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 TRINITY TIDINGS  

People, look east. The time is near 
of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able, 
trim the hearth and set the table. 
People look east, and sing today— 
Love, the Guest, is on the way. 
Eleanor Farjeon, ELW Hymn 248 vs. 1 

The Seasons of Advent,  

    Christmas and            

     Epiphany  
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 THE TIDINGS

 

 

COME WORSHIP WITH   US 
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
 92 Burton Avenue 

             Hasbrouck Heights, NJ 07604 
             201-288-6889  ·  Fax 201-288-0645 

              htlchhpastor@gmail.com 
www.holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com 

 
 

10:30 AM - Sunday Service  
of Holy Communion 

 
Christmas Eve 

5 PM - Family Candlelight Service 
9 PM - Lessons & Carols for 

Christmas Candlelight Service 
 

If you would like to join us via Zoom for worship, please 
email Pastor Susan at htlchhpastor@gmail.com.  

 

The Ministers ..............................The People of Holy Trinity 
Pastor ............................... The Rev. Susan Nelson-Colaneri 

htlchhpastor@gmail.com 
201-288-6889 

Parish Musician ............................................... Ellen Mayer 
Editor ..........................................................Judy Danilchick 

 

The Tidings can also be found on our website at . . .  
 

holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events/serving-scheduletidings   

We welcome your suggestions and comments concerning our newsletter, 
its format, etc. Please email or call the church office with your comments 
and suggestions.  To view our calendar, go to, , , 
 

holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events 

 

Remember the Hungry 
 

Your donations of non-perishable foods,       
personal care items and gift cards continue     
to be very much needed and appreciated by 
those in need.  Please see details about our 
Reverse Advent Calendar on Page 9 for       
another opportunity to make a          
difference in feeding the hungry during 
the season of Advent. Thank you for all 
that you do. 

Greetings to Our Readers 
 

If you are reading this newsletter from Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Hasbrouck Heights 
and are either looking for a church home or you 
are just interested in finding out more about 
what goes on at Holy Trinity, we invite you to 
come and worship with us, to visit our website 
or to call the church office. We continue to    
provide a virtual worship opportunity via Zoom 
for anyone who is unable to attend in person.  
Pastor Susan can be reached at the office or  
by email and the information you will need to 
contact her is in the box below.  If you should 
call the office and get our answering machine, 
please be assured that your call will be returned 
at our first available moment. As always, we 
look forward to welcoming both newcomers and 
people we haven’t seen in a while.  

 

January  30, 2022 
Annual Congregation Meeting 

  

10:30 AM 
Please plan to attend!  

 

Our annual congregation meeting will take 
place during our regular Sunday worship 
service. Note:  See Page 6. 

DECK THE HALLS! 
 

 

 

 

 

ALL HANDS ON DECK!! We will be decorating the 
sanctuary for the Christmas season on  Sunday, 
December 19 immediately following the service. 
Remember, many hands make light work so, if 
you can spare an hour to help, it would be greatly 
appreciated. Please contact Marge Heeren if you 
are available. Many thanks!  

 

Advent Pause and Pray  

Wednesdays 

at Noon on Zoom 
 

See Page 7 for Details  

mailto:HTLCHHPastor@gmail.com
mailto:pastorsusanholytrinitynj@gmail.com
mailto:pastorsusanholytrinitynj@gmail.com
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events/serving-scheduletidings
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events
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O holy night, the stars are brightly shining . . . 
 

Then [the LORD] brought Abram outside and said, 
“Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are  
able to count them . . .” (Genesis 15:5) 
 

Sweet is the song the angels sing 
Guiding us into the light 
No matter what, we’re not alone 
A star is shining tonight. 
Norwegian Folk Song 
 
Vincent van Gogh (1853-1890) painted The Starry  
Night (pictured above) in an asylum, during the daytime,  
from memory, one year before he took his own life. The 
painting came from what made Vincent so compelling—a mind ablaze with color, motion, and wonder.  After he 
finished the painting, he wrote that he considered this painting to be a failure because the stars were too big 
and abstract.  And yet . . . Vincent was captured by the sky. He painted it often and spoke of it as being a way 
he communed with God and found some measure of peace for his tormented mind.  
 

Vincent was a deeply wounded man and in a letter to his brother, Theo, he confessed his “tremendous need for, 
shall I say the word—for religion—so I go outside at night to paint the stars.”  
 

This painting of Vincent’s imagination remains one of the world’s most treasured works of art because Vincent 
wasn’t the only one who found glory, hope, and wonder in the stars. God made them to stir the deep waters of 
our souls. 
 

