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Calendars/Activities
During Pandemic
Due to circumstances related to the COVID-19
pandemic, all meetings and activities normally
taking place at Holy Trinity have been either
cancelled or postponed until further notice or
until we are able to safely gather together
again. Calendars are not included in this
newsletter. Please go to our website (shown
below) to view available calendar information.
holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events

ZOOM IN

Greetings to Our Readers
If you are reading this newsletter from Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church in Hasbrouck Heights and are
either looking for a church home or you are just
interested in finding out more about what goes on at
Holy Trinity, we invite you to come and worship with
us via Zoom, to visit our website and/or to call the
church office. Pastor Susan can be reached at the
office or by email. The information you will need to
contact us is in the box to the left. If you should call
the office and get our answering machine, please be
assured that your call will be returned at our first
available moment. We always look forward to
welcoming both newcomers and familiar faces.

FOR

PRAYER & WORSHIP . . .

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
92 Burton Avenue
Hasbrouck Heights, NJ 07604

201-288-6889 · Fax 201-288-0645

htlchhpastor@gmail.com *

www.holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com
*please note new email address

10:30 AM - Sunday Service

January 31, 2021

Annual Congregation Meeting
10:30 AM

Please plan to attend!
Our annual congregation meeting will take place
during our regular Sunday worship service
via Zoom.
Note: Please see Page 6 for additional details.

of Holy Communion

12 Noon - Wednesday Prayers
If you would like to join us via Zoom for worship or
mid-week prayer on Wednesday, please email Pastor Susan:

htlchhpastor@gmail.com.

The Ministers ...................................... The People of Holy Trinity
Pastor........................................ The Rev. Susan Nelson-Colaneri
htlchhpastor@gmail.com
201-288-6889
Administrative Assistant............................................... Terry Mills
Editor....................................................................Judy Danilchick

December 2020-January 2021

About Our Newsletter . . .
The Tidings can also be found on our website at:
holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events/
serving-scheduletidings
We welcome your suggestions and comments concerning
our newsletter, its format, etc. Please email or call the
church office with your comments and suggestions.
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“Hope” is the thing with feathers—
that perches in the soul—
and sings the tune without the words—
and never stops—at all—
Emily Dickinson
Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord;
let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel
departed from her.
The Gospel of Luke (1:38)
Without a doubt this will be an Advent and Christmas to remember! Not because it
will be greater in the sense of larger and more joyous than celebrations of the past, but because it will for most of us be quieter and
smaller. We will not be gathering for our usual Christmas Eve Candlelight services singing together our favorite carols. Most of us will
not be gathering in our homes with family and friends. So that everyone will be safe, we will need to keep our celebration of Christmas
more intimate. I’m sure many of us will be feeling the “blues” of Advent more keenly than ever before—both the sad yearning as well as
the hope. And yet, we will keep the season of Advent and the feast of Christmas with many of the same liturgies and holiday traditions,
though in a different way; singing our hope and joy in a different key, at a different volume.
When we come to God with our hopes, we also bring our frustrated hopes. We’ve all had times when what we hoped for did not come.
Our excitement and expectation as we look for good things to come are often mixed with times when plans fell through, when promises
were not kept, when people disappointed us. We rarely approach any hope with absolutely no doubt or question, and the same is true when
we approach God. When people have failed us or we have failed ourselves, or circumstances just frustrate our hopes, a sense of failure
can creep into our hope. Christmas can be, in fact, a time when unfulfilled hopes rise up to haunt us—or taunt us. We may have memories
of holidays that were less than we wanted them to be . . . and we may be anticipating such holidays this year. All the more reason to
lean into prayer and God’s word. When our hopes are mixed with sadness as well as joy, it is time to ask God to give us the faith, hope,
and love we need to get through.
It is perhaps most important this year that we follow an Advent practice—of prayer or lighting Advent candles at home. Because in the
places we faithfully follow routine, God shows up. In our plans and commitments, in age-old liturgies and holiday traditions, we set the
stage for breakthrough. Advent starts here—in the mundane and the simple, the routine and the regular. Although we don’t expect it, this
is where the natural turns supernatural; where the ordinary becomes extraordinary.
It is easy to become discontented and distracted during the holidays by comparison. Especially this year! We can get caught up in
comparing our Christmas past with the limitations of our Christmas present. We forget God’s preference for humility and humble
beginnings. God chose Mary to carry the Savior of the world within her womb. This is significant. God didn’t choose an emperor’s wife
to bear his Son. He also didn’t look for the envy of the neighborhood nor a royal queen to mother Jesus. He chose a faithful young
woman who identified herself as God’s servant. God’s grace made the ordinary extraordinary, the impossible, possible. Why is this so?
Because hope and faith acknowledge a higher reality, a reality beyond what we can see.
More than ever, our world needs people of hope. In this Advent season, we are invited to consider that God is at work as we go about
our daily lives and will use our lives to bring new life into the world. In this Advent season, we are invited to name before God our dearest
hopes—the dreams we hold in our hearts—and to welcome God into those hopes and dreams. We need dreamers, people willing to
invest their energy in what they hope for.
Of course, to hope means we cannot be completely sure. There are no guarantees. Coming to God with a mixture of hope and
excitement is normal and human. We may even experience less-welcome feelings alongside hope, such as anxiety, fear and distrust—
perhaps more so this year than any year before. But those feelings are acceptable. God welcomes us with whatever degree and quality
of hope possible for us. Even if the hope is simply an inexpressible desire for something more, it has power, and its power grows as we
nurture the hope in God’s presence. The psalmist says, “You, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O Lord from my youth” (Ps. 71:5). Perhaps
the quieter and smaller celebrations of Christmas this year will help us to anchor our hope in God’s steady love and good plans for us,
and hope in God will become a permanent part of us.
Hope holds with it the promise that God always answers our prayers by showing up, not necessarily with specifically what we ask
for but with remarkable gifts that can change our lives and the world. May we pray with Mary, let it be with me according to your word.
In the peace and joy of the Lord which is our strength,
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The Sundays of Advent*
Light four candles to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
He is coming, tell the glad tidings.
Let your lights be shining!
--Wayne L. Wold, ELW Hymn 240, vs. 4

