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Sermon for the Reign of Christ the King Year B 2021 
Jesus Wants Us to Be Committed 

 
 
This story was shared by a fellow pastor recently: 
A number of years ago,  
a woman who had finished her shopping and returned to her car, 
found four men inside it. 
She dropped her shopping bags and drew a handgun from her purse. 
Pointing the gun at them she said in a forceful voice: 
I have a gun, and I know how to use it! 
Get out of the car! 
Those men did not wait for a second invitation. 
They immediately got out and ran for their lives. 
 
The woman, understandably shaken,  
quickly loaded her shopping bags and got into the car. 
She just wanted to get out of there as fast as she could. 
But no matter how she tried, she could not get her key into the ignition. 
 
Suddenly it hit her—This isn’t my car! 
She looked, and in fact her car was parked four or five spaces away. 
She got out, looked around to see if the men where near, 
loaded the bags into her own car,  
and drove to the police station to turn herself in. 
 
The desk sergeant, after hearing her story,  
nearly fell out of his chair laughing. 
He pointed to the other end of the counter, where four men were 
reporting a carjacking by a woman with glasses and curly white hair, 
Less than five feet tall, and carrying a large handgun. 
No charges were filed. 
And quite frankly, thank God no one was shot;  
that the threat of violence was not answered with violence. 
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There’s a lot to unpack in this story about perceptions and reactions, 
but the most the first and most obvious for today’s stewardship theme, 
this woman thought it was her car, 
but it really belonged to someone else. 
It tracks with a truth that most of us either ignore or forget or just don’t 
take into account  and that is— 
God is the owner of everything—as the psalmist puts it: 
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it. 
God owns everything we call “ours.” 
We are the “stewards”—God hands over all the good and very good 
things God has created and places them in the hands of people like 
this woman who mistakenly think they are the owners when they are not. 
 
That explains stewardship principle number one—we are not owners. 
Yes we are co-creators with God, we are users of all that God has gifted 
to us . . . but we are sometimes also abusers of those gifts and we 
convince ourselves that we work hard and we are entitled to all that we 
have—forgetting that all that we have, including the ability to work hard 
is ultimately a gift from God. 
As C. S. Lewis writes in his book, Mere Christianity: 
Every faculty you have, your power of thinking or of moving your limbs 
from moment to moment, is given you by God. 
If you devoted every moment of your whole life  
exclusively to God’s service, you could not give him anything  
that was not in a sense his own already. 
 
This leads us to a second stewardship principle –that of responsibility. 
Although God gives us “all things richly to enjoy,” nothing is truly ours. 
Nothing really belongs to us. 
God owns everything;  
we’re responsible for how we treat it and what we do with it. 
While we complain about our rights here on earth, the bible constantly 
asks, “what about your responsibilities?” 
Owners have rights. 
Stewards have responsibilities. 
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Beloved and bequeathed as we are from God, 
we are in the world to care for each other and the earth— 
to help all things living to thrive and flourish. 
Especially as the body of Christ, the baptized people of God, 
we are gifted with response-abilities. 
Now understand that as a hyphenated word response-abilities. 
In other words, we God has gifted us individually and communally with 
myriads of abilities to respond faithfully, hopefully and lovingly  
to the needs of a broken world. 
As the church, we have response-abilities to bring in the reign of 
Christ—to be agents of bringing God’s kingdom here and now. 
 
And this brings us to a third stewardship principle—accountability. 
I recently saw a quote that brings this point home: 
Insisting on your rights without acknowledging your responsibilities 
isn’t freedom, it’s adolescence. 
The one thing I admired about the woman with a gun  
who got in a car that wasn’t her own is 
that she made herself accountable for what she had done. 
This is another kind of response-ability— 
owning up to what we have done and what we have left undone. 
 
Yes, Christ has set us free!  
But the freedom Christ brings is the freedom to give away our life 
in caring service to others. 
But it’s not a have to . . . it’s a get to. 
You and I are invited by Christ to respond to the love and grace  
we have first received from God by using our lives— 
our sleeping, eating, walking-around, everyday lives— 
to bring Christ’s kingdom— 
which is in the world, but not of the world— 
into existence in tangible ways. 
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When we are mindful that we are not owners but stewards 
and that stewards have response-abilities and we hold ourselves 
accountable for how we use and share all that God has given to us— 
then we have the added reward of joy— 
the joy of your master— 
as King Jesus puts it in the parable of the good and faithful steward— 
You were faithful over a few things; I will set you over many things. 
Enter into the joy of your master! 
See . . . stewards have response-abilities! 
 
Here’s a secret, a truth about stewardship that I have learned and 
experienced for myself . . . 
When we take what we have—whatever we have— 
and take it into our hands, we do well to hold it lightly, very lightly. 
Then we bless it—thank God for what we have 
and make it holy by giving it away for love. 
Then we need to break it—that is, we have to tear it up to share it, 
there is no way to keep it all in one nice piece. 
And finally, we give it away— 
to whoever is standing in front of you or beside you. 
Spread it around and don’t worry  
if there seems to not be enough for everyone. 
When we keep our arms stretched out and our hands open, 
we become a channel through which God’s blessings can flow 
through—we become a conduit for God’s grace. 
It’s why I use the Orans prayer position— 
it’s a reminder to me that I am not an owner, I am a steward,  
and I am called as a member of the body of Christ  
to hold all that I have lightly. 
It reminds me that we get to lift our lives up to God. 
We are an offering. 
 
As your pastor, I have seen your generous response to the needs of 
others. That is certainly good stewardship. 
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But it is also good stewardship to make an estimated commitment of 
giving to the mission we share here at Holy Trinity. 
Again, you don’t have to. 
You get to. 
 
As I wrote to you in my email this past week about making a 
commitment to give— 
It all begins with our grateful response to God’s loving generosity. 
The church—that is this community known as Holy Trinity but also the 
greater church of which we are a part—the NJ Synod and the ELCA—
we the church are a vehicle, agents, for accomplishing the work of 
God—for placing all that we are and have  
in service to others in the name of Christ. 
 
So no, you don’t have to make a pledge  
or estimated commitment of giving,  
but you do get to. 
You get to make a statement of faith, hope and love to our life together 
and the mission we share. 
You get to enhance your spiritual health and maturity. 
You get to support the leadership of our congregation and let them know 
that you are committed to sharing and working together with them 
so we can be a vibrant and active people of God right here and now. 
 
To make a commitment is to give on purpose for a purpose! 
 
Here’s the thing, yes,  
as your pastor I’d like for all of you to make a giving commitment. 
But more importantly, for the sake of the reign of Christ in this world, 
King Jesus wants you to be committed. 
He wants for you to have the joy of both acknowledging and 
sharing your gifted response-abilities so the love of God may be known. 
For this he came, for this he was born. 
May our lives testify to this truth in all that we say and do! 
 