Then God bid Abram to behold the depths of heaven and to number the stars if he could (RSV) . . . God 
answers Abram’s fears about whether to trust in God’s promises with a spectacle of glory under the midnight 
sky. God assured him that his descendants would outnumber and outshine these stars. Was this a promise 
Abram could believe? Could he keep putting his trust in something he had not yet experienced, or for that    
matter, in something he could never do for himself? If Abram was to trust at all, it would have to be a living    
daring confidence that God would do what God said he would do. 
 

O holy night, the stars are brightly shining . . .  Thousands of years later, God once again used a starry night 
and a great bold, out-sized star to herald the fulfillment of his promise and covenant with Abraham and Sarah. 
Into the weary world, the thrill of hope brought rejoicing. 
 

We live in a weary world where there continues to be a great need for the thrill of hope in the darkness. We 
need the sacredness of the seasons of Advent and Christmas and Epiphany to strengthen us for the new year. 
We need our hearts stilled in the darkness that we may be fully able to recognize the great and glorious Light 
that is coming into the world.  
 

To do this, we do well to be mindful that we, too, have an impossible hope—a hope against hope—for justice 
and mercy and peace to prevail. We reflect on a defiant joy that doesn’t depend on circumstances or things but 
only in the love of Christ. We yearn for the perfect peace that is a gift only from Christ to a troubled world. And 
we cling to the power of love—the love that no one else can offer except God. When we reflect on this love, we 
find hope, joy, and peace—for they are all wrapped up in the love of God in Christ for each one of us. 
 

The great light that no darkness can overcome came to inspire us with a living daring confidence in God’s  
promises. 
 

No matter what, we’re not alone. A star is shining tonight . . . This year, may we prepare for Christmas with 
a mindful Advent, seeking light in the pages of scripture, in lighting Advent candles, in praying fervently, and 
then responding with acts of love, mercy, justice and peace. May we go out and look at the starry night and let 
God stir the deep waters of our soul. 

 
 In the joy and peace of the Lord which is our strength, 
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The Sundays of Advent 2021 
Advent invites us to wait in hope: for peace, for joy,  
for the restoration of all that is broken, for the  
fulfillment of all things in Christ. In Advent we journey  
toward Bethlehem in the comforting but challenging  
reality of the “already” and the “not yet.” We travel  
with holy anticipation to meet the newborn king in the  
manger. Longing is the bass note of the music of  
Advent. What are we longing for this Advent as we  
let Christ be born anew in our hearts and lives? 
 
 

First Sunday of Advent,  November 28 

Advent Lessons and Carols—O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
with Blessing of Hats and Scarves for PERC (Palisades Emergency Residence Corporation) 

 
 

Second Sunday of Advent, December 5   
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. 
John the Baptist calls us to prepare the way of the Lord. He is on fire with hope for God’s coming, confident 
that the Savior of the world will come at last with power. John refuses to settle for apathy, despair, phony  
optimism, or living grimly in an unjust status quo. All the baptized are called to participate in sharing the good 
news and preparing the way. 

 
 

Third Sunday of Advent, December 12  
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears  . . . 
We rejoice to prepare for the One who binds up the broken-hearted, sets the prisoner free, and brings good 
news to the poor and recovery of sight to the blind. But God’s steadfast love not only consoles—it also      
purifies. John the Baptist brings an important message: to prepare for God’s coming, we must come clean. 
We need to relinquish behaviors that are unloving and unjust. 

 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent,  December 19  
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. 
What does Mary do after the angel announces she will give birth to Jesus? She dashes off to visit Elizabeth. 
Like Mary when we bear Christ within our very selves, we too feel an urge to connect with others. The       
burgeoning life within us draws us into community. We not only seek out friends and allies, we also reach 
across barriers of class and race to build more robust communities. 
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5 PM—Story and Song Family Candlelight Service  

Nativity of our Lord with Holy Eucharist 
Children of all ages gather around the manger and hear the story of the night Jesus was born. 

Shepherds, angels, stars, sheep and Christmas bells included! 

 

9 PM—Lessons and Carols for Christmas Candlelight Service 

Nativity of our Lord with Holy Eucharist 
A candlelight service telling the story of Jesus’ birth with sacred words and joyous carols. 

Meals at the Manger 
In this season of gift-giving, your gifts will be lifted up to feed the hungry through food banks in our area.  
We invite you to leave your donations of non-perishable food items in the designated box in the narthex 

(lobby) or in the baskets at the crèche in the rear of the sanctuary. 