*For as long as we need to keep physical distance, we continue to
worship online via Zoom on Sunday mornings at 10:30 AM. If you
would like to join us or know someone who would, please email
Pastor Susan at htlchhpastor@gmail.com.

The First Sunday of Advent, November 29
Let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea has become familiar to us in our Advent
prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for an apparently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to
restore. When we hear Jesus describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can sound dire and
horrible, not like anything we would ever hope for. But when we really look at the suffering of people God loves, we can share
the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come.

The Second Sunday of Advent, December 6
Righteousness shall prepare a pathway for God.
John the Baptist calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their lives so that nothing gets in the way of
the Lord’s coming. The reading from Isaiah gives the context for this radical call: the assurance of forgiveness that encourages
us to repent; the promise that the coming one will be gentle with the little ones. Isaiah calls us all to be heralds with John, to lift
up our voices fearlessly and say, “See, your God is coming!” We say it to one another in worship, in order to say it with our
lives in a world in need of justice and peace.

The Third Sunday of Advent, December 13
The Lord has done great things for us.
“Rejoice always,” begins the reading from Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist make clear that God
is turning our mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. “All God’s children got a robe” go the words of a spiritual. It is not so
much a stately, formal, pressed outfit as it is a set of party clothes, clothes we are happy to wear. We receive that robe in
baptism, and in worship we gather for a foretaste of God’s party.

The Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20
You, Lord, have lifted up the lowly.
God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The angel tells Mary that God will give David’s
throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of her coming pregnancy, but she is able still
to say, “Count me in.” We who know that Jesus is called king only as he is executed still find it a mystery hard to fathom, but
with Mary today we hear the news of what God is up to and say, “Count me in!”

December 2020-January 2021
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Christmas Eve—Thursday, 24 December

5:00 PM—Candlelight* Story and Song Service on Zoom

Deep winter nights are often praised for being quiet. Not this night!
Tonight—though we will hear and sing the story of the night Christ was born sheltering at home—
we join the trees, the rocks, the oceans, the skies, and the angels as we sing
our favorite carols and give thanks that Christ became a child on earth.

*Reminder: Have your candles ready at home so we can see the points of light on our Zoom screen!

Meals at the Manger
In this season of gift giving, your gifts will be lifted up to feed the hungry through
food banks in our area. During the Christmas season, from Christmas Eve through
Epiphany of our Lord, January 5, we invite you to donate non-perishable food items
like canned vegetables, soup, pasta sauce, cereal, fruit and more.
You may leave your donations in the designated box on the church porch.

First Sunday After Christmas, December 27 at 10:30 AM
Caroling with Holy Communion

Second Sunday After Christmas, January 3 at 10:30 AM
Within the profound words from the Gospel of John lies the simple message that God is revealed in a
human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the beginning of
time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among us.
December 2020-January 2021
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The Time after
Epiphany
Baptism of Our Lord, JANUARY 10

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters.
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God moved over the waters. Both
Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from
John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting
us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace.

