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A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  A Newsletter from  

 TRINITY TIDINGS  

The Season  

   of Easter . . . 

Hallelujah! Jesus lives! 
He is now the Living One; 
from the gloomy halls of death, 
Christ, the conqueror, has gone,  
Bright forerunner to the skies of his people, yet to rise. 
 

—Carle B. Garve,  ELW Hymn 380, Verse 1 
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 THE TIDINGS

 

 

 

ZOOM  IN   FOR  

PRAYER & WORSHIP .  .  . 
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
92 Burton Avenue 

Hasbrouck Heights, NJ 07604 
201-288-6889  ·  Fax 201-288-0645 

htlchhpastor@gmail.com * 
www.holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com 

 

*please note new email address 
 
 

10:30 AM - Sunday Service  
of Holy Communion 

 

12 Noon - Pause & Pray 
 

7 PM - Holy Thursday 

7 PM - Good Friday 
 

10:30 AM - Easter Day 
 

If you would like to join us via Zoom for worship or                         
mid-week prayer on Wednesdays, please email Pastor Susan:  

htlchhpastor@gmail.com.  

 

The Ministers ...................................... The People of Holy Trinity 
Pastor........................................ The Rev. Susan Nelson-Colaneri 

htlchhpastor@gmail.com 
201-288-6889 

Administrative Assistant ............................................... Terry Mills 
Editor.................................................................... Judy Danilchick 

 

Calendars/Activities 
During Pandemic 
 

Due to circumstances related to the COVID-19   
pandemic, all meetings and activities normally 
taking place at Holy Trinity have been either   
cancelled or postponed until further notice and  
until we are able to safely gather together 
again. Calendars are not included in this   
newsletter. Please go to our website (shown 
below) to view available calendar information.   

 

holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events  

 

The Tidings can also be found on our website at . . .  

holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events/serving-scheduletidings 
We welcome your suggestions and comments concerning our newsletter, its format, 
etc. Please email or call the church office with your comments and suggestions. 

Greetings to Our Readers 
 

If you are reading this newsletter from Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Hasbrouck Heights and are   
either looking for a church home or you are just  
interested in finding out more about what goes on at 
Holy Trinity, we invite you to come and worship with 
us via Zoom, to visit our website and/or to call the 
church office. Pastor Susan can be reached at the 
office or by email. The information you will need to 
contact us is in the box to the left. If you should call 
the office and get our answering machine, please be 
assured that your call will be returned at our first 
available moment. We always look forward to      
welcoming both newcomers and familiar faces. 

 

 

 

On Mother’s Day, we will remember women 
who care and provide for and nurture others    
in so many ways with a Litany of Blessing for 
Mothers and All Women at our 10:30 AM     
service of Holy Communion. 

May 9 

 

Remember the Hungry 
 

Your donations of non-perishable foods,      
personal care items and gift cards continue to 
be very much needed and appreciated by our 
local food banks and The Center 
for Food Action in Hackensack for 
those in need. Please use the bin 
on the porch for your donations. 
Thank you for all that you do. 

mailto:HTLCHHPastor@gmail.com
mailto:pastorsusanholytrinitynj@gmail.com
mailto:pastorsusanholytrinitynj@gmail.com
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/upcoming-events/serving-scheduletidings
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I asked for strength that I might achieve; 
I was made weak that I might learn humbly to obey. 
 

I asked for health that I might do greater things; 
I was given infirmity that I might do better things. 
 

I asked for riches that I might be happy; 
I was given poverty that I might be wise. 
 

I asked for power that I might have the praise of men; 
I was given weakness that I might feel the need of God. 
 

I asked for all things that I might enjoy life; 
I was given life that I might enjoy all things. 
 

I got nothing that I asked for but everything that I had hoped for. 
Almost despite myself my unspoken prayers were answered, 
I am, among all men, most richly blessed. 
 
 

The older I get, the more I see the truth of this prayer attributed to an anonymous confederate soldier. Some of you have 
heard me say, “God willing and the creek don’t rise” as a follow-up to some plan. Most of the time, our plans and schedules 
proceed without much frustration but lately it seems it is impossible to be completely sure about making any plans. This is  
especially true when considering when the right time is for returning to the sanctuary for in-person worship. There is a lot to 
consider in gathering for worship in the sanctuary and the Worship and Music Ministry Team and I have begun the work of 
discerning when and how we will be able to worship in person again. As more and more of you are vaccinated, the safer  
gathering together will be and we will not have to impose “restrictions” or completely leave out portions of our worship that 
would make our gathering less safe. Some of these include speaking and singing communally, distribution of communion,  
and fellowship time following the service. As noted, having a large percentage of the congregation fully vaccinated will be a 
great help in making it possible for us to gather in person sometime in the coming months. For now, we will continue with   
worship live on Zoom. 
 

