you forget to bring yours. 
We are asking everyone not to gather or linger in the narthex (lobby).  We know this will be hard because you will all want to visit 
with each other. But the best place to catch up and visit is outside after the service. 
Please pick up your bulletin, enter the sanctuary and choose a pew where you are distanced adequately.  We do not want     
to have to police this or mark off the pews. We are asking you to use your common sense and love of your neighbor to spread     
yourselves out in the sanctuary from the first pew to the last. Friends or family members who know that everyone in their group is 
vaccinated may sit together in a pew. But . . . be mindful of others around you. 
The names of people in attendance will be recorded for purposes of notification, in the event someone who attended worship reports 
that they have become ill with Covid-19.  
 

What will the service be like? 
The service is being trimmed down to be about 45 minutes long. We will begin at 10:30 AM as always. 
While we will be speaking responses and prayers in unison, we cannot yet safely sing together as a congregation. Instead, 
we will have “designated” singers. Most Sundays, this will be Pastor Susan; from June 27 through most of the summer this will 
include Holy Trinity member, Michael Fiore, who will also sing and play guitar to accompany our worship.  
We will share the peace of Christ corporately and not shake hands or embrace. 
A plate will be set up in the back of the sanctuary where you can drop off your offerings as you enter. 
For now, we will have one worship assistant to serve as lector, lead the prayers, and help distribute Communion. 
Pastor Susan will preside from the chancel/altar (just as she did during Zoom worship). 
 

What about Holy Communion? 
Holy Communion will be standing, continuous. 
In order to maintain safe physical distancing, one side of the sanctuary will receive at a time. 
Pastor Susan will use sanitizer before and wear gloves during distribution. 
To keep hand contact minimized, we will be using wafers distributed into the palms of the hand.  
Wine and grape juice will be distributed in pre-poured disposable cups. The cups will be distanced in trays for each     
communicant to take/receive. A basket will be provided where you can dispose of your cups. 
Anyone who cannot walk safely or comfortably to receive communion, will be communed at their seat. 
 

Leaving worship at the end of the service . . . 
Pastor Susan will greet everyone outside on the porch upon the completion of the service. 
Once again, we are relying on your common sense and love of neighbor by asking everyone to exit the sanctuary while observing 
safe distancing, not gathering or lingering in the sanctuary or narthex (lobby) longer than necessary. 
Weather permitting, you are invited to gather outside—with or without masks—to visit and greet each other. 
For now, we will not be hosting coffee fellowship following the service. 
 

Above all, may we keep these scriptural admonitions in mind: 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit . . .  

let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. (Phil 2:3a, 4) 
Let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds . . . (Hebrews 10:23) 

“All things are lawful,” but not all things are beneficial . . . not all things build up. (1 Cor 10:23, 24b) 
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June, July and August 2021 
“Casual” service format as 
we return to in-person worship*  
on Sunday, June 6 
 

*Protocols for in-person worship 
can be found in Pastor Susan’s letter. 
 

 

Pentecost II, June 6 – Wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is steadfast love. 

A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this observation in light of charges that he is possessed. He is            
possessed, not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit. We who have received the Holy Spirit through baptism have been joined to 
Christ’s death and resurrection and knit together in the body of Christ. We go forth in peace to do the will of God. 
 

Pentecost III, June 13 – Welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls. 

10:30 AM—Holy Communion 
11:30 AM—Rite of Confirmation (Confirmands, their families and guests only) 
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar   
or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. 
 

Pentecost IV, June 20 – Now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation. 

Litany of Thanksgiving and Blessing for Fathers and All Men 
Now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation! Now we are in the storm, the boat almost swamped; but Jesus is here  
now, and when we call him, he will calm the storm. Even the wind and waves listen to him as they would their creator.   
 

Pentecost V, June 27 – I will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lifted me up. 

A woman finds healing by touching Jesus’ cloak, and a girl is restored to life when he takes her by the hand. In both cases a  
boundary is crossed. In Mark’s gospel, Jesus breaks down barriers, from his first meal at a tax collector’s house to his last      
breath on the cross as the temple is torn in two. 
 