EPIPHANY II, JANUARY 17

You have searched me out and known me.
All the baptized have a calling in God’s world. In the first reading, we hear about God calling a boy named Samuel.
And in the Gospel of John, we get a front-row seat to Jesus calling his disciples. It’s a good follow-up to last Sunday’s
emphasis on baptism. We are baptized in a community of faith; we don’t go it alone.

EPIPHANY III, JANUARY 24

God alone is my rock and my salvation.
As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us the implications of our
baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the good news and calling people to
repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching in a similar way. Two sets of brothers leave everything
they have known and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people.

EPIPHANY IV, JANUARY 31
HOLY COMMUNION and
ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING* at 10:30 AM
Our annual congregation meeting will take place in the center of our regular Sunday worship service.
Reports and annual budget will be emailed to the congregation; hard copies will be available
for those who do not have access to email.

December 2020-January 2021
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Advent Pause and Pray at Noon on Zoom
Wednesday, December 2
Wednesday, December 9
Wednesday, December 16
Wednesday, December 23
In the Advent spirit of “keeping vigil,” consider taking
time out on Wednesdays to pause and pray, centered
in the words of the prophet Isaiah. It’s a salutary way to
prepare for the coming of Emmanuel, God with us.
If you would like to receive the zoom link to join us for Advent prayer, please email Pastor Susan at:
htlchhpastor@gmail.com

Martin Luther’s The Freedom of a Christian*
A 6-week study and reflection in celebration of
the 500th anniversary of Luther’s treatise

Tuesdays at 2:30 PM
Begins January 14
Online Via ZOOM*

ELCA Presiding Bishop Eaton writes, “Five hundred years
ago, Martin Luther wrote a treatise titled The Freedom of a Christian. In it, he offered his most compelling
summary of the Christian life: in Christ we are completely free and at the same time, completely bound in
love and service to our neighbors. For Christians such as you and me, this has been our Lutheran way of
telling the Christian story for 500 years. At the heart of our Lutheran theological tradition, we find the antidote
to our despair.”
You are invited to read, study and reflect on this treatise as together we ask what does it mean to be freed
in Christ? How does our freedom in Christ help us resist the temptation to turn inward in despair by turning
outward in love and service to the world?

Join the conversation!
For more information about this Bible study, please contact Pastor Susan at 201-288-6889 or by email at
htlchhpastor@gmail.com
Click here to download the Luther’s treatise, The Freedom of a Christian:
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/faith-formation
December 2020-January 2021
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PARTNERS IN THE GOSPEL
with the Spirit’s gifts, empower us for the work of ministry . . .

From our Homes . . .

TO THOSE IN NEED

Unfortunately, as we head toward fall and winter, “From the Porch” continues to remain a “From Our Homes” ministry.
So, we are again providing you with the information below that tells you about a few ways you can help, as you are
able, to provide comfort, necessities and gifts to people in need despite our continuing need to remain apart. We
continue to encourage monetary donations to some of the organizations we have frequently supported with clothing,
food, and other items.
Christmas at Sea is still not accepting items but are grateful for financial donations so they can continue to
provide for those on ships as well as those seeking asylum. Seafarers International, a Lutheran organization,
oversees these projects and you can access their website for online donations at sihnyc.org.
Family Promise is not accepting any items in person but has requested that grocery store gift cards be
mailed to them for distribution, especially near the holidays. These cards should be sent to Family Promise,
100 Dayton Street, Ridgewood, NJ 07450.
PERC, the Palisades Emergency Residence Corporation, provides for the homeless in nearby Hudson
County. You can access their website at percshelter.org. Please note that they have a link to an Amazon
wish list which is an easy way to donate needed items. Something to also consider: In past years, Sharon
Ramsaier has actually made these Amazon donations which are delivered directly to PERC. She then
wrapped pictures of the items as Christmas gifts and gave them to each of her family members, since they
have a tradition of giving different “pay it forward” gifts each year.
Our Christmas Shoeboxes can also still happen this year – virtually, of course. Samaritanspurse.org is their
website. Click on “what we do”, and then “Operation Christmas Child” where you will be invited to Build a
Shoebox online for a suggested donation of $25. You will be able to choose your own items or just make the
donation and they will assemble a shoebox for you. This is a nice project for children to work on as well.
A note about helping area hunger ministries can be found on the following page.
Holy Trinity is again accepting donations of the usual non-perishable foods and personal care items to distribute
to The Center for Food Action and local food banks. During the Advent season and from Christmas Eve
through the Epiphany of our Lord, January 5, we encourage you to consider contributing to our hunger ministries
using the Reverse Advent Calendar project (see Page 9) and our Meals at the Manger project (see Page 5).
So, even in these strange and difficult times, opportunities to share are everywhere around us. The needs are greater
than ever. Please donate if you can, whatever you can - it does make a difference!

