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 TRINITY TIDINGS  

The Seasons of 

Advent, Christmas,  

and Epiphany 

As the dark awaits the dawn,  
           so we await your light. 

O Star of promise, scatter night,  
         loving bright, 

‘til shades of fear are gone. 
 

--Susan Palo Cherwien, ELW Hymn 261, vs. 1 
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About Our Newsletter . . . 
 

The Tidings can also be found on our website at:  

holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events/
serving-scheduletidings 

 

We welcome your suggestions and comments concerning our 
newsletter, its format, etc. Please email or call the church 
office with your comments and suggestions. 

Greetings to Our Readers 
 

If you are reading this newsletter from Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Hasbrouck Heights and are   
either looking for a church home or you are just  
interested in finding out more about what goes on at 
Holy Trinity, we invite you to come and worship with 
us, to visit our website and/or to call the church   
office. Pastor Susan can be reached at the office or 
by email. The information you will need to contact us 
is in the box below. If you should call the office and 
get our answering machine, please be assured that 
your call will be returned at our first available       
moment. We always look forward to welcoming both   
newcomers and familiar faces. 

 

 

COME AND WORSHIP  
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
 92 Burton Avenue 

   Hasbrouck Heights, NJ 07604 
201-288-6889  ·  Fax 201-288-0645 

htlchhnj@gmail.com 
www.holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com 

 

Sundays 
10:30 AM – Service of Holy Communion  

Coffee Fellowship After the Service 
 

9:15 AM – Sunday School  

12:30 PM – 2nd Sunday Joyful Noise Worship  
 

1st Tuesday of The Month 
7 PM – Taizé Evening Prayer  

 

The Ministers ...................................... The People of Holy Trinity 
Pastor The Rev. Susan Nelson-Colaneri 

pastorsusanholytrinitynj@gmail.com 
201-288-6889 

Administrative Assistant .............................................. Terry Mills 
Editor ................................................................... Judy Danilchick 

 

WE ARE UPDATING OUR DIRECTORY 
 

Don’t forget,  
• call or email Terry Mills to let her know of any changes 

in your information or write the updated information in 
the print-out that is on the desk in the lobby, and 

• do let us know if the current information is correct. 

January  26, 2020 

Annual Congregation Meeting* 
  

Lunch Provided 

Please plan to attend!  
  

Our annual congregation meeting will be held Sunday, 
January 26, 2020, immediately following the        
10:30 AM service.  In case of snow, the meeting will be 
held on Sunday, February 2.   
  

Please note:  Committee reports should be given or 
emailed to Terry no later than Sunday, January 12. 
  

*Wearing name tags is always helpful to those who  
don’t know us that well so we invite you to wear yours  
to the meeting.  This is just one of the ways we make 
newcomers feel welcome and we do hope our new 
members will join us for this meeting. Blank name tags 
and markers will be available if you are unable to locate 
your name tag. 

 

DECK THE HALLS! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
On Sunday, December 22, immediately following the 
service, we will be trimming the Christmas tree and        
decorating the sanctuary for the Christmas season.  Many 
hands make light work so come, lend a helping hand to 
make Holy Trinity as beautiful as ever.  
 

"De-greening" (taking down the decorations) will take    
place on Sunday, January 5, immediately following the     
service.  Your help is needed then as well!  

http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events/serving-scheduletidings
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events/serving-scheduletidings


 THE TIDINGS

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace 
in believing, so that you may abound in hope by  
the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Paul, letter to the Romans (15:13) 
 

All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last! 
Furrows lie open for God’s creative task:  
this the labor of people who struggle to see 
how God’s truth and justice set everybody free. 
Alberto Taulé, ELW Hymn 266, vs 1 
 

We tend to think of the apostle Paul as a theologian of grace but I’m wondering if we should also call him a theologian of hope. 
Hope is a theme that thrums through several of his letters. One example of what I mean is found in the earliest piece of Christian 
writing we have in the New Testament, Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians. In this letter he writes, “But we do not want you        
to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope.”   
The Thessalonians had good reason to concern themselves with the future—they lived in constant danger of persecution by the        
authorities. On any night a knock on the door or the scrape of footsteps outside could mean imprisonment or death.                    
Understandably, the young church looked to Jesus’ second coming with longing and hope, but also with some anxiety and fear. 
Paul assured them that hope in the future was well-founded, whether or not they lived to see Jesus’ return. His letter is an          
exhortation on hope and how to live in the “mean-times.” 
 

