
 1 

Sermon for Reformation 2019 
Where’s Your Heart? 

 
 

Have you ever been on a treasure hunt? 
The only treasure hunt I remember going on 
was years ago when I was a HS senior  
and my church youth group sponsored one. 
We were split up into two or maybe three groups— 
at that time you could pile a lot of people into a car 
because there were no seat-belt laws. 
I remember driving all over Staten Island 
looking for the clues. 
We ended up at a party at the Frank Lloyd Wright 
house on lighthouse hill. 
To be honest, I couldn’t tell you now  
what the “treasure” was that we were seeking. 
The treasure for me now are my memories of the hunt 
and the thrill of hearing all about the house  
we were gathering in—the singing and laughing together. 
That seems to be the true treasure we gained from that night. 
 
Treasure hunts are always exciting— 
especially if the clues are clever and challenging. 
And, of course, you have no idea where you’ll end up 
as you set out on the hunt following the path given to you. 
 
Of course, even though excitement builds  
as you journey toward the treasure,  
you always encounter some obstacles along the way. 
You may need to climb over a fence or a wall. 
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If the treasure hunt is really challenging you may even have to 
swim across a lake or climb a hill or two. 
You continue on your quest, focused on the treasure at the end 
of the journey where X marks the spot. 
Finally, you come to the place where the treasure is. 
You can almost see it. 
Your heart may be pounding  
as you anticipate uncovering the treasure awaiting you. 
Your heart is full of joy and fulfillment when your hunt finally 
comes to a close. 
 
Treasure hunts happen in real life too. 
They usually begin with the mantra: Follow your heart. 
 
It seems like everywhere you look, 
someone is urging you to “follow your heart.” 
Films, TV, music, books—you name it. 
Go with your gut. 
Trust your intuition. 
Do what’s right for you. 
Pursue your dreams. 
Believe in yourself. 
It all amounts to pretty much the same thing: 
Follow your heart. 
It seems that anyone who faces an important decision  
can’t possibly go wrong, it seems,  
if only they’d just follow their heart. 
 
The problem is . . . our hearts are often fickle 
and they have a tendency to be focused only on ourselves. 
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As Luther explained it, 
because of sin, we are curved in on ourselves. 
Using the metaphor of the treasure hunt, 
this means if we were following only our own hearts, 
we would just end up going in circles. 
 
There is an old story about a rich man who visited a rabbi. 
The man was an Ebenezer Scrooge-type.  
Though he had great wealth, 
he didn’t believe in contributing to the needs of others. 
The rabbi motioned to the rich man to join him by a window. 
The rabbi said, “Look out this window. What do you see?” 
The man replied, “Nothing extraordinary. 
Just men, women, and children.” 
Then the rabbi led the wealthy man over to a mirror. 
The rabbi said, “Now, look at this mirror.  
Tell me, what do you see?” 
The rich man chuckled and said, “I see myself!” 
The rabbi looked at the man and said, 
“In the window there is glass, 
and in the mirror, there is glass. 
But the glass of the mirror is covered with a little silver, 
and no sooner is the silver added than you no longer see others, 
but only yourself.” 
 
What a wise man that rabbi was! 
Whether we are rich or poor, it is a fact that “silver”— 
treasure, money, possessions—often stand between 
us and others.  
And sin causes our hearts to be fickle and self-serving. 
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No wonder God says that we are in need of heart transplants. 
A new heart I will give you, a new spirit. 
I will remove your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh— 
that is, a heart fashioned for kindness and compassion and 
generosity. 
 
The words of the prophet Ezekiel are words of conviction  
meant to break open our hearts. 
God is speaking to a people who have been seeking treasure in 
all the wrong things, in all the wrong places. 
Their hearts have been hardened. 
They have been ignoring the widow, the orphan, the oppressed 
who are all close to God’s heart. 
And so God calls the people to repent, 
to turn around and to do good, and to seek justice. 
To live lives of kindness and generosity. 
 