Pentecost VI, July 4 – I will boast gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 

Jesus does great deeds of power and gives his disciples authority over demons. Yet none of this power is unilateral—it all         
must be received by faith. Jesus sends his disciples to go out without money or supplies, so that they will be dependent on         
how others receive them. 
 

Pentecost VII, July 11 – I will listen to what the Lord God is saying. 

When the prophet Amos reports his vision of God judging Israel for its mistreatment of the poor, he becomes a threat to the       
power of the priests and the king. John the Baptist also speaks truth to power, and Herod has him killed. In Herod’s fear that      
Jesus is John returned from the dead, we may hear hope for the oppressed: all the prophets killed through the ages are alive         
in Jesus. We are called to witness to justice in company with them, and to proclaim God’s saving love. 
 

Pentecost VIII, July 18 – The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 

10:30 AM—Service of the Word 
Mark’s gospel makes clear how great is the press of the crowd, with its countless needs to be met, on Jesus and his disciples.     
Yet in today’s gospel, Jesus advises his disciples to get away and rest, to take care of themselves. Jesus honors the caregivers’ 
needs. 
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Pentecost IX, July 25  – You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

10:30 AM—Service of the Word 
Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6 which focus on Jesus as the bread of life. Today Jesus  
feeds thousands of people with five loaves and two fish.  
 

Pentecost X, August 1 – God rained down manna from heaven; so mortals ate the bread of angels. 

Apparently not satisfied by Jesus’ feeding of thousands, some who were there press him for a sign of his power; perhaps it is 
daily manna they want. As always in John’s gospel when people want a sign, Jesus offers himself. 
 

Pentecost XI, August 8 – Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

After feeding more than five thousand people in the wilderness, Jesus teaches them regarding the true significance of this      
remarkable sign. 
 

Pentecost XII, August 15 – Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord. 

Wisdom prepares a feast, sets her table, and invites all to come and eat her bread and drink her wine. Christ, the wisdom of 
God, today invites us to eat his flesh and drink his blood and he identifies himself as the true “bread of life.” 
 

Pentecost XIII, August 22 – Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 

In today’s gospel, many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh and drink his blood; even many of Jesus’         
disciples peel off. This is the backdrop in John’s gospel for Peter’s confession of faith: To whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life. 
 

Pentecost XIV, August 29 – God gave us birth by the word of truth. 

Jesus protests against human customs being given the weight of divine law, while the essence of God’s law is ignored. True 
uncleanness comes not from external things, but from the intentions of the human heart. 

Keeping up with Confirmation . . . 
 

The Rite of Confirmation will be held for our five Confirmands on 
Sunday, June 13, at 11:30 AM. 
 

In order to be able to keep safe distancing in the sanctuary, this 
service will be only for Confirmands, their families and guests. 
 

The Rite will be filmed and posted on our website for the  
congregation to witness. 
 

These five young people have waited a year for their Confirmation day to arrive.  We give thanks and 
rejoice that it is now safe to gather in person and witness their confession of faith. 
 

Please keep our Confirmands in your prayers . . . 
Evan De Cicco; Elliot Eddy; Gianna Garcia; Christian Lindberg; Alyssa Pennissi 
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Report on the 2021 Virtual NJ Synod Assembly, May 7 & 8 
Spring forth! 
I am about to do a new thing; 
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness 
and rivers in the desert 
Isaiah 43:19 
 

On Friday, May 7 and Saturday, May 8, the New Jersey Synod held its first 
“virtual” synod assembly. The voting members who attended representing 
Holy Trinity were Gail Gugliotti, Marge Heeren and Pastor Susan. The      
Assembly began with worship and an inspiriting sermon by the Rev. Gladys Moore, who was a former assistant to Bishop Riley, 
recently retired pastor of St. John’s, Summit. The work of four mission starts—Santa Isabel Lutheran Church and Santa Isabel  
Ministry with Immigrants in Detention, Misión Pan de Vida (Bread of Life Mission) in Passaic, and Morning Star Fellowship in 
Ridgefield were highlighted. Each of these new missions are developing faith communities and leading ministries with people   
facing hardships related to housing, education, income, employment, healthcare, and immigration. We were invited to reach out 
and support these developing congregations. In addition to honoring new start-ups, the Synod recognized anniversaries of          
congregations celebrating 50 or more years of mission. Holy Trinity’s 100th anniversary of mission and ministry was represented   
in a video presented by the Synod. The mission spending plan for 2022 was presented and adopted.  
 