At the end of his letter to the Romans, Paul once again picks up the theme of hope. He urges the community of believers in Rome 
to turn to the scriptures so “we might have hope.” And then he offers one of his many benedictions—”May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” This benediction is part of our 
Taizé Evening Prayer service. 
 

But hope may seem illusive in today’s world. Emily Dickinson called hope, “a thing with feathers that perches in the soul.” Could 
she have had the “dove” of the Holy Spirit in mind or was she trying to say that hope flits in and out of our hearts?  For some, hope 
may be something of a court of last resort: it is what we do after all our planning and preparing is done; it is what we do if we cannot 
fix whatever the problem is. Of course, such perspectives put us at the center of the universe and God is there to “pick up the 
slack.” For others, hope is buying a lottery ticket or going to a casino. It is imagining that there is some force in the universe that   
will come to our rescue and give us what we think we want.  This is more rightly called “luck” or “chance” or “fate.” Whatever it is, it 
depends on the random event that falls our way and that just maybe will change our lives for the better. 
 

But none of these meanings fits with Paul’s understanding of hope. For Paul, “hope” is more like “trust.” The ground for hope is 
neither the last resort nor random chance. The ground is God—God of steadfastness and encouragement, the God of hope.      
Because God is the guarantor of whatever is promised, the believer may live with complete confidence. What God has said, is what 
will be. Paul sees the whole of the Hebrew scriptures as bearing witness to God’s purposes and plan to gather everyone—Gentile 
and Jew—together into one people.  
 

In his letters, Paul always ties how we live to what we have faith and hope in. Because God’s purpose is to welcome everyone into 
the kingdom, for all to be the children of God, then this is how we are to live. “Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has 
welcomed you, for the glory of God,” Paul tells the Romans.  
 

Only the power of God, working through the Holy Spirit can grant everyone—Jew and Gentile—joy, peace, faith, and hope. Hope is 
the key word, a hope possible because God's purposes are working all things together for good—now and in the future. Christ is 
our glimpse of that future. 
 

Taking the long view, Paul knows that the church must be hopeful and share hope abroad. In the season of Advent we look again 
to Christ to renew our hope that God will come among us to heal and to save. We discover anew that “the hopes and fears of all the 
years” are met in a stable in Bethlehem, the place where God became flesh among us and the whole world had new reason to 
hope. 
 

   In the peace and joy of the Lord which is our strength, 
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The Sundays of Advent 
 

As the dark awaits the dawn, so we await your light. 
O Star of promise, scatter night, loving bright, 
                                       ‘til shades of fear are gone. 
—Susan Palo Cherwien, ELW Hymn 261, vs. 1 

 

Advent puts before us this great mystery: we wait for what     
we already have. Even so, we are invited to behold anew the 
coming of Christ into the world—through word and water, 
bread and wine—into our hearts, our homes, our communities. 
 
 

The First Sunday of Advent, December 1 
Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us your salvation. 

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings the Apostle Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake 
from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait 
for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God. 
 
 

The Second Sunday of Advent, December 8* 
9:15 AM— Joyful Noise Sunday School  

Meet in Sunday School Room to Prepare for Christmas Eve Family Service 

10:30 AM—Traditional Holy Communion* 
*The Rev. Carol Brighton, Guest Preacher 

Prepare the way of the Lord. All flesh shall see the salvation of God. 
At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and make a new beginning. As the      
darkness increases we turn toward the approaching light of Christ. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with 
the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. 
 
 

The Third Sunday of Advent, December 15* 
*The Rev. Carol Brighton, Guest Preacher 

I am sending my messenger before you, who will prepare your way before you. 
A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points 
to the unexpected and transforming signs of God’s reign. We pray that God would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of 
Christ’s advent among us. 
 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 22 
The virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel. 

Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. The gospel is Matthew’s account of the 
annunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, God-with-us. During these final days of Advent we pray, “O come, O come, 
Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O Antiphons, ancient prayers appointed for the seven days preceding Christmas. On 
this final Sunday of Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of the one born to save us from the power of sin and death. 
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 Christmas Eve—Tuesday, 24 December 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

5 PM—Candlelight Story and Song Family Service 
Join us for a children’s Christmas service in which two detectives search for clues to discover  

Who came to Bethlehem? 
The story of the first Christmas with carols. 