At the heart of God is a desire for us, a desire that we might be a 
people who reflect God’s heart. 
At the heart of God is pleasure and delight in us, 
so that we might trust that we can try a million different ways 
to reflect God’s kingdom. 
And God will not give up on us or abandon us. 
When we come before God, our hearts broken or numb or torn, 
and ask God to help us to live differently, 
God doesn’t tell us to come back another time  
when we finally get our lives together. 
No God says—come and listen. 
I have what you need to transform your heart, 
the clues you need for seeking the true treasures of life. 
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We hear the words of Jesus from his great sermon on the Mount: 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
We’ve probably heard this saying many, many times before— 
but now Jesus bids us to hear it anew. 
Where your treasure is there your heart will be also. 
Not, whatever you throw your heart into, there is your treasure. 
In Jesus words this morning,  
we hear that where your treasure is, there your heart will be. 
Our hearts follow after our treasures . . . 
not the other way around. 
 
Most of us have heard or said, 
“you know, my heart just isn’t in it anymore.” 
For some of us, those words may have come into conversations 
about our relationships, or our work,  
or maybe even those things we do to help those in need. 
Suddenly, our heart just isn’t in it anymore, 
and for many of us, that is a big stop sign. 
If your heart isn’t in it . . . then it’s just plain time to quit. 
After all the world says, follow your heart. 
So if our heart isn’t in it, we might as well stop working on it, 
because . . . there isn’t any point. 
If our hearts aren’t in church, 
if our hearts aren’t in our relationships, 
if our hearts aren’t in our work anymore, 
then we might as well move on. 
Follow your heart . . . the world says. 
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But that isn’t what Jesus is telling us. 
Where our treasure is that is where our hearts will be. 
Where our money and our time, 
where our energy and our gifts are 
is where our hearts will be. 
But here’s what I have discovered, 
often when my heart wasn’t “really in it,” 
when my heart was a little slow to follow, 
putting my treasure where my heart was torn, 
allowed my heart to follow. 
Instead of quickly giving up on those things that seem hard, 
instead of throwing in the towel when we are overwhelmed 
and just don’t seem ready to work anymore, 
if we put our treasures where we want our hearts to be . . . 
those slow-moving hearts finally learn how to follow. 
 
Where is your heart today? 
Are you willing to take up God’s treasure hunt 
and with the strength and support of the Spirit 
and the love of Christ endure the obstacles on the journey to 
reach the final treasure? 
If so, what treasure are you reaching for? 
Is it one that will deteriorate and fall apart over time, 
or one that will be stored in heaven, 
lasting all of eternity,  
beyond any treasure or riches known to this world? 
 
Where is your heart today? 
Is it numb or broken . . . or ready to be made anew? 
Are you willing to let God give you a heart transplant 
so that our hearts will reflect the heart of Christ? 
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Could this day be a call for you and me to take what is most 
precious to us—our time, our talents—our money!— 
and put it where God calls our hearts to be? 
Could this be the day for us to take a hard look at whether our 
treasures reflect God’s kingdom – 
or are we just staring in a mirror looking at ourselves 
and ignoring all the good we can do with our treasures? 
 
When we release control of our treasures, 
when we offer to God what we’d rather clutch tightly to 
ourselves, when we give up the things that feel as if they give us 
all the security in the world,  
we suddenly realize that our hearts have been transformed— 
they have been made new, 
and new spirit is vibrant inside us. 
 
What we thought was most important  
isn’t most important anymore. 
What the world sold us as the ultimate source of life pales  
in comparison to the kingdom of God. 
The money, the stuff, the treasures we thought would save us  
are merely dust, consumed by moth. 
 
Where is your treasure, and where is your heart? 
Have no fear no matter the condition of your heart today, 
because it is God’s pleasure and delight  
to reside within us and lead us a treasure hunt for that which is 
most precious. 
God offers us his heart, over and over again. 
We are invited to imagine anew  
what we God might let God do with ours. 


