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Sermon for “Where Your Heart Is” Sunday Oct 2020 
Is Your Heart in It? 

 
 
Well, here we are in the 32nd week of worshiping via Zoom. 
Most of us hoped that by now—after all these months— 
we would be “back to normal.” 
But . . . sadly the virus is just as contagious and deadly as ever 
and the numbers of infections are once more on the rise. 
As I wrote in my newsletter a few weeks ago, 
we cannot deny we are living a “new normal.” 
And we will need to find ways to live through this way of living 
and being church for at least another few months. 
My hope and prayer is that there will be a vaccine  
that will be safe and effective and will allow us 
to come together again in person . . . . 
And yet, I also hope and pray that we will use this time to  
take stock of what is really important – 
to begin to unpack what we treasure and what is the state of our heart. 
 
All of scripture—and not just the texts we heard just now— 
give us clues about what it might look like to seek after God’s heart. 
How to find out some new things  
about how we might live together  
in such a way that the kingdom of heaven  
manifests right here among us on earth. 
Today’s texts tell us it is God’s desire to renew us from deep within. 
To “write” his words on our very hearts so that whatever the 
circumstances that surround us we live in hope, with faith and love— 
towards God and most especially towards one another. 
Ezekiel reminds us that God’s heart is not one of hatred, or shame, or 
guilt, the heart of God is full of mercy and love, 
always seeking to create us anew. 
When we come before God, hearts broken, numb or torn, 
and ask God to help us to live differently. 
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God doesn’t look at us with distain or judgment. 
God doesn’t tell us to come back another time  
when we can get our lives together first. 
No God says, it is my joy to accompany you  
and to transform you from the inside out.  
 
At the heart of God is a desire for us,  
a desire that we might be a people who reflect God’s heart. 
At the heart of God is pleasure and delight in us, 
so that we might trust that we can try  
a million different ways to reflect God’s kingdom. 
God does not give up on us. 
God does not abandon us. 
But our texts today don’t just reassure us about God’s heart, 
they also give us a glimpse into ways that we can work with God to 
transform our own hearts. 
 
We heard Jesus say— 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
We’ve all heard this saying many, many times before. 
But just stop a moment. 
Close your eyes and imagine that Jesus is saying these words to you. 
Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
Not, whatever you throw your heart into, there is your treasure. 
Instead, Jesus is saying to you and to me,  
our hearts follow after our treasures . . . not the other way around. 
 
How many times have you heard or have you said . . . 
“you know, my heart just isn’t in it anymore.” 
For some of us,  
those words have come into conversations about our work,  
or our relationships,  
or perhaps even those things we do to help those in need. 
Suddenly, our heart just isn’t in it anymore and, for many of us, 
that is a big stop sign. 
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If your heart isn’t in it, then it is time to quit. 
If our heart isn’t in it, we might as well stop working on it,  
because there isn’t any point. 
If our hearts aren’t in church, if our hearts aren’t in our relationships, 
if our hearts aren’t in our work anymore,  
then we might as well move on. 
There’s just no hope. 
 
But that isn’t what Jesus is telling us when he tells us— 
Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
Where our money and our time,  
where our energy and our gifts are there is where our hearts will be. 
Yes, sometimes, when our hearts just aren’t really in it, 
when our hearts are a little slow to follow, 
sometimes putting our treasures where our hearts are torn, 
will allow our hearts to follow. 
Instead of too quickly giving up on those things that seem hard, 
instead of throwing in the towel when we are overwhelmed 
and just don’t seem ready to try again or work anymore, 
if we put our treasures where want our hearts to be— 
our stony and slow-moving hearts finally learn how to follow. 
 
Where is your heart today? 
Is it numb or broken . . . or on fire? 
Does your heart reflect God’s heart? 
Might this day be a call for you to take what is most precious to you— 
your time, your talents, your money— 
and put it where God calls your heart to be? 
Might this be a day to take a hard look at whether our treasures reflect a 
view of God’s kingdom that scripture describes— 
a world where those who hunger are fed, 
those who mourn are comforted, 
those who are poor are not maligned or ignored 
but treasured and supported so they can thrive and succeed; 
where the lonely find fellowship,  
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A world that hears the good news spoken by us, the church, 
in words that can be seen and heard in a million different ways. 
 
Where your treasure is, 
there is where your heart will be. 
When we release control of our treasures,  
when we offer to God what we’d rather clutch tightly to ourselves, 
when we give up the things that feel as if they give us all the security in 
the world, we suddenly realize our hearts have been transformed . . . 
and we see ourselves, our circumstances, and the world differently 
because we are beginning to see all these things through 
the heart of God. 
What we thought was most important isn’t most important anymore. 
What the world sold us as the ultimate source of life pales in comparison 
to the kingdom of God. 
The money, the stuff, the treasures we thought would save us  
are merely dust, consumed by moth. 
 
Where is your treasure, and where is your heart? 
Have no fear, broken-hearted or set afire—have no fear and do not lose 
hope—it is God’s pleasure and delight to reside with us. 
And as God offers us God’s heart, 
over and over again,  
we are invited to imagine anew what we might do with ours. 
 
 