Special music by vocal soloist. 
 

9:30 PM—Lessons and Carols for Christmas Candlelight Eucharist 
A candlelight service telling the story of Jesus’ birth with sacred words and joyous carols. 

Special music for organ and vocal quartet. 

 

Meals at the Manger 
 

In this season of gift giving, your gifts will be lifted up to feed the hungry through                            
food banks in our area. During the Christmas season, from Christmas Eve through 
Epiphany of our Lord, January 5, we invite you to donate non-perishable food items 
like canned vegetables, soup, pasta, sauce, cereal, fruit and more. You may leave your     
donations in the designated box in the church lobby or in the baskets at the crèche in 
the rear of the sanctuary.  

 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday After Christmas, December 29 
10:30 AM—Holy Communion 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, and let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 
As we celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, our gospel today confronts us with the death of innocent children at the 
hands of Herod. The birth of Christ does not remove the power of evil from our world, but its light gives us hope as we 
walk with all the “holy innocents” of past generations and today who have suffered unjustly. 
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The Feast and Season of 
 

  

The Epiphany of Our Lord, JANUARY 5  (commuted from January 6) 
We have observed his star at its rising, and have come to worship him. 

Epiphany means “manifestation.” On this day we celebrate the revelation of Christ to the Gentiles—that is, to all   
nations. In the gospel, the cosmic significance of Jesus’ birth is reflected in the heavens for all to see. What had been 
hidden from previous generations is now made known. 
 
 

Baptism of Our Lord, JANUARY 12 
10:30 AM—Traditional Holy Communion 

**12:30 PM—Joyful Noise Worship**  
A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills 
all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light to the nations. In the  
waters of baptism we, too, are washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our 
baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing. 
 
 

EPIPHANY II, JANUARY 19 
10:30 AM—Holy Communion with the 

Exchange of marriage vows between Melissa Vaughn and Anthony Gugliotti, Jr. 
 

In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’ baptism. He is the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world and the one anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy, we come and see Christ revealed among us in word and 
meal. We go forth to invite others to come and worship the Holy One and to receive the gifts of grace and peace 
made known among us. 
 
 

EPIPHANY III, JANUARY 26—ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING SERVICE 

The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In Jesus the kingdom of God has 
come near. We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. We see this light most profoundly in the 
cross—as God suffers with us and all who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather 
around the word, the font, and the holy table. We are then sent to share the good news that others may be “caught” 
in the net of God’s grace and mercy. 
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First Tuesday 
Evening Prayer 
7 PM 
 

December 3 

Watching for the Light 
 

January 7 

New Year’s Resolutions 
.  

 

Join us for 30 peaceful minutes of  
simple chant, prayer, and silence  

on the first Tuesday of every month  
from October to June. 

 

Prayers for healing and renewal with laying on of hands concludes each service. 

 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
                                    

You may purchase poinsettias for our Christmas services by filling out this form and returning it    
to the church office by Sunday, December 15.  Please place your form in the folder provided on   
the secretary’s desk marked Christmas Flowers.  A donation of $10 is suggested.  Following the  
services, you may take your flowers home or leave them for delivery to our shut-in members. 
 

  

Given in Memory of:    
 

   
 

 Given in Memory of:    
 

   
 

 Given in Honor of:     
 

    
 

 Given in Honor of:     
 

   
 

 Given by:    
 

   
 

Quantity:       X           = Total Amount Enclosed:  $   
 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND COMPLETELY 



December 2019-January 2020                            Page 8 
                   
        

 THE TIDINGS

The Kingdom of Heaven:  
A Bible Study on the Gospel of Matthew 
Part II—Passion and Resurrection 

Wednesday Evenings at 6:45 to 8:00 PM 

January 8 through February 19  
 
Our book of faith gives us four accounts of Jesus' life and      
ministry, his death and resurrection. Each account covers many 
of the same experiences from different perspectives. Some  recount moments and teachings the others do not. Each 
gospel was written in a particular context for a specific purpose which affects how we understand its allusions,         
references, and framing. There are several unique things about Matthew's gospel, beginning with the women listed in 
Matthew's genealogy of Jesus and the birth narrative.  This Bible study will explore the uniqueness of Matthew, a    
gospel which, from the time of the early church to now, has more commentaries written about it than any of the other 
gospels. 