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS —
making a difference in ways both large and small!
December 2020-January 2021
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A
short . . . A commitment to giving
19"Do

not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and
steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do
not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Matthew 5:19-21

Throughout the weeks of Advent, from December 1 through December 24, the Stewardship Ministry Team invites you
to consider participating in our “Reverse Advent Calendar” by purchasing the items listed below for hungry people in NJ.
Once your grocery bag is completed, you can drop it off on the church porch. We will arrange to have the food delivered
to a local pantry. We will make the list downloadable in an upcoming email that will arrive before December 1.
Shoprite gift cards are also very much appreciated—just mail them or leave them
in the mailbox on the porch with “Reverse Advent Calendar” on the envelope.

December 2020-January 2021
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Grace-Full Dollars in Advent, Christmas and Time after Epiphany
Now is the time when we need one another.
Now is a time to live and act as faithful people of God.
Grace-Full Dollars is a program of our Stewardship Ministry Team. They invite all of us to give
whatever we are able in support of the mission of a local service organization.

December is Seafarers International House Month

During the month of December, the Stewardship Team invites you to give a gift of any size in support of
the work of the Seafarers International House which serves crew members on container ships from
around the globe. Remember, your gift will be matched from our Future Benevolence Fund.

January is Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service Month
In January, you are invited to give a gift of any size in support of the work of LIRS. Your donation will
support compassionate care for refugees and migrants here in America and around the globe. As always,
your gift will be matched from our Future Benevolence Fund.

You may send a check made out to Holy Trinity with
either “Seafarers International House” or “LIRS” in the memo line.
Or you can give online by going to our website:
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/home/donate
and designating on the “Other” line the organization you wish to earmark your gift for.

In September, your donations made it possible for us to give $380 in support
of Cross Roads Camp and Retreat Center, an outdoor ministry of the New Jersey
Synod and the Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey.

Thank you for being so generous
and helping us to share God’s love with others.
When you know God’s grace, you want to share God’s grace.

December 2020-January 2021
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Stitch One, Share
One News
On Friday, November 13, Karen Niestempski
delivered 52 scarves, 48 hats, an afghan, and a pair of
socks to the PERC (Palisades Emergency Residence
Corporation) in Union City. Our contact at PERC was
extremely happy to receive our donations in support of
their efforts to end homelessness.
Special thanks to everyone in our Stitch One, Share One
group for knitting and crocheting all of the beautiful and
well needed items pictured below. The stitchers included
Ruth Bunge, Gisela Graf, Dianna Mammone, Karen
Niestempski, Helen Nixon, Pastor Susan, Sharon
Ramsaier, Charlotte Schlindwein, Debbie Schneider
(Karen’s sister), Debbie Stetzle, and Louise Vereeken.
And, a special thank you to Dottie Heflich who supported
the project by buying yarn and a special thank you to
Karen for coordinating this effort and for delivering these
items to PERC.
Our Stitch One, Share One group will continue stitching
items for PERC since there are still many in need of warm
hats, scarves and more. If you are able to lend a hand or
have some questions, please contact Karen Niestempski.

Letters of Thanks for your generous
donations were received from . . .
Margo Heller, Director of Volunteers, of Family Promise
for Holy Trinity’s generous donation toward our Dinners for
the Homeless program.
Captain Bill Sheehan,The Hackensack Riverkeeper, for
our donation of $550. Your dollars enable The Riverkeeper
to advocate for our community and wildlife, protect our
watershed, preserve habitats and, above all, restore the
Hackensack River. In addition they enable us to provide
environmental education and community outreach
programs and ensure that future generations benefit from
our shared vision and work.
Bishop Tracie L. Bartholomew, NJ Synod of the ELCA, to
Pastor Susan and the members of our congregation for all
that we do to proclaim God’s love in Jesus Christ for all
people. She asks that we prayerfully consider adopting the
2021 challenge goal for our congregation which will, in turn,
allow them to fully fund their 2021 Spending Plan.

