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The Time after Pentecost . . . 

God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, 
and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs 
of your abundant grace. Nourish us through these 
gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our 
communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, 
our strength and our song. Amen. 
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 THE TIDINGS

 

 

 

ZOOM  IN   FOR  

PRAYER & WORSHIP .  .  . 
 

 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
92 Burton Avenue 

Hasbrouck Heights, NJ 07604 
201-288-6889  ·  Fax 201-288-0645 

htlchhnj@gmail.com 
www.holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com 

 
 

10:30 AM - Sunday Service  
of Holy Communion 

 

12 Noon - Wednesday Prayers  
 

 
If you would like to join us via Zoom for worship                         
or midweek prayer, please email Pastor Susan:  

pastorsusanholytrinitynj@gmail.com.  

 

The Ministers ...................................... The People of Holy Trinity 
Pastor........................................ The Rev. Susan Nelson-Colaneri 

pastorsusanholytrinitynj@gmail.com 
201-288-6889 

Administrative Assistant ............................................... Terry Mills 
Editor.................................................................... Judy Danilchick 

 

Calendars/Activities 
During Pandemic 
 

Due to circumstances related to the COVID-19   
pandemic, all meetings and activities normally 
taking place at Holy Trinity have been either   
cancelled or postponed until further notice and  
until we are able to safely gather together 
again. Calendars are not included in this   
newsletter. Please go to our website below to 
view available calendar information.   

 

holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events  

 

About Our Newsletter . . . 
 
 

The Tidings can also be found on our website at:  
holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events/
serving-scheduletidings 

 

We welcome your suggestions and comments concerning    
our newsletter, its format, etc. Please email or call the 
church office with your comments and suggestions. 

Greetings to Our Readers 
 

If you are reading this newsletter from Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Hasbrouck Heights and are   
either looking for a church home or you are just  
interested in finding out more about what goes on at 
Holy Trinity, we invite you to come and worship with 
us via Zoom, to visit our website and/or to call the 
church office. Pastor Susan can be reached at the 
office or by email. The information you will need to 
contact us is in the box to the left. If you should call 
the office and get our answering machine, please be 
assured that your call will be returned at our first 
available moment. We always look forward to      
welcoming both newcomers and familiar faces. 

June 16 

On Father’s Day, a special blessing for all men 
who care and provide for, and who nurture   
others in so many ways will be offered at our 
10:30 AM service of Holy Communion. 

mailto:pastorsusanholytrinitynj@gmail.com
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events/serving-scheduletidings
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events/serving-scheduletidings
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“If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples,  
and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 
Jesus to his disciples, John 8:32 
 

For freedom Christ has set us free . . . 
Paul to the Galatians, 5:1 
 
For centuries, even millennia, philosophers, psychologists and  
theologians have wrestled and argued with the problem of human  
freedom. Are humans free to choose the good life? Are we     
“masters of our fate and captains of our souls” or are we shaped 
by forces beyond our control? Into this debate, Lutherans interject 
a paradoxical statement—our freedom is also our    bondage. Because we cannot go through life without making decisions 
of all sorts, life is a decision. Even not to make a    decision is also a decision. Since we cannot escape making decisions, 
we cannot escape our freedom. Our freedom is bound—outwardly and inwardly.  How, then, is a Christian made free? 
 

Lutheran pastor, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, in a sermon from 1932 stated that it is “not our deed, not our courage or strength, not 
our people, not our truth, but God’s truth alone” which makes us free. For the Christian disciple, to be free does not mean to 
be great in the world or free against our neighbors or to be free against God. In other words, freedom does not mean we 
can do whatever we want, whenever we want to do it. No, Christ makes us “free from ourselves, from our untruth, in which 
it seems as if I alone were there, as if I were the center of the world; to be free from the hatred with which I destroy God’s 
creation: to be free from myself in order to be free for others.” God’s truth alone allows us to see others. God’s truth is 
God’s love and grace for us. 
 

The Greek word that is used in the gospel of John for truth can also mean “reality” and “right motives.” One way of         
paraphrasing what Jesus is saying to his disciples is “you will find what is real and your heart will learn to respond with right 
motives so that you are no longer bound and turned in on yourself by false and unreal motives—you are free, you don’t 
have to do anything to receive God’s love.” So . . .  how will you use your freedom? What will you do now that you don’t 
have to do anything? 
 