Join the conversation!  
 

For more information about this bible study, please contact Pastor Susan at 201-288-6889 or by email at:    
    

pastorsusanholytrinitynj@gmail.com 

Looking ahead to February . . . 
 

Women, Wine and the Word* 

Friday, February 7, at 6:30 PM 
Multipurpose Room, Holy Trinity 

Bring $10 and a favorite beverage to share! 
“Shepherd’s Pie” Night* 
Vegetarian options will be available 
 
 

This is an opportunity for women to come together to build relationships, share in fellowship and explore God’s word.  
 
*RSVP by Friday AM to Pastor Susan at 201-288-6889 or email her at pastorsusanholytrinitynj@gmail.com. 
  
In February, we will welcome Barbara Bernstengel who has done research and writing for the American Bible Society.  
Barbara will lead us in a discussion of Bathsheba: Queen-Mother and Guardian of Her Son’s Legacy.  
 
Download the biblical texts and discussion questions by clicking on the photo on the website at:  

 

http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/faith-formation 

mailto:PastorSusanHolyTrinityNJ@gmail.com
mailto:pastorsusanholytrinitynj@gmail.com
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/faith-formation
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  Joyful Noise Worship  

NEW Time! 

                      2nd Sundays at 12:30 PM 

Sunday, January 12 

Fellowship time immediately following worship. 

 
On Sunday, January 12, we will celebrate the Baptism of Our Lord Jesus and our baptisms!  

Water, Word, and lots of joy! 
   

For more information, contact our Joyful Noise liaison, Lisa Janeiro at l.janeiro@yahoo.com. 
 

Join us at this beautiful worship service 
and helping us to share God’s love with all his children as we 

make a Joyful Noise to the Lord!  (Psalm 100:1) 

 THE TIDINGS

Sunday Church School  
Sundays at 9:15 AM  

Faith Formation (Sunday School) is in full swing! 
 

In our first few months, our Bible study concentrated on the book of Genesis and the book of Exodus. Each week we made our own creations 
and enjoyed a snack. Some weeks we composed a creation-snack combination such as graham crackers frosted and decorated to look like 
the parted Red Sea! 
 

In the upcoming weeks of December, we'll be celebrating the good news and the birth of Jesus! We'll transition from the Old Testament to the 
New Testament with a chapter on Micah who will bring forward the news of a Good Shepherd to lead God's people. On December 8 (second 
Sunday), we'll meet as a group in the Sunday School room and prepare for our Christmas Eve family service.  During the final weeks leading 
into Christmas, we'll read about people of immense faith. We'll learn of all the mystery and excitement and then, the joyful birth of Jesus! 
 

It was clear that Jesus was special from the very beginning. In January, we'll explore the blessings and miracles of Jesus' younger days 
through the Gospel of Luke. Simeon awaited him, teachers were impressed with him and John announced that our Savior was here! 
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Keeping up with Confirmation . . . 
Mondays at 4 to 5:15 PM 
 

On Monday, November 18, the Confirmation class baked 12 dozen chocolate 
chip cookies  — 11 dozen for Holy Trinity’s college students and 1 dozen to share 
with each other.  While they waited for the cookies to bake, they completed their 
quiz on the Fourth Commandment. Just in case you don’t remember which one 
the Fourth Commandment is, it begins . . .  “Honor your ____________.”  Here’s 
another clue:  The parents of the students should be proud that they passed their 
quiz with flying colors and offered some really good answers as to how they can practice this commandment in their daily lives. 

There will be NO Confirmation classes in December.  Classes will resume on Monday, January 6 in the new year.  For information 
about Confirmation, please contact Pastor Susan by email: pastorsusanholytrinitynj@gmail.com or by phone at: 201-288-6889. 

