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Sermon for Pentecost XII Year B 2021 
Living Wisely in a Foolish World 

 
 
The bible often speaks of wisdom and foolishness. 
Certainly, nobody thinks of wisdom as a bad thing 
or being foolish is a good thing. 
But . . . I have been wondering what it means  
to live wisely in a foolish world. 
We all recognize foolish decisions are likely to be detrimental to us and 
others, while wise decisions will ultimately prove beneficial. 
And yet . . . it seems to me these days that wisdom and teachers of 
wisdom are in short supply— 
despite the many, many sources of self-help and life coaches 
and book after book, commentator after commentator, 
who offer the very latest of worldly enlightenment. 
In the 21st century we have so much knowledge and information and 
facts about our world—more than ever has been available before— 
and yet we don’t seem to know how to apply it in ways that 
lays aside immaturity so we can walk in the way of insight 
as divine Wisdom exhorts us to do. 
Our society has fallen prey to disinformation, conspiracy theories, 
internet falsehoods of the most fantastic kind. 
I don’t mean to be divisive,  
but I’m astounded at the behavior of some our fellow Americans  
resorting to violent language and threats  
over wearing a mask or being asked to get vaccinated 
in the face of a deadly pandemic with well over 600,000 deaths. 
Is this wisdom or this is foolishness? 
I believe the warning from our lesson in Ephesians this morning 
couldn’t be more poignant nor important to heed: 
Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 
making the most of the time, because the days are evil. 
 
How do we live as wise people in such an unwise, foolish time? 
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Perhaps we need to begin with what wisdom is. 
Of course, wisdom is not the same as book-learning  
or basic intelligence. 
Everyone of us can probably name intelligent, educated people who 
don’t seem to have any common sense. 
And most of us can also name relatively uneducated or poorly educated 
people whose wisdom runs deep, 
who take our breath away with their insight. 
Sometimes we even know people who are both learned and wise! 
We may not be able to define wisdom, 
but we know it when we see it. 
 

Wisdom is less concerned with what we know, 
and more concerned with what we do with that knowledge. 
That is why everyone—even the simple and immature— 
are welcome at wisdom’s table. 
Wisdom can, in fact, be learned, received even as a gift. 
Wisdom has to do with how we live. 
Above all it has to do with the orientation of our heart and mind— 
 toward God and toward others. 
Scripture tells us the beginning of wisdom is fear of the Lord. 
 

This understanding of the origin of true wisdom runs contrary to the 
world’s foolish focus on self-aggrandizement and self-promotion. 
Wisdom—as the book of Proverbs tells us—invites us to a banquet of 
grace and faith so we can learn from God the ways of life and peace. 
The foolish world would have us dine on nothing but “fast food”— 
quick and easy meal offers that do not, and cannot, ultimately sustain us. 
The foolish world offers us empty calories. 
Jesus—the true Wisdom of God—offers himself, his life’s blood— 
so that we can have strength to lay aside immaturity and 
be sustained to walk in the way of insight. 
 
The beginning of wisdom is fear of the Lord. 
Like any good wisdom teacher,  
the psalmist for today sets a proper goal in clear view. 
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The goal is not just limited to slavish obedience or piety or even praise. 
All of these have their place in walking in the way of the Lord. 
But the goal itself is quite different. 
The goal is “life” and enjoying what is good. 
Not merely for oneself alone— 
but especially for the good and well-being of all. 
The psalmist reminds us that much day-to-day human misery begins 
with speech—gossip, slander, and deception— 
The psalmist recommends that any effort  
“to turn from evil and do good” (to live wisely in a foolish world), 
we do well to “Keep [our] tongue from evil, and [our] lips from deceit.” 
If we want to do good, 
the psalmist urges us a vigorous life of making peace: 
“Seek peace, and pursue it.” 
“The fear of the Lord” then looks  
like an abundant, joyful life that begins  
by fasting from evil speech  
and comes to fruition through peacemaking. 
As those created in the image of God and reborn into the image of 
Christ, wise living seeks to praise God, in doing so,  
we seek and live a life of peace and justice. 
 

The wisdom of “fearing the Lord” means  
neither to overestimate our ability to survive participating in evil  
nor to underestimate our ability to contribute  
to God’s work of reconciliation and justice. 
Since genuine human flourishing depends  
on the wisdom, obedience,  
and the faithfulness involved in “fearing the Lord,” 
this kind of fear leads not to cowardice but to courage, 
and, at last, to freedom from the wrong kind of fear. 
The hymn “Amazing Grace,” puts it very well: 
Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved. 
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That is the experience that Peter had in the boat when he first realized 
who Jesus truly was. 
It is the experience that Paul had on the road to Damascus. 
God’s amazing grace is also God’s wisdom. 
When we come face to face with it, we are brought to our knees 
but also lifted up. 
 
Christian wisdom is the message of Jesus on the cross. 
Which is what Jesus is ultimately pointing to in his conversation with 
those who were disputing with him in today’s gospel. 
In poetic language, one Hebrew wisdom writer prefigures what Paul tells 
us about the foolish message Christians preach about the cross. 
The Hebrew wisdom teacher wrote: 
For blessed is the wood by which righteousness comes. 
The good news of Christ’s death on the cross is 
The hope of the world taking refuge on a raft— 
The blessed wood by which righteousness comes; 
The world received at God’s hand a seed of a new generation— 
Beloved Christians, we are the seed of a new generation; 
we are the ones God is sending into the world 
to live not as unwise people but as wise, 
to make the most of the time, 
to do the will of God, 
to be filled with the Spirit . . . . 
 
Christ became all wisdom for us— 
in his life, his death and his resurrection. 
Jesus, who became wisdom for us,  
lived out the truth that love is the greatest gift of the Spirit. 
Love acts its way into being. 
 
What does it mean to live wisely in a foolish world? 
The wise love the Lord with all their heart, mind, and strength 
and their neighbor as themselves and as Christ loved us. 
This is wisdom’s banquet—we share what we have first received. 
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If we want to live wisely in times that are evil  
and in a world that is foolish,  
we need to be nourished in every way by  
the life of Christ—in word, and in bread and wine. 
May we ever eat. 
May we lay aside immaturity, life, 
and walk in the way of insight . . . making the most of the time we have. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