The paradox of Christian freedom has been much on my mind during these Coronavirus times, especially as we begin the 
difficult work of ending the strict observance of “sheltering in place” to opening up businesses.  The governing factor needs 
to be keeping people safe while also finding a way for economic recovery. When and how do we return to worship in the 
church?  How do we exercise our freedom to do so while keeping everyone safe from infection?  
 

As I write now at the end of May, the guidelines for returning to worshipping together physically in the sanctuary would, in 
many ways, bring less freedom to our worship than continuing to gather and worship online via Zoom. To return to worship 
in the sanctuary while there is no vaccine means that everyone will be required to wear a mask while still practicing social 
distancing, no singing, no unison speaking, no hymnals or bulletins, no greeting lines at the end of worship (or even at the 
beginning), monitoring and wiping down of bathrooms after each use . . . and I didn’t even list the guidelines for distribution 
of Communion yet!  Even if restrictions are lifted to allow for gatherings of more than 10 or 25 or even 50, in order to use 
our freedom to protect our neighbor, we will not actually be worshipping all that freely. For now, it seems, the best use of 
our freedom to serve our neighbor is continuing to worship online which allows us to sing and speak together safely.  
 

These weeks of “sheltering in place” have been a good time to prayerfully reflect on the many ways we can use our       
freedom to glorify God in service to others and the common good. We hear anew Christ’s call to discipleship—confronted 
once again by our need for God’s grace to negotiate the realities of sin, brokenness and death. We are reminded that 
Christian discipleship is a lifelong dynamic of becoming Christian. We are no longer bound by things done and undone, but 
each day we are gifted by God’s grace with freedom to become Christians anew.  How will we use our freedom? I pray that 
we will use it prayerfully, courageously, lovingly and faithfully and all to the glory of God. 

 
   In the joy and peace of the risen Lord which is our strength, 



 THE TIDINGS

June 2020                                     Page 4
                                             

The Sundays of June 2020* 
*For as long as we need to keep physical distance, we will be  

worshipping on Sunday mornings at 10:30 AM online via Zoom.  
If you would like to join us or know someone who would, please   
email Pastor Susan at: pastorsusanholytrinitynj@gmail.com. 
 

 

In the gospel of Matthew, Jesus promotes a singular       
focus on what he calls the “kingdom of heaven.” Parable 
after parable speaks about glorious things coming from a 
small seed, a little yeast, or a treasure hidden in a field. 
God works in small, hidden things here and now.  
 
 

THE HOLY TRINITY, June 7 
Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes the apostolic greeting that begins 
our worship:  “the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 
In the gospel, Jesus sends his disciples forth to baptize in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. More 
than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced the God of creation made known in 
Jesus Christ and with us always through the Holy Spirit. 
 

 

Pentecost II, June 14 
Moses tells the Israelites that they are called to be a priestly kingdom and a holy people. Jesus sends out the disciples 
as laborers into the harvest. In baptism we too are anointed for ministry, sharing God’s compassion with our needy 
world. From the Lord’s table we go forth to proclaim the good news, to heal the sick, and to share our bread with the 
hungry. 
 

 

Pentecost III, June 21—Litany of Thanksgiving and Blessing of Fathers and All Men 
God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah feels the pain of rejection from those who do 
not want to hear what he has to say. Jesus declares that his words may bring stark division. Even so, we need not be 
afraid for God accounts for each hair on our heads. Though we may experience rejection, frustration, division, and 
death, God’s grace and love make us a new creation each day. Marked with the cross and filled with holy food, we are 
sent from worship to witness to Christ in the world. 
 

 

Pentecost IV, June 28 
The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free from the power of sin and death. In   
today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple who gives a cup of cold water to the little ones serves Christ himself. 
From worship we are sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be a sign of God’s      
merciful welcome.  
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Christina Vasquez is graduating from Wood-ridge Junior/Senior High School.  She's   
been accepted into Drexel University's Film program which she plans to attend in the 
fall.  Christina has been awarded and recognized as the class Salutatorian!  She's      
accomplished quite a lot during her high school career including achieving her Gold 
Award from the Girl Scouts (she’s been a Girl Scout since the age of 5) for which she 
created a wall of positivity, held seminars and spoke to middle schoolers to help them get 
through their struggles and build confidence while they transitioned into high school.   
She's also been given a "Senior Spotlight" for her dedication to cross country track!   