As part of the Synod’s commitment to God’s just future and combating implicit bias, Bishop Tracie Bartholomew issued the Jehu 
Jones Fund challenge. This challenge seeks not only to continue our education on issues of racial justice, but also to help us     
take responsibility to respond in faith and work to address racial inequity and injustice in our world. In the fall, a more in-depth 
presentation will be made to the congregation about the Jehu Jones Bishop’s challenge but, essentially, congregations have   
been asked to commit to giving $375 to the fund which will then support the education and ministries of emerging leaders of     
African descent in our church today. In addition, congregations who donate $375 or more will receive a quilt square to be designed 
by the congregation to represent their commitment and growing awareness, moving toward action in Christian love. The quilt will 
be presented at the 2022 Synod Assembly and hang in the Synod office thereafter. 
 

The Assembly concluded with worship and included the following prayer:  Renew in us the commitment to use our gifts in the      
service of others, and especially of those in need.  Let us be your hands to feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, clothe 
the naked, comfort the weary and out-cast, welcome the stranger, care for creation, and be loving neighbors to all. 

Alexis Fiore graduated May 23, 2021, with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Graphic Design from The School of Visual Arts. Alexis has accepted    
a full time position at De’Longhi America where she will be a Retail 
Content Associate. Alexis will use her knowledge of graphic design     

to create web banners, product infographics, and social assets.  

Congratulations Alexis! 

Lord, we ask that you guide  Alexis and students and graduates everywhere.  Keep 

them walking safely along the pathways of their dreams, and help them to hold 

fast to their faith with great hope and love. 
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  A 

 
 

short . . .  A commitment to giving  

 THE TIDINGS

19"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and 
steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do 
not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  Matthew 5:19-21 
 
 

You don’t have what it takes—but you will 
 

There is a saying in the church:  God doesn’t call the equipped. God equips the called.  
 

Do you ever feel unequipped or inadequate for the challenges and responsibilities before you? Often in my roles as  
pastor, wife, mother, grandmother and friend, I have felt inadequate to fulfill the task before me. It’s so easy to get 
caught up thinking of failure and how failure will let down those we care about. Sometimes I find myself crying out to 
God, “God, there are others who are more equipped than I, call on them, I do not think I can do it.” Then I am reminded 
of how God called many in the Bible—unequipped and inadequate by worldly standards, to do his will. The Apostle 
Paul is especially helpful to keep in mind, for he testified from his own experience that when we are weak, we are 
strong because God’s grace is sufficient for us—God’s power is made perfect in weakness. 
 

How do we become equipped? Jesus talks about asking, seeking, knocking and receiving. He reminds us that God  
will give the Holy Spirit to those who ask. The Spirit equips us. And being equipped may come not only by individual 
courage and strength, but through help and support and the gifts of others. Together the Spirit is able to give us all that 
we need and more to face the challenges, opportunities and responsibilities of each day.  
 

This is a lesson in trust in the goodness and wisdom of God. It’s not an easy lesson to learn or even hold onto. And 
yet, God is always more willing to give than we are sometimes willing to even ask.  It seems we would do well to follow 
Paul’s example and take God at God’s word. We don’t have what it takes . . . but by the grace of God, we will.  

 
  Thanking God and you for your faithful stewardship! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can always donate to our mission by going to  
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/home/donate 

http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/home/donate
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Grace-Full Dollars MONTHS of June, July and August 
Now is a time when we need one another.  

Now is a time to live and act as faithful people of God. 
 