Readers  
 

The Readers Group has chosen to read Where the Crawdads Sing, a 2018 novel by Delia Owens. The 
story follows two timelines that slowly intertwine. The first describes the life and adventures of a young girl 
named Kya as she grows up isolated in the marsh of North Carolina that she calls home and where she 

finds friends in the gulls and lessons in the sand. Two young men from town become intrigued by her wild beauty and Kya  
opens herself to a new life—until the unthinkable happens.  The second timeline follows the murder of Chase Andrews, a local 

celebrity, for which Kya becomes a suspect.    

“Where the Crawdads Sing is at once an exquisite ode to the natural world, a heartbreaking coming-of-age story, and a          
surprising tale of possible murder. Owens reminds us that we are forever shaped by the children we once were, and that we are 

all subject to the beautiful and violent secrets that nature keeps.”  

It was decided that we will meet on Friday afternoon January 17, 2020, at 2 PM.  Coffee and cake will be served.  If you have 

any questions, please contact Rita Krieger or Dianna Mammone. 

mailto:pastorsusanholytrinitynj@gmail.com


 

PARTNERS IN THE GOSPEL 
with the Spirit’s gifts, empower us for the work of ministry . . . 
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From the Porch . . . 
 

TO THOSE IN NEED 
 

Our From the Porch ministry is continuing to work to assist Straight and Narrow, a residential drug and alcohol rehabilitation center 
located in Paterson and managed by Catholic Charities. Late in August, the center experienced a devastating fire, displacing more 
than 200 residents, and destroying all their personal property as well as the center’s stored supplies and furnishings. 
 

We are hoping to help by collecting men’s or unisex t-shirts, sweatshirts or sweatpants in sizes M-3XL. Any color would be fine but 
we ask that there be no designs or messages. Please join us in sharing the spirit of the Christmas holidays with those who are 
working so hard to turn their lives around while recovering from addiction.   
 

We will be accepting donations through the end of December. Items may be left in the box on the porch or in the lobby. Thank 
you for making a difference! 
 

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS — 
making a difference in ways both large and small! 

 

 

 
The following is a list of items needed in our food  
pantry.  Please use the bin in the lobby or the bin on 
the porch for your donations.   

 

Supermarket Gift Cards  

Canned Hearty Soups  

Canned Meat (tuna, chicken, etc.)   

Canned Vegetables/Fruits    

Peanut Butter & Jelly        

Cereal (low sugar kids’ cereal)    

Macaroni & Cheese   

Instant Potatoes     

Rice  

Dry Milk or Boxed Parmalat 

100% Fruit Juices  

Healthy Snacks 

Crackers/Cookies 

Coffee/Tea 

Paper Products  

Cleaning Products 

Toothpaste 

Toothbrushes 

Shampoo 

Bar Soap 

Personal Hygiene Items 

 

Stitch One, Share One 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Our next scheduled meeting will take place on January 19 
from 2-5 PM.   For now, there is no meeting scheduled for 
December.  If there are any changes to either the December 
or January schedules, they will be noted in the Tidings    
Weekly.  You may also call Dianna Mammone or Karen 

Niestempski to get the latest news. 

Operation Santa Claus  
 

Holy Trinity will once again be participating with the Division  
of Youth and Family Services of Bergen 
County in Operation Santa Claus.  A list  
of children in need is on the desk in the 
lobby.  If you are able to buy one more gift, 
please choose a name from the list and 
bring your wrapped gift to the church office 
no later than Sunday, December 15. Two 
tags should be placed on the package.  

One should be permanently attached with just the child’s 
name.  The other should be secure but removable with the 
child’s name and code number on it. 
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Justice & Peacemakers Ministry Program on Affordable Housing 
 

On November 17, Beth Gebhart, Director of Community   
Relations and Volunteers at Lutheran Social Ministries of 
New Jersey (LSMNJ) visited Holy Trinity to teach us about 
“Affordable Housing 101.” She reviewed the various types of 
affordable housing, which includes designations for senior 
citizens, families, and the disabled, as well as the different 
funding models that are used to build and sustain housing for 
those who are living on incomes below the limits designated 
by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD). You can view the 2019 income limits for New Jersey 
by clicking here. 
 