Emily Cupo is graduating from Wood-Ridge High School.  Playing video games with her 
friends has been a favorite pastime of Emily’s and she will be going to Bloomfield College 
in the fall where she will majoring in Video Game Design.   

Emma Frazee graduated in December of 2019 from Kean University with a BS in       
Psychology and a minor in Criminal Justice. Emma is studying to take her GREs for 
graduate school and, until COVID, was babysitting and also interning at the Passaic 
County Prosecutor’s Office in the Special Crimes Childrens Unit.  Her all-encompassing 
“hobby” at the moment is raising her 7-month old puppy, Gigi, a rescue puppy from an              
organization in Georgia.  

In December 2019, Jennifer Anne Varga completed her undergraduate studies at Stockton 
University. She received a degree in Criminal Justice with honors.  She had been taking 
graduate classes along with her undergraduate studies and will earn her Masters Degree 
in Criminal Justice in December 2020.  

Congratulations to Our Graduates 

 

Lord, in these uncertain times, we ask that you guide all of our students 

and graduates, keep them walking safely along the pathways of their 

dreams, and help them to hold fast to their faith with great hope and love. 



 

 PARTNERS IN THE GOSPEL 
    with the Spirit’s gifts, empower us for the work of ministry . . . 
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From our Homes . . . 
 

TO THOSE IN NEED 
Due to restrictions related to COVID-19, our current collections continue to be suspended until we can once again be together physically at 
the church. In the meantime, there are many organizations accepting online donations to help those so much less fortunate than we are. 
Please consider contributing to one of these organizations or another group of your choosing. Instead of From the Porch, for now, we can 

be From Our Homes and still reach out beyond our doors to those in need.  

Below are some places we frequently support with our From the Porch ministry.  During this crisis, their needs are great as they continue to 
serve the many who have been left without work, without food, and without the basic necessities we all take for granted. Those in homeless 
shelters have needed to be relocated. Those in senior living centers need support for healthcare, food and pharmacy deliveries. Children 

who have been most safe when sheltered and fed at school are now at risk.  

• Center for Food Action — cfanj.org 

• Lutheran Social Ministries of NJ — lsmnj.org 

• Family Promise — bergenfamilypromise.org (click on update COVID-19 to donate to the COVID response fund) 
 

Please donate if you can. Your donation shares help for today, hope for tomorrow and always makes a difference! 

 

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS — 
making a difference in ways both large and small! 

 

 

 
 

 

Due to social distancing policies,    
the Center for Food Action is not           
accepting food donations at this time. 
 

Food donations will be gratefully accepted once again 

when social distancing policies are lifted.   
 

Please refer to the article above, From our 

Homes . . . , to see how you can help. 

 

Thanks to your faithful stewardship, 
the Church Council voted to make a 
monetary donation of $500 to the 
work of the Center for Food Action.   

To everyone for doing their part in lowering the curve 
by sheltering in place and wearing their masks according 

to current guidelines.  

To everyone for reaching out to each other and staying 

in touch so no one feels too isolated.  

To Rita Krieger and Michele Hickey for continuing to  

count and deposit our offerings.  

To Pastor Susan and Joe for all of their efforts to provide 
weekly Zoom worship services which are as close to the 

way we are used to worshipping as is possible.  

To David Mammone who assists in sorting and 

directing the mail while Terry is sheltering in place.  
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  A 

 
 

short . . .  A commitment to giving  

 THE TIDINGS

19"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in 
and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  Matthew 5:19-21 
 

To set our hearts on the kingdom [of God] means  
to make the life of the Spirit within and among us the center of all we think, say, or do. 

Henri Nouwen, from Making All Things New 
 

Stewardship, Henri Nouwen states, “is a very concrete way to help the kingdom of God come about.” Jesus says in the    
gospel of Matthew that we are to make the kingdom our first priority, and if we do, all the rest will be given us as well 
(Matthew 6:33). Jesus and Nouwen are pointing out that when we invest all that we are and have in cultivating the good 
things of God’s kingdom, keeping the common good before us—we are helping to manifest and build the kingdom of 
God.  “When we give ourselves to planting and nurturing love here on earth, our efforts will reach out beyond our own 
[time and place],” Nouwen observes. Generosity begets generosity and often grows into something far beyond what we 
could ever ask or imagine. 
 