June is Cross Roads Camp and Retreat Center Month 
Cross Roads Camp and Retreat Center is a ministry of the Episcopal Diocese of Newark and the ELCA New Jersey Synod.  
Cross Roads is a welcoming and inclusive community providing life-changing and sacred adventures for renewal, growth, 
and joy. They offer a variety of programs for people of all ages in the summer time and year-round. They are in special need 
of funds now because of having to be closed for over a year during the pandemic. Please help us to support this important 
partner in ministry. 
 

July is CFA Weekend Snack Package Program (WSPP) Month 
The CFA Weekend Snack Package Program (WSPP) seeks to provide heathy, kid-friendly and easy-to-prepare snack foods 
to children at risk of weekend hunger. The money we raise will go to the cost of the items needed to prepare the snack packs 
which the Center for Food Action (CFA) provides.  
 

August is Hackensack Riverkeeper Month 
In August, you are invited to give a gift of any size in support of the Hackensack Riverkeeper.  The Hackensack Riverkeeper 
is celebrating over 20 years of clean water advocacy.  Members of the organization have been working from their homes, on 
the water and in the field during the pandemic to fight for clean water, protected habitats and for everyone to enjoy them all. 

 
 

In June, please make out your check to Holy Trinity  
with “Cross Roads” in the memo line of your check. 

 

In July, please make your check out to Holy Trinity  
with “CFA/WSPP” in the memo line of your check. 

 

In August, please make your check out to Holy Trinity 
with “Riverkeepers” in the memo line of your check. 

 

Or go online to our website: 
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/home/donate 

and designate your gift by choosing “Grace-Full Dollars” 
 
 
 

Your Grace-Full Dollars at Work . . .  

In March, your donations enabled us to give $700 to LSMNJ’s Easter Dinner Fund, and $340 to the Meadowlands YMCA 
Food Distribution Program.  In April, you made it possible for us to send $360 to RIP Medical Debt. 

 
When you know God’s grace, you want to share God’s grace. 

 

Thank you for being so generous and helping us to share God’s love with others. 

http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/home/donate
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                    April 14, 2021 
 

• Midweek Lenten, Palm Sunday, Holy Week and 
Easter services all went well.  

•   We are looking into participating in the Center for  
Food Action's Weekend Snack Package Program in  

the Fall. 
• The fence in back of the parsonage will need to be       

replaced.   
• Marge Heeren and Gail Gugliotti are the delegates to   

Synod Assembly. 
 

 

May 12, 2021 
 

• In-person worship will begin on June 6.   
• Confirmation will take place on June 13, immediately after 

the regular worship service.  
• Joe Colaneri's last day will be on June 20.  He will return in 

September.   
• Worship and Music will be searching for a new musician.   
• We will have a designated singer for summer services.    
• Our 100th Anniversary celebration has been put on hold 

until 2022.   
• The next Council meeting will be held on Wednesday,   

June 9, beginning at 6:30 PM. 

To all the members of the property committee for 
the many things they do on a regular basis to keep    
our church building in good repair, looking good, and    

functioning safely and efficiently.   

 

To Marge Heeren and Gene and Judy Danilchick   
for organizing the variety of donations left on the porch 
for pick-up by The Lupus Foundation and to Vinnie  
and Owen De Cicco for bringing the TV to the DPW  

for disposal. 

 

To Karen Niestempski and Charlotte Schlindwein  
for delivering the bosom buddies made by the ladies  of 
Stitch One, Share One to our contact at Holy Name 

Hospital in Teaneck. They were very much appreciated. 

 

To Gail Gugliotti and Marge Heeren for representing 
Holy Trinity at the 2021 Virtual NJ Synod Assembly in 

May. 