Ms. Gebhart then dispelled seven myths about affordable 
housing, including perceived effects on neighborhoods and 
housing values, crime, school quality, and taxes. Recent   
studies show that affordable housing has no negative impact 
and, in some regions, has had a positive impact on property 
values. Families with stable homes increase neighborhood 
cohesion and children from stable homes do better in school. People who benefit from affordable housing include employers, 
low-wage workers, firefighters, military personnel, police officers and teachers. Affordable housing, particularly when it      
replaces blighted housing stock, benefits tax rolls. In addition, because affordable housing projects frequently rely on public 
funding, they have to comply with higher building and safety standards than market rate housing. 
 

The group, with Ms. Gebhart’s help, then discussed how congregations can support their affordable housing neighbors.    
She said the first thing we could do is to pray for those who provide and who live in affordable housing. Reaching out to    
legislators, by mailed letters in particular, will encourage them to support affordable housing. Collections of household items 
and gift items for Christmas are always welcome. 
 

To learn more, visit Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey at https://www.lsmnj.org/. 
 

HUD LINK - https://files.hudexchange.info/reports/published/HOME_IncomeLmts_State_NJ_2019.pdf 

Pictured above from left to right are Ruth Bunge; Charlotte Schlindwein; 
Guest Speaker Beth Gebhart; Michele Hickey, Chair of the Justice and 
Peacemakers Ministry Team; Sharon Ramsaier and Lisa Janeiro. 

 

Grace-Full Dollars Sundays Update 
 

On the Second Sunday of each month, the Stewardship Ministry Team invites us to give $1 (or whatever we are able) 
in support of the mission of a local service organization. You may leave your donations in either of two baskets—one 
by the altar and the other at the baptismal font. 
 

In October, we donated $154.00 in support of R-BARI for their rescue and care of dogs and cats; in November we 
gave $236 to support veterans and their families in New Jersey through “Army of Hope” of the New Jersey State Elks 
Association. 
 

Please give what you are able, knowing that your gift will be matched by Holy Trinity’s Future Benevolence Fund.  
 

Thank you for being so generous and helping us to share God’s love with others. 
 

When you know God’s grace, you want to show God’s grace. 

https://mail.aol.com/webmail/getPart?uid=AM2cLWgaLyM2XI6HaQjdiDOYuDI&partId=2&saveAs=fullsizeoutput_fba.jpeg&scope=STANDARD
https://mail.aol.com/webmail/getPart?uid=AM2cLWgaLyM2XI6HaQjdiDOYuDI&partId=3&saveAs=fullsizeoutput_fbc.jpeg&scope=STANDARD
https://mail.aol.com/webmail/getPart?uid=AM2cLWgaLyM2XI6HaQjdiDOYuDI&partId=4&saveAs=DSCN3351.JPG&scope=STANDARD
https://mail.aol.com/webmail/getPart?uid=AM2cLWgaLyM2XI6HaQjdiDOYuDI&partId=5&saveAs=fullsizeoutput_fbb.jpeg&scope=STANDARD
https://files.hudexchange.info/reports/published/HOME_IncomeLmts_State_NJ_2019.pdf
https://www.lsmnj.org/
https://files.hudexchange.info/reports/published/HOME_IncomeLmts_State_NJ_2019.pdf
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19"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and 
steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not 
break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  Matthew 5:19-21 
 

On Sunday, December 1, we will be handing out grocery bags with the list of food items shown below. Use 
the “Reverse Advent Calendar” of food items to fill your grocery bag. Bring your filled grocery bags on 
Christmas Eve (or on Sunday, December 22) and place them in our “Meals at the Manger” baskets in the 
rear of the sanctuary. Your donations will be delivered to the Center for Food Action in Hackensack. 

A   
 short . . .  A commitment to giving  

 THE TIDINGS



December 2019-January 2020           Page 14
                                             
           

 THE TIDINGS

Congratulations, Deborah Stelzle!  
 

Debbie’s three photos shown here were selected to be on display at Grand Central Terminal’s Vanderbilt Hall in New 

York City at the 2019 FujiFilm PrintLife Photo Exhibit this past October.  

 

Thank you, too, Debbie, for lending your photographic talents and skills in taking pictures of the many events and 

happenings at Holy Trinity.  “One picture is worth a thousand words!” 

 

 

Blessing of the Animals &  
Commemoration of St. Francis 

 

Looking Back to October 6 
 

Francis of Assisi had a spirit of gratitude for all of God’s creation! 
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 COUNCIL  
 O  
 R  
 N  
 E  
 R 

         
 

October 15, 2019 
 
 

• The Joyful Noise Service has received 
positive feedback, and it is hoped that attendees  
will invite friends to future services. 