In my own life, I have experienced this truth about generosity over and over again. When someone has been generous        
to me, it inspires me to “pay it forward” and, in Jesus words, “go and do likewise.”  How about you? Think about a time   
when someone was generous to you—in any way.  How did their generosity inspire generosity in you? Have you ever 
been generous with only the good of the other in mind?  If so, then you have experienced the joy that Jesus promises to 
his disciples who follow him into the kingdom. 
 

Generosity is something we do well to cultivate and practice at all times, but in a time of crisis—such as we living 
through now—it is essential more than ever to live out of the abundance of the kingdom of God.  May we be mindful of 
the exhortation of the Apostle Paul: Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ . . . 
So let us not grow weary in doing what is right for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. So then, 
whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all . . .” (Galatians 6:2, 9-10) 
 
 
 
 

Thanking God and you for your faithful stewardship! 
  
 

DON’T FORGET, you can always donate to our mission by going to  
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/home/donate 

http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/home/donate
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June is Grace-Full Dollars MONTH! 
Now is a time when we need one another.  
Now is a time to live and act as faithful people of God. 
 

You can help by supporting our congregation and making a gift to the ELCA’s COVID-19    
Response Fund. Your donation will provide funds to the ministries of the ELCA most in need 
and best positioned to help. This includes our congregations as well as local and churchwide 
ministries capable of reaching and assisting those in need. 
 
 
The Stewardship Ministry Team is 
inviting everyone to give a gift of 
whatever amount you are able to 
the ELCA Covid-19 Response Fund 
in the month of June. 
 
As always, your gift earmarked for 
the ELCA Covid-19 Response will       
be matched by Holy Trinity’s Future 
Benevolence Fund. 
 
Please make out your check to 
Holy Trinity with “Covid-19” noted       
in the memo line of your check. 
                        OR 
Donate online and choose “other”       
in the giving options and type in 
“Covid-19” to earmark your gift. 

Keeping up with Confirmation . . . 
 

Confirmation classes resumed in May on Zoom. Students will 
be completing their final unit on Luther’s Small Catechism on 
Monday, June 8. Final essays and one-on-one interviews with 
Pastor Susan will follow later in June. 
 

At this time, the date for the Rite of Confirmation is still to be 
announced.  
 

Please keep our Confirmands in your prayers: 
Evan De Cicco; Elliot Eddy; Gianna Garcia; Christian Lindberg; Alyssa Pennissi. 
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Please remember our Shut-ins  
and Hospitalized Members  

with visits, cards and prayers!  
 

 
Ann Feltrin 

 
 

Doris Schwarz 
 
 

 

 

 

  
 

June 
 

Jamie De Cicco  
Gary Varga  

Lauren Perez  
Matthew Gugliotti  
Louise Vereeken  
Ursula Steinhauff  

Alexis Fiore  
Anthony Palkowitz  
Kathryn Morrison  

George Moser  
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June 
Anniversaries 

 

Vinnie & Jamie De Cicco  
John & Dottie Heflich  

  

 COUNCIL  
 O  
 R  
 N  
 E  
 R 

         

 

May 13, 2020 
 
 

• Worship services conducted though Zoom 
continue to be well received and well   

attended. Technical difficulties have been at 
a minimum, and a special thanks to Pastor  

Susan for all her efforts in keeping us connected  
and keeping it simple! 

  

• Our ministries meet when possible via Zoom to   
discuss ways to continue working while remaining 
socially distant.   

 

• Members of the Council agreed that in-person    
worship cannot be resumed at this time. There are 
many factors to consider, all in an effort to keep 
everyone healthy and safe. Council is prayerful and 
is working in conjunction with the State and the  
Synod guidelines as to a resumption date; however, 
it does not appear to be imminent. Thanks be to 
God for Zoom! 

 

• Remember weekly donations can be dropped in   
the mailbox at the Church or, if more convenient, 
you may donate online. Your continued stewardship 
is more important than ever.   

 

• Remember to continue to do everything you can to 
stay safe and healthy during this time.  Now is not 
the time to relax our efforts.  And, don’t forget to 
pray! 

 

• The next Council meeting is scheduled for June 17 
at 6:30 PM.. 