One of the benefits of gathering for worship and Bible study online is that it has made it possible for people who have had  
difficulty coming physically to church or those who have moved away to participate. Despite the occasional technical glitches, 
it has been fairly easy for most people to connect with us. One of the downsides is that it makes it difficult for me to always  
know who is participating in worship. However, many of you have taken on the role of a kind of Zoom usher and taken note   
of guests and greeting them. If you are looking for more connection, you might want to consider joining our upcoming Bible 
study or the Readers Group—all gathering on Zoom for now. For now, this is how we will gather, but it won’t be forever. “The 
day is surely coming . . .” (to borrow a phrase from the prophets) when we will be together in person again. 
 

Throughout the year, I have made regular phone calls to everyone who would normally get pastoral visits, as well as others 
who live alone or as people have had the need during the pandemic. Please let me know if you want to be added to that list. 
For any pastoral concern or if you need to talk with someone, please contact me by leaving a voicemail on the church phone 
or my cell phone. I will get back to you as soon as possible. 
 

During the pandemic it can be tempting to feel bad because other people have it worse, and you might feel bad when you   
feel good because you think you shouldn’t be doing well considering how miserable things are. I imagine these emotions will 
become even more pronounced as we pass through the first anniversaries of the pandemic. Some of the anniversaries are 
trivial (last time in a restaurant or hair salon, last time leaving the house without a mask). But some of them are fairly difficult  
(last time seeing family, last time at church, last time I could hug my friend). Anniversaries can be really difficult, so it’s good  
to try to take your grief seriously and find some ways to help you through them, remembering the admonition of St. Paul—all 
things are possible, but not all things are beneficial. 
 

For now, may God “grant us wisdom and courage for the living of these days.” 
In the peace and joy of the Lord which is our strength, 
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The Sundays of  
 
 
 

            in April and May 2021* 
 

*For as long as we need to keep physical distance, we will be worshipping on Sunday mornings at 10:30 AM 
online via Zoom. If you would like to join us or know someone who would, please email Pastor Susan at: 
htlchhpastor@gmail.com to be receive the Zoom invitation.  
 

 

 
 

RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD, EASTER DAY APRIL 4 
This is the day that the Lord has made! 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever.  
In the gospel of Mark, the resurrection of Jesus is announced,  
and the response is one of terror and amazement. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER, April 11    
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly 
through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the  
Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened 
individuals we are transformed into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no 
one among us is in need. 
 
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER, April 18 
The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares food with the disciples, meals 
that are the Easter template for the meal we share each Sunday. In the gospel of this Sunday, Jesus both shares the 
disciples’ food and shows them the meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures. 
 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, April 25 – Good Shepherd Sunday 
The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the relationship between the   
shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s         
willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives   
for one another by the example of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need. 
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, May 2   
The image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. Christ the vine and we the branches 
are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism 
makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the 
branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world. 
 
 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, May 9 
This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We are called to serve others 
as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the 
essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ 
invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian 
community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 
 
 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, May 16 
The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the long prayer Jesus prays for his followers in John’s 
gospel on the night before his death, and always includes Jesus’ desire that his followers will be one as he and the  
Father are one. This oneness is not mere doctrinal agreement or institutional unity, but mutual abiding, mutual love and 
joy. This oneness is the work of the Spirit whom we have received but also await. Come, Holy Spirit! 
  
 

DAY OF PENTECOST, May 23 
Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s presence within and among us. In Acts, the Spirit arrives  
in rushing wind and flame, bringing God’s presence to all people. Crossing all boundaries that would separate us, the 
Spirit brings the wideness of God’s mercy to places we least expect it—to a crowd of strangers of different lands and 
tongues, to dry bones, to our weak hearts. 
 
 

THE HOLY TRINITY, May 30 
When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something about who God is beyond, before, and after the         
universe: that there is community within God. Our experience of this is reflected in Paul’s words today. When we pray 
to God as Jesus prayed to his Abba (an everyday, intimate parental address), the Spirit prays within us, creating      
between us and God the same relationship Jesus has with the one who sent him. 
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Jesus’ Family Tree— 
God’s Faithfulness from Generation to Generation 

A Bible Study on Thursdays at 2 PM on Zoom 
Begins April 15 and concludes May 20 
 
Someone once said, “I trace my family history so I will know who to blame. Every family 
tree has some sap in it.” Even a tongue-in-cheek remark like this has some truth to it. 
Anyone who digs into their family’s past is bound to find some unusual characters, some 
“sap” in their family tree.  Jesus’ family tree is no exception. Jesus’ genealogy, recorded 
in the New Testament gospels of Matthew and Luke, reveals a whole host of characters. 
There are spies and foreigners, kings and paupers, prostitutes and military heroes. Their 
stories are Jesus’ family stories. As members of the family of Jesus the Christ, those  
stories are our family stories too. 
 