• Thanks to the Property Committee for the care and  
upkeep of the inside and the outside of the Church.   

• Please keep the Worship and Music Ministry team in 
your prayers as we search for a parish organist. 

 

   November 19, 2019 
 

• The November 17 presentation on Affordable Housing by 
LSM/NJ was very informative, well attended and well       
received.  Details are on page 12 of The Tidings. 

• As Advent begins, a “Reverse Advent Calendar” will be   
distributed at the Sunday service. It is a wonderful, innovative 
idea, which the Council hopes will become a yearly tradition. 
See details on page 13.             

• Plans are underway for the Christmas Eve 5 PM family    
service as well as the 9:30 PM traditional service, both of 
which promise to be musical, meaningful and joyful.   

• Please save the date for annual Congregation Meeting which 
will be held January 26, 2020, with an inclement weather 
date of February 2.  Reports are due January 12 and will 
be available for your review on January 19. 

• The next Council meetings are scheduled for December 29 
at 4 PM and January 14, 2020, at 7:15 PM. 

 THE TIDINGS

To all who participated in our fall cleanup on Saturday, 
October 26, to freshen up our church building before the 
winter season begins. 

To all who contributed to the “exam survival bags”  given 
to our 11 college students over the Thanksgiving holiday.   

To all who volunteered to shop, cook, serve and       
provide desserts for the Family Promise Walk-in-Dinner 
on November 20.  One hundred and twenty meals were 
served.   

Many, many thanks for this 
lovely "Thank ewe" 
book!  Your kind words bring 
me joy and I hope you know 
how much I thank God for all 
of you! A special thank you to 
your kind and creative teacher, 

Lisa Janeiro, too!! 

                           Pastor Susan 

Pictured from left to right are those who volunteered for the Family Promise Walk-In Dinner on November 20:  Chris Lucas,                   
Marge Heeren, Helen Nixon, Charlotte Schlindwein, Nancy Fanslau, Michele Hickey, Karen Niestempski and Rich Fanslau. 
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Please remember our Shut-ins  
and Hospitalized Members  

with visits, cards and prayers!  
 
 

Ann Feltrin 
 
 
 
 

Doris Schwarz 
 
 
 
 

Joan Yanik 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 

December-January 
 

Mary Lee Smith  
Emily Gaige  

Sara Kuzmenka 
Jonathan Fondanarosa  

Joe Colaneri 
Katie De Cicco 

Josephine Shelley 
Thomas Kida 

Matthew Martinez 
James Varga 
Helen Nixon 
Marie Nurge 
Sara LaSpisa 
Lisa Janeiro 

Ray Lindberg 

 THE TIDINGS

 
December-January 

Anniversaries 
 

 

Glenn & Susan Barnas 
Michael & Judy Hayes 

A Note from Holy Trinity’s 
Financial Secretary 
If you have made purchases on behalf of Holy Trinity and 
wish to get “in kind” credit rather than be reimbursed, 
please get your receipts to me by December 29 so you 
can get credit on your 2019 giving statement. 
                                   

  Thank you, 
 Karen Niestempski  

 

Men’s Breakfast 
 

Saturday, January 11 - 10 AM 
 

Meadowlands Diner 
Route 17 South, East Rutherford 

 

Please use the sign-up sheet on the desk in the lobby 
to let us know you will attend or, for more information, 
contact Charlie Davis. 

News of Our Church Family 
 
 

New Address 
 

Mrs. Doris Schwarz 
 
 

Blessed are they who die in the Lord . . .  
  

Anna Polagye, mother of Alice Wright and grandmother of       
Rebecca Wright, entered the church triumphant on          
October 17, 2019. A funeral service was held at Holy Trinity 
on October 21, 2019.  Please keep Alice and Rebecca and 
their extended family in your prayers.   

Friendly Neighbors of 
Hasbrouck Heights 
 

Friendly Neighbors’ annual fund campaign will begin on 
Thanksgiving and end on New Year’s Day. ALL donations are 
used to help needy families in Hasbrouck Heights. This year, 
ten families including eighteen children are in need of help, 
especially during the holiday season. 
 