 

First Sunday of Christmas, December 26, 2021 

10:30 AM with Holy Eucharist 
On the First Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus, both in the temple,             

both growing in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and humankind.  
We too have returned to the house of God “to sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God,”                

who has gifted us with a Savior. As our celebration continues, “let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.” 
It is Christmas, still. 

 

Second Sunday of Christmas, January 2, 2022 

10:30 AM with Holy Eucharist 
Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed                             

in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the word existed with God                               
from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues                         

to dwell among us.  Christ comes among us-–in the gathered assembly, the scriptures,                              
the waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts, we receive                     

the fullness of God’s grace and truth. 
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  The Season of  
The Sundays after Epiphany give us time to unpack the full 
meaning of the gift we have received at Christmas. What 
begins in mystery starts to be revealed in signs and wonders 
until the light reaches every human being. The light does not 
overwhelm or crush the darkness; it helps us perceive what 
we could not see before. 
 
 

The Baptism of Our Lord, January 9  
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 
In his plunge into the River Jordan, Jesus chooses to identify with human beings and with God’s creation. As 
John the Baptist says in Luke’s gospel, everyone baptized into Christ is baptized “with the Holy Spirit and 
fire.” The fire of God’s love burns away all chaff. Quickly or slowly, it burns away everything in us that is not 
love so that we come to regard the world as God does—precious, sacred, and filled with divine presence.  

 

Second Sunday after Epiphany, January 16  
We feast upon the abundance of your house, O Lord. 
The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of God’s glory to us as it was made known 
to the Magi and to those on Jordan’s banks at Jesus’ baptism—today using wedding imagery. Our God     
rejoices over God’s people as those being married rejoice over one another. By the power of the Spirit there 
are gifts galore for everyone. In Christ Jesus, the best wine is saved for last. Taste and see. 

 

Third Sunday after Epiphany, January 23 
The teaching of the Lord revives the soul. 
God’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention. People weep. People prostrate 
themselves in prayer. The unity of the church is another reflection of God’s glory. Most gloriously, the     
promises of God are fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the glory of God. 

 
 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany, January 30  
From my mother’s womb you have been my strength. 

ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE AS PART OF WORSHIP 
The glory of God is often revealed when and where it is least expected. God uses our lips to declare that   

glory, inexperienced and hesitant though they may be. God uses our love to demonstrate that glory and so 
urges us to exercise it. God uses Jesus of Nazareth, water and word, bread and wine, to reveal God’s glory 

where and when God chooses. Take heed, lest the glory of God slip through our midst unnoticed. 
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From Womb to Tomb: The Women of Luke’s Gospel 
A Bible Study 
Thursdays at 2:30 PM on Zoom 
Part 1, From the Womb to Jerusalem 
Begins January 13 thru February 24 
 

Women are prominently featured in the gospel of Luke— 
more than in the other three gospels of the New Testament. 
Luke begins the story of Jesus of Nazareth quite literally in  
the womb of two women—Mary and Elizabeth. As one     
commentator puts it, there are salty wives, spirited mothers 
and savvy widows throughout the gospel of Luke. This Bible 
Study will acquaint you with these women of purpose and  
persistence—some named and some unnamed and we will 
accompany them as they accompany Jesus. In Part I of this Bible Study, we will begin with Elizabeth and 
Mary and move through the gospel of Luke up to Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. In Part II, which 
will begin after Easter Day, we will meet the women who accompanied Jesus to the cross, the tomb and 
became the first witnesses of the empty tomb and his resurrection. 
 

Join the conversation!  
 

For more information about this Bible Study, please contact Pastor Susan at 201-288-6889 or by email at 
htlchhpastor@gmail.com to receive the Zoom link. 

Advent Pause and Pray at Noon on Zoom 
Wednesday, December 1 

Wednesday, December 8  

Wednesday, December 15  

Wednesday, December 22 

Advent invites us to wait in hope: for peace, for joy, for 
restoration of all that is broken, for the fulfillment of all 
things in Christ. While waiting is often a challenge for us, 
these past two years have required a level of patience 
beyond what we have ever experienced in our lifetimes. 
We are perhaps wearier of waiting than ever! How can 
our prayer give voice to that weariness? At the same 
time, how can our prayer transform our waiting from a task we do begrudgingly into an activity that awakens 
us to something new—something that will help us release the heaviness we are carrying and make room for 
the indwelling of God? One way is listen, then name and lift before God what we are hoping for.  
 