December 2020-January 2021

An Opportunity to help
Hasbrouck Heights Friends in Need
With your support, Friendly Neighbors is able to help our friends in
Hasbrouck Heights living in fragile circumstances. Jackie Mazza,
President, tells us in her recent letter that every gift is so meaningful
and so important and greatly appreciated by those who received
them. Gifts should be made payable to Friendly Neighbors and
sent to Jackie Mazza, 126 Harrison Avenue, Hasbrouck Heights,
NJ 07604.
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Thank you to everyone for your good
wishes and prayers before and at the birth of
our new granddaughter. We are delighted to
join some of you in the grandparents club.

To all who contributed to the “exam survival bags” for
our 10 college students helping to make this year’s
exam time a little less stressful.

In the peace and joy of the Lord,
Pastor Susan and Joe

To Joe Colaneri for assisting Pastor Susan with the
Blessing of the Animals service on October 4.
To Michele Hickey and Rita Krieger for continuing to
do all the counting of funds received, bank deposits,
and preparing of information for recording of donations.
To Dottie and John Heflich for making calls to
contractors, being available for our custodian when
needed, and for having been available for many calls
such as these.

Great sermon, Nana!
And I love the music,
Papa!

To Arnie Ulrich and Vinnie De Cicco for tending to the
recent leaks, contacting roofing companies and meeting
with contractors to obtain quotes to repair the roof.
Madeline Rose attending her first Zoom worship service on November 15.

Readers
The Readers Group at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church met virtually via Zoom to discuss our most recent book,
Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger. There was lots of interest in the book, different points to talk about
and all seemed to enjoy the writing style of the author.
We invite anyone interested to join us for our next discussion group which will be on January 15 at 2 PM. We will continue to
meet virtually through Zoom. The book we are going to read and discuss is A Gentleman in Moscow and the author is Amor
Towles.
The Amazon description reads;
In 1922, Count Alexander Rostov is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, and is sentenced to house arrest
in the Metropol, a grand hotel across the street from the Kremlin. Rostov, an indomitable man of erudition and wit, has never
worked a day in his life, and must now live in an attic room while some of the most tumultuous decades in Russian history are
unfolding outside the hotel‘s doors. Unexpectedly, his reduced circumstances provide him entry into a much larger world of
emotional discovery.
Brimming with humor, a glittering cast of characters, and one beautifully rendered scene after another, this singular novel casts
a spell as it relates the count’s endeavor to gain a deeper understanding of what it means to be a man of purpose.

A Gentleman in Moscow looks like an interesting read that will give us insight into that time and place in history.
Again, we would love to have you join us. Please contact Rita Krieger or Dianna Mammone to find out more and to let them
know of your interest in joining us for our discussion and a Zoom invitation will be emailed to you.

December 2020-January 2021
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December - January
Mary Lee Smith
Emily Gaige
Sara Kuzmenka
Jonathan Fondanarosa
Joe Colaneri
Katie De Cicco
Josephine Shelley
Matthew Martinez
James Varga
Helen Nixon
Marie Nurge
Sara LaSpisa
Nicholas Obiso
Lisa Janeiro
Ray Lindberg

COUNCIL
October 14 and
O
November 11, 2020
R
N
• Throughout this pandemic, we are blessed to
E
report that attendance at “zoom” worship has
R
remained strong.

•
•

•

•

December-January
Anniversaries

•
•

Glenn & Susan Barnas
Michael & Judy Hayes

Please remember our Shut-ins
and Hospitalized Members
with visits, cards and prayers!
Doris Schwarz

December 2020-January 2021

Because of the continued financial support of
our members, our ministries have been able to
provide support and donations to our community in
need, plan future projects even while tailoring them to
the restrictions of the “new normal,” and financially
contribute where the virus prohibits or limits our direct
involvement.
Letters of thanks received have been referenced
elsewhere in this newsletter.
The Finance Committee will begin the challenging
work of putting together the 2021 budget for Holy
Trinity.
Our landscapers continue to maintain the appearance
of our Church property during this time of infrequent
use.
The Property Committee has supervised a number of
repairs to the building and the regular maintenance of
our boiler. Steps have also been taken to insure sand
and salt are on hand should winter storms occur.
Our custodian, Hector, regularly cleans and sanitizes
our Church building and assists wherever needed.
Next Council meeting will be held on Wednesday,
December 9.
•

A Note from Holy Trinity’s
Financial Secretary
If you have made purchases on behalf of Holy Trinity and
wish to get “in kind” credit rather than be reimbursed,
please get your receipts to me by December 28 so you
can get credit on your 2020 giving statement.
Thank you,
Karen Niestempski
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