Friendly Neighbors has been in existence since 1939 and is 
comprised of ten women from the churches in Hasbrouck 
Heights. Donations may be mailed to Mrs. Jackie Mazza at 
126 Harrison Avenue, Hasbrouck Heights, or speak to Marge 
Heeren or Michele Hickey (representatives from Holy Trinity) 
for more information. 



 December 2019 
 

Sunday 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1                            Advent I 
  

9:15 am 
Sunday School 

  

10:30 am 
Holy Communion 

  

11:30 am 
Coffee Hour 

2 3 
  

7 pm 
Taizé 

Evening 
Prayer 

4 5 
  

1 pm 
WELCA 

at Justin’s 

6 7 

8                          Advent II 
  

9:15 am 
Joyful Noise 

Sunday School 
  

10:30 am 
Holy Communion 

  

11:30 am 
Coffee Hour 

9 10 11 12 
  

  
13 
  

6:30 pm 
Girl Scouts 

14 

15                  Advent III 
 

9:15 am 
Sunday School 

  

10:30 am 
Holy Communion 

  

11:30 am 
Coffee Hour 

  

Christmas Flower Forms 
and Operation  

Santa Claus Gifts Due 

16 17 18 19 20 21 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  

First Day 
of Winter 

22                       Advent IV 
  

9:15 am 
Sunday School 

 

10:30 am 
Holy Communion 

 

11:30 am 
Coffee Hour 

 

Hanging of the Greens 
 

 

23 24       Christmas Eve 
 

5 pm 
Candlelight 

Story and Song 
Family Service 

  

9:30 pm 
Lessons and Carols 

for Candlelight 
Eucharist 

25        Christmas Day 26 27 28 

29                    Christmas I 
 

9:15 am 
Sunday School 

  

10:30 am 
Holy Communion 

  

11:30 am 
Coffee Hour 

  

4 pm 
Church Council 

30 31     New Year’s Eve 
  

        



 January 2020 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

2 3 4 

5                Christmas II 
  

9:15 am 
Sunday School 

 
  

10:30 am 
Holy Communion 

 

11:30 am 
Coffee Hour 

 

Removal of the Greens 

6        Epiphany of 
              Our Lord 
  

4 pm 
Confirmation 

Class 

7 
 

7 pm 
Taizé Evening 

Prayer 
  

10:30 am 
Meadowlands 
Cluster Clergy 

Pericope 

8 
  

6:45 pm 
The Kingdom of 

Heaven Bible Study 
Gospel of Matthew 

Part II 

9 
  

10:30 am 
WELCA 

10 11 
  

10 am 
Men’s Breakfast 

Meadowlands 
Diner 

12                 Baptism of 
                       Our Lord 
 

10:30 am 
Holy Communion 

 

11:30 am 
Coffee Hour 

 

12:30 pm 
Joyful Noise Worship 

 

Annual Reports Due 

13 
  

4 pm 
Confirmation 

Class 

14 
  

10:30 am 
Meadowlands 
Cluster Clergy 

Pericope 
  

7:15 pm 
Church 
Council 

15 
  

6:45 pm 
The Kingdom of 

Heaven Bible Study 
Gospel of Matthew 

Part II 

16 17 
  

2 pm 
Readers 

18 

19               Epiphany II 
 

9:15 am 
Sunday School 

 

10:30 am 
Holy Communion 

 

11:30 am 
Coffee Hour 

 

2 pm 
Stitch One, Share One 

 

Tidings Articles Due 

20 
  

4 pm 
Confirmation 

Class 

21 
  

10:30 am 
Meadowlands 
Cluster Clergy 

Pericope 

22 
  

6:45 pm 
The Kingdom of 

Heaven Bible Study 
Gospel of Matthew 

Part II 

23 24 25 

26             Epiphany III 
 

9:15 am 
Sunday School 

 

10:30 am 
Holy Communion 

 

Annual Congregation 
Meeting  

Following the Service 
 

(Snow Date-February 2) 

27 
  

4 pm 
Confirmation 

Class 

28 
  

10:30 am 
Meadowlands 
Cluster Clergy 

Pericope 

29 
  

6:45 pm 
The Kingdom of 

Heaven Bible Study 
Gospel of Matthew 

Part II 

30 31   