If you would like to receive the Zoom link to join us for Advent prayer, please email Pastor Susan at: 
htlchhpastor@gmail.com. 

mailto:htlchhpastor@gmail.com
mailto:htlchhpastor@gmail.com
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Keeping up with Confirmation . . . 
                                                                  

Confirmands have now completed their studies of the foundational 
stories found in the book of Genesis. They   move on in December   
to study the story of the Exodus and birth of the nation of Israel. On 
Monday, November 15, the class had a service night—baking dozens 
of cookies for the college exam relief bags and preparing grocery 
bags with the Reverse Advent Calendar list for the congregation to 
use in December. 
 

For questions or information about our Confirmation ministry, please 
contact Pastor Susan at: htlchhpastor@gmail.com or by phone at  
201-288-6889. 

Introducing our new Parish Musician, Ellen Mayer 
 

A church musician for over fifty years, Ellen Mayer holds degrees in      
organ performance from Westminster Choir College and the Manhattan 
School of Music. She is the Kindergarten-Third Grade Music teacher at 
the Robert Erskine and Peter Cooper Elementary Schools in Ringwood, 
NJ. She is trained and holds certificates in the Orff-Schulwerk Teaching   
method. Prior to joining our staff here at Holy Trinity, Ellen served most          
recently as Director of Music and Organist at Our Savior Lutheran Church 
in Pompton Plains and before that as Director of Music and Organist at  

St. John Lutheran Church in Passaic. Ellen is currently in her second year 
of studies with the Diakonia program of the NJ Synod. 
 

Ellen believes that serving as a church musician is a calling that she has 
felt from a very young age. We are thankful that she has answered the call 
to use and share her God-given talent and skills to enhance and enrich 
our spiritual lives here at Holy Trinity. 

Welcoming Neighborhood Friends. . . 
Blessing of the Animals -  October 3 

mailto:htlchhpastor@gmail.com
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  A 

 

 
 

short . . .  A commitment to giving  

 THE TIDINGS

So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, 
eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering.   
     Romans 12:1 (from The Message) 

 
 
 

The Stewardship Ministry Team invites each of   
us to keep Advent this year by focusing on the         
fundamentals of stewardship, spiritual growth and 
preparation for the coming of Christ into our lives. 
The following is not meant to be another “to do” 
list in a busy season, but rather a “get to” way of 
remembering our daily call to prepare a way for 
the Lord in our lives. Please consider joining us in 
preparing the way of the Lord by giving to others. 
 
Grocery bags with the list attached will be 
available first come, first serve at church by 
Thanksgiving Eve. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
Don’t forget, you can always donate to our mission by going to: 
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/home/donate  

http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/home/donate
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Grace-Full Dollars Months  
Now is a time when we need one another.  
Now is a time to live and act as faithful people of God. 
 
 

December is “Friendly Neighbors” Month 
Friendly Neighbors of Hasbrouck Heights is an ecumenical outreach 
program assisting the welfare of local residents. Friendly Neighbors 
reaches out to families, shut-ins and elderly residents in need with 
gifts of  clothing, food, services and money. The members of Friendly    
Neighbors are made up of volunteers from each congregation in 
Hasbrouck Heights, including Holy Trinity. Michele Hickey and Marge 
Heeren are currently serving as our representatives on this team. 
 

January is Lutheran Immigration and  
Refugee Service Month 
The LIRS is a ministry partner of the ELCA. As a witness to God’s 
love for all people, the LIRS stands with and advocates for migrants 
and refugees, transforming communities into ministries of service and 
justice.  Currently, funds are urgently needed to help Afghan allies in 
need of food, housing assistance, clothing, and other basic needs. 

 
 

In December, please make your check out to 
Holy Trinity with “Friendly Neighbors” 

in the memo line of your check. 
 

In January, please make your check out to 
Holy Trinity with “LIRS” 

in the memo line of your check. 
 

Or go online to our website: 
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/home/donate 

and designate your gift to “Grace-Full Dollars” 
 
 

 

Your Grace-Full Dollars at Work . . .  

In October, your generosity made it possible for us to send  
$1500 to the Reverend Jehu Jones Bishop’s Challenge Fund!! 

 
 
 

When you know God’s grace, you want to share God’s grace. 
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 COUNCIL  
 O  
 R  
 N  
 E  
 R 

                      

                     October 13  
  and November 10 

 
• The Grace-Full Dollars collections continue 
to do well and the recipients are most    

grateful for our donations. 
 

• The Anniversary envelopes will be eliminated  
from the monthly envelope packets beginning in  

January. 
 

• October was a good month both attendance and 
offering-wise.   