Readers 

Readers has selected two books to read during the summer.  On Friday, July 2, Readers will discuss 
the New York Times Bestseller, This Tender Land, by William Kent Krueger.  This Tender Land is 
the story of four orphans who travel the Mississippi River on a life-changing odyssey during the Great 
Depression.  The four orphans are forced to flee after one of them commits a terrible crime at the  
Lincoln Indian Training School where he was confined.  In the summer of 1932, the orphans head for the Mississippi in a canoe     
in search for a place to call their own.  The author introduces us to a variety of lost souls they meet along the way and, as one   
reviewer tells us, This Tender Land is “an enthralling, big-hearted epic that shows how the magnificent American landscape     
connects us all, haunts our dreams and makes us whole.”  
 

On Friday, August 27, Readers will discuss The Great Alone by Kristen Hannah.  This is a story about a Vietnam war veteran, 
Ernt Allbright, who comes home from the war a very different person from what he was before.  Ernt decides to bring his thirteen-
year-old daughter and wife north to Alaska to live off the grid in America’s last true frontier.  Each looks forward to a better life in this 
new land.  Kristen Hannah shares the resolute character of the American pioneer and the spirit of a vanishing Alaska. “The Great 
Alone is a daring and touching tale about the fight for survival, love and loss, and the beauty of the great Alaskan wilderness.” 
 

Both meetings will begin at 1:30 P.M.  We invite you to join us for some lively discussion.  If you are interested or have any       
questions, please contact Dianna Mammone or Rita Krieger. 
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Please remember our Shut-ins  
with visits, cards and prayers!  

 
 

Bob & Marie Nurge 
 

 

 
 

 
June, July & August 

 

Jamie De Cicco  
Gary Varga  

Matthew Gugliotti  
Louise Vereeken  

Gisela Graf  
Ursula Steinhauff  

Alexis Fiore  
Anthony Palkowitz  
Kathryn Morrison  

George Moser  
Mariel Kunnapas  
Vincent LaSpisa  

Jack Bunge  
Nikolus Bunge  
Charles Hickey  
Kasey Otazu  

Tyler Lindberg  
Paul Margiotta  

Melissa Gugliotti  
Anthony Gugliotti  

Katie Colaneri  
Christina Vazquez  

Evan De Cicco  
Isabelle Heck  

Ruth Ann Heck  
Michelle Ulrich  

Catherine Mazzone  
Chris Burniston  
Owen De Cicco  

Amy Mateja  
David Mammone  
Daniel Kuzmenka  

Antonio (Jorge) Viera  
Stephanie Krieger  

Phyllis Smith  
Angela Kuzmenka  

Karen Obiso  
Emma Frazee  

Linda Kunnapas  

 

 

June, July & August 
Anniversaries 

 

Vinnie & Jamie De Cicco  
John & Dorothy Heflich  
Antonio & Cindy Viera  
Tony & Gail Gugliotti  

Vincent & Sara LaSpisa  
Sean & Kathryn Morrison  

Pete & Michele Hickey  
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News of Our Church Family 

Let the beloved of the LORD rest secure in him, for he 
shields them all day long, and the one the LORD loves rests 
between his shoulders. The eternal God is your refuge, and 

underneath are the everlasting arms.  Deuteronomy 33:12b, 7 

 

On Thursday, May 6, Terry Mills, long-time Administrative       
Assistant at Holy Trinity, entered the church triumphant.   
Terry died peacefully at home in her sleep after a long illness. 
At her request, there were no public services. Terry was  
remembered and thanks for her life were given in our prayers 
of intercession and in the  Eucharistic prayer at worship on 
May 9.  Please keep her husband, Charlie, and her sister, 
Linda, in your prayers.  
 

On April 22, Timothy Heck, husband of long-time Holy    
Trinity member, Anne Heck, entered the church triumphant. 
Visitation and service was held at the Aloia Funeral Home in 
Garfield on Saturday, May 22. Please keep his wife, Anne, in 

your prayers along with their son, Tim, and his family. 

A New Directory is on the Way! 
 

We are in the process of bringing our Directory up to date.  
Please email Pastor Susan at htlchhpastor@gmail.com if 
you have any changes to make for yourself or a family   
member as soon as possible.  We are hoping to have the 
new directory completed by the end of June.    

mailto:HTLCHHPastor@gmail.com