To really understand Jesus’ family tree in the New Testament, we first must go back—way, 
way back—to the ancient world of the Old Testament. Our Bible study will go all the way 
back to Adam, name names, and reacquaint ourselves with members of our family of  
faith.  This is a great way to see God’s faithfulness and steadfast love from one generation 
to another.  
 

Join the conversation!  
 

For more information about this Bible study, please contact Pastor Susan at  
201-288-6889 or by email at htlchhpastor@gmail.com. 

 

2021 Ministry Teams         
and Leaders 

 

Faith Formation - Lisa Janeiro  
Finance - David Mammone 

Outreach/Evangelism - Judy Danilchick  
Parsonage - Dottie Heflich/Gail Gugliotti  

Property - Vinnie De Cicco 
Justice & Peacemakers - Michele Hickey/Pastor Susan  

Social Ministry and Service - Karen Niestempski 
Dinners for the Homeless - Marge Heeren,  

Staff - Gail Gugliotti  
Stewardship - Rita Krieger 

Worship and Music - Marge Heeren  
 

Everyone’s help is needed to build and continue these   
ministries here at Holy Trinity and beyond our walls. You 
are invited to participate with us.  If you are able to lend a 
helping hand, please contact any one of the leaders 
above, Pastor Susan or Gail Gugliotti, Council President, 
for additional information.  

New Council Members  
and Officers 

 

At the Annual Congregation Meeting on January 31, 
Karen Lindberg was elected to fill Kathy Foster’s     
unexpired term. Karen will be joining returning council 
members, Judy Danilchick, Vinnie De Cicco, Gail   
Gugliotti, Marge Heeren, Lisa Janeiro, Rita Krieger, 
David Mammone and Karen Niestempski.  We thank 
Kathy Foster for her dedication and service to Holy 
Trinity during the time she served and look forward to 
her return at some point in the future. 
 

The following people will continue to serve as officers   
in 2021:  

 

Gail Gugliotti – President 
Lisa Janeiro – Vice President 

Rita Krieger – Secretary 
David Mammone – Treasurer 

Karen Niestempski – Financial Secretary  

mailto:htlchhpastor@gmail.com
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  A 

 
 

short . . .  A commitment to giving  

 THE TIDINGS

19"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and 
steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do 
not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  Matthew 5:19-21 
 
 

Are you striving to be a napkin?* 
*a message on stewardship from The Reimagine Group 

 
Have you ever asked, “How do I measure up?” Everyone wants to be important, to be respected and to be influential. 
Most people graduate from school with an idea of success and a desire to pursue it. But what if influence in God’s 
Kingdom is different? What if our faith transformed our definition of success and what it means to be important? 
 

James 4:4 says, “Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore, whoever wishes to be 
a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.” We can’t continue to define success the way that the world 
does. The Bible should help us reimagine success. 
 

Jesus showed us a different kind of greatness when he washed the disciples feet, and said, “A new commandment I 
give to you, that you love one another.  Just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35) Understanding the love of 
Christ and His command to love should change the way we define success. 
 

We all know we should love like Jesus did—but what does that really mean? How can we follow His example of  
washing feet in a real way? Could it really be as simple as being like a napkin? A napkin is helpful, but it isn’t glorious. 
Being a napkin means striving to support others and stepping down to serve. 
 

Being the napkin can be hard. It can involve cleaning up other people’s messes, but isn’t that what Jesus did for us? 
Being the napkin requires an awareness of others, seeing those who are hurting, and stopping to offer them help. It’s 
about making the invisible Kingdom visible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DON’T FORGET, you can always donate to our mission by going to  
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/home/donate 
 

 

How could you be a napkin today? 
 

Thanking God and you for your faithful stewardship! 

http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/home/donate
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Grace-Full Dollars MONTHS of April and May 
Now is a time when we need one another.  
Now is a time to live and act as faithful people of God. 
 

April is RIP Medical Debt Month 
During the month of April, we are inviting you to support the work of RIP Medical Debt, an innovative non-profit that is paying        
off  the medical debt of low income families in New Jersey and across the country. In fact, we will be joining congregations  
throughout our Northern District in raising funds to help give relief from crippling medical bills. For more information check out   
their website: https://ripmedicaldebt.org. Your gift will be matched from the Future Benevolence Fund and will join the donations   
of other congregations in our district. 