 

• $1,500 (collection plus matching funds) will be sent 
to Synod for the Jehu Jones Bishop’s challenge 
campaign. 

 

• Arrangements need to be made for someone to do 
snow removal this winter. 

 

• The next Council meeting will take place via    
Zoom on Wednesday, December 8, beginning at 
6:30 PM.   

Readers 
 

The readers group at Holy Trinity 
recently enjoyed their discussion 
about The Scent Keeper by Erica 
Bauermeister.  We would like to pass along our    
recommendation to read this most unusual book. 
 

Our next selection is The Kitchen Front by Jennifer 
Ryan. 
 

“Two years into World War II, Britain is feeling her 
losses: The Nazis have won battles, the Blitz has 
destroyed cities, and U-boats have cut off the supply 
of food. In an effort to help housewives with food 
rationing, a BBC radio program called The Kitchen 
Front is holding a cooking contest—and the grand 
prize is a job as the program’s first-ever female      
co-host. For four very different women, winning the 
contest would present a crucial chance to change 
their lives. 
 

For a young widow, it’s a chance to pay off her    
husband’s debts and keep a roof over her children’s 
heads. For a kitchen maid, it’s a chance to leave 
servitude and find freedom. For a lady of the manor, 
it’s a chance to escape her wealthy husband’s     
increasingly hostile behavior. And for a trained chef, 
it’s a chance to challenge the men at the top of her 
profession. 
 

These four women are giving the competition their 
all—even if that sometimes means bending the 
rules. But with so much at stake, will the contest that 
aims to bring the community together only serve to 
break it apart?” 
 

We will meet and discuss this book on Friday,     
January 14 at 1:30 PM. For further information or 
questions, please contact Rita Krieger or Dianna 
Mammone.  

 THE TIDINGS
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Stitch One, Share One 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We continue to work on hats and scarves for 
PERC.  Our contact at PERC was thrilled to hear 
that, once again this year, we would be donating 
these much needed gifts.  The hats and scarves 
will be displayed for a blessing from Pastor Susan 
at the service on November 28.  They will be      
delivered to PERC shortly after that. 

This is a year-round project.  Many of our members 
will begin making more hats and scarves for next 
year right after our donation.  If you knit or crochet, 
please consider joining in this effort.  It's a great 
project for when the weather is cold and nasty and 
we are stuck in the house!   We have yarn and 
needles and even some easy patterns that we will 
happily share with you. Just contact Dianna    
Mammone or Karen Niestempski to let them know 
of your interest in participating. 

To all who shared snacks to be included in the 
college student exam survival bags. 
 

To the Outreach Ministry Team for assembling 8 
college student exam survival bags and 15 
healthcare kits for Lutheran World Relief. 
 

To John Heflich for clearing the leaves from the 
church entranceway on Sunday mornings. 

To Arnie Ulrich for taking the recyclables to the 
recycling center. 
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Please remember our Shut-ins  
with calls, cards and prayers!  

 
 

 
Bob & Marie Nurge 

 

 

 
 

 
December-January 

 
 

Mary Lee Smith  
Emily Gaige  

Sara Kuzmenka  
Jonathan Fondanarosa  

Joe Colaneri  
Katie De Cicco  

Josephine Shelley  
Matthew Martinez  

James Varga  
Helen Nixon  

Marie Nurge Sara LaSpisa  
Nicholas Obiso  

Lisa Janeiro  
Ray Lindberg  

 
 
 

December-January 
 Anniversaries 

 
Glenn & Susan Barnas 

Anthony & Melissa Gugliotti  
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Congratulations Elliot!  

Elliot Eddy has been named to the NJIC  
Meadowlands Division First Team in soccer. 
She was the leader of the defense that allowed 
only 23 goals in 19 games and recorded 9 
shutouts for the season. Congratulations, Elliot! 
Well done!  

A Note from Holy Trinity’s       
Financial Secretary 
 

If you have made purchases on behalf of Holy 
Trinity and wish to get “in kind” credit rather than 
be reimbursed, please get your receipts to me 
by December 26 so you can get credit on your 
2021 giving statement. 
 

Thank you, 
Karen Niestempski 

Welcome 
Sofia Nari LaSpisa! 

On October 3, 2021, Sofia Nari LaSpisa, 
daughter of Vincent and Sara LaSpisa and 
Granddaughter of David and Dianna Mammone 
was baptized into God’s family.  Please keep 
Sofia and her family in your prayers, praying 
that their relationship to God continues to grow 
as she and her family participate in the life of 
the church.   