May is Center for Hope and Safety Month 
In May, in honor of “Mother’s Day,” the Stewardship team invites you to support the work of the Center for Hope and Safety, a   
non-profit that works to provide a wide variety of services to help women and children be free from domestic violence. Please    
give as you are able knowing that whatever you give will count twice through our matching gift from the Future Benevolence Fund. 

  

In April, please make your check out to 
Holy Trinity with “RIP Medical Debt” 

in the memo line of your check. 
 

In May, please make your check out to 
Holy Trinity with “Hope and Safety” 

In the memo line of your check. 
 

Or, go online to our website: 
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/home/donate 

and designate your gift by choosing “Grace-Full Dollars” 
 

Your Grace-full Dollars at Work . . .  

In February, your donations and the match from our Future Benevolence Fund enabled us to give $456 to Hasbrouck 

Heights Friendly Neighbors. 

During the first two weeks in March, your donations went to LSMNJ for Easter dinners for their housing residents.    
Your donations enabled us to send $350 plus an additional $350 from our Future Benevolence Fund for a total of $700 

towards meal cards, as well as more than 75 Easter cards to be distributed among the residents.    

When you know God’s grace, you want to share God’s grace. 
 

Thank you for being so generous and helping us to share God’s love with others. 

Readers  
 

The Readers Group has chosen their next book to read and discuss.  With a nod to Jane 
Austen and Edith Wharton, in A Well-Behaved Woman, Therese Anne Fowler paints a 
glittering world of enormous wealth contrasted against desperate poverty, of social ambition 
and social scorn, of friendship and betrayal, and an unforgettable story of a remarkable 
woman. Meet Alva Smith Vanderbilt.  Learn about the real Vanderbilt family in this page turning novel.  
 

We will meet using Zoom, on Friday, April 9, at 2 PM.  If you would like to participate, please let Dianna Mammone 
or Rita Krieger know so we can include you in the Zoom link.  

https://ripmedicaldebt.org
http://holytrinityhasbrouckheights.com/home/donate
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Please remember our Shut-ins  
with visits, cards and prayers!  

 
 

Bob & Marie Nurge 
 

 

 
 

 
April - May 

 

Matthew Cupo  
Janice Cupo  

Debbie Margiotta  
Meghan Lang  

Raymond Heck  
Dan Kuzmenka  
Sean Morrison  

Christopher Fondanarosa  
Joseph Pirrello  
Mallory Frazee  

Judy Hayes  
Andrea Otazu 
Cindy Viera  

Logan Fassbender  
Sharon Ramsaier 

Elliot Eddy  
Jack Gaige  

Michael Fiore Jr.  
Dorothy Heflich  

Karen Niestempski  
Katrina Kunnapas  

Maggie Cupo  
Timothy Obiso  

Rita Krieger  
Antonio Vincent Viera  

Elaine Manning  

 
 

April - May 
Anniversaries 

 

Steve & Kristen Valentine  
Herb & Chris Burniston  
Al & Louise Vereeken  
Rich & Nancy Fanslau  

  

 COUNCIL  
 O  
 R  
 N  
 E  
 R 

         

February 10 
 March 12 

2021 
 

• Thank you notes were received from Family  
Promise, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee  

Service, The Center for Food Action, Seafarers,   
and the Assistant to the NJ Synod Bishop for our  
generosity and stewardship.  

  

• Council voted to donate $500 to Family Promise in    
lieu of providing a cooked dinner on our scheduled 
date in May.   

 

• Repairs to the upstairs bathroom in the parsonage 
have been completed.  

  

• The window at the top of the staircase leading to the 
tower room and the balcony was replaced.  

  

• On Ash Wednesday, ashes were distributed from the 
porch at noon.  

 

• Installation of Council Members took place during our 
Sunday morning worship on February 28.   

 

• The registration deadline for the NJ Synod Assembly 
was March 22.   

 

• Attendance and giving remain strong. 
 

• The next two council meetings will be on Wednesday, 
April 14, and Wednesday, May 12, each beginning 
at 6:30 PM. 
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News of Our Church Family 

On Monday, March 1, Doris Schwarz, a long-time member of 
Holy Trinity, entered the church triumphant, surrounded by the 
love of her daughter, Adrienne, who was at her bedside. Doris 
relocated to Toms River over 12 years ago, but she remained 
connected to Holy Trinity through phone calls and letters 
through the years. A private memorial service is being planned 

for late April.  

To Bert and Marge Heeren for setting up the cross on 

the front lawn. 


