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Sermon for Pentecost III Year B 2021 
What You See is Not All that You Get 

 
We live in a world that mostly believes what you see is what you get. 
We trust our eyes to reveal what is real and what is true. 
I suspect that most of us have a default attitude and orientation— 
a perspective or way of seeing—others, our relationships, 
and the circumstances of our lives. 
I have to admit that this approach has certain benefits. 
It is easier because its more, well, definitive, and more efficient. 
But (and this is a rather big but)—it is not without problems. 
A what-you-see-is-what-you-get attitude assumes that life is limited only 
to physical and tangible realities. 
It keeps us skimming across the surface of life. 
It puts humanity at the center of life as the final interpreter and arbiter. 
 
We tend to see what we want to see, 
what we have been taught or told to see, 
and what we expect to see. 
Just because we look at the same thing 
doesn’t necessarily mean we see the same thing. 
Three eye witnesses to an accident will often tell three different stories 
of what they saw. 
Even stories about our own life experiences are often told with different 
details or accents by our brothers or sisters, mothers or fathers or 
anyone else who shared that experience with us. 
Sure, many of us would agree on the main points of what happened; 
but each of us has a somewhat different viewpoint, 
a different attitude, orientation or perspective  
we bring to bear as we relate what we experienced, what we saw. 
 
What we see is determined not so much by the thing seen 
but by how we see. 
I am convinced that a primary purpose of scripture and our confessions 
of faith not only teach us what to see but teach us how to see. 
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Paul reminds the Corinthians that “we walk by faith, not by sight.” 
Long ago the priest and prophet Samuel was told by God  
“Do not look on [merely] on appearance or the height of stature . . . 
for the Lord does not see as mortals see; 
they look on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks on the heart.” 
 
Too-often our “human way of seeing” is outwardly focused 
and based solely on appearances. 
God’s way of seeing is inwardly focused and heart based. 
This is not a rejection of the outward or visible appearances, 
but a recognition that our life and world 
are not limited to what we see. 
For every outward appearance we see, 
there is a deeper inner reality. 
 
Frankly a what-you-see-is-what-you-get way of living is too limited, 
too narrow, too small . . . and, when all is said and done, it is 
too selective and ignores contrary information. 
Ironically, this is known as “confirmation bias.” 
This is a way of selectively choosing evidence that supports  
what we have already decided before hand is true. 
Seeing the world and thinking this way cannot reveal the fullness of 
God’s life and presence among us. 
It offers no hope for the unexpected surprise of reconciliation, 
forgiveness, healing, and transformation. 
It says to us, “This is as good as it gets.” 
If that’s how we see our life and the world, 
then we might need to learn to see differently. 
God-seeing reveals that in Christ there is a new creation. 
Everything old has passed away. 
Everything has become new. 
 
We are always being invited into a deeper seeing. 
That’s what the parables of Jesus are all about. 
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They are the lens that aligns human-seeing with God-seeing. 
They seek to break our “confirmation bias” way of viewing the world. 
They give us a glimpse into God’s kingdom even as we look at the 
things of this world. 
Parables ask us to see in a different way. 
They rarely give us answers. 
Instead they sharpen our focus and cultivate a deeper vision— 
they keep us questioning our perceptions and viewpoints. 
Parables ask us to let go of a what-you-see-is-what-you-get world 
and trust that what we see is not all there is. 
There is always something more going on that what we see. 
There are things seen and unseen, godly and ungodly dimensions 
that are always part of what we are living, what we are seeing. 
Above all . . . that something more is the kingdom of God, 
the presence of God that our way of seeing the world tends to overlook. 
 
The kingdom of God is already planted in creation. 
God is always at work in our lives like a seed scattered upon the earth. 
As a seed does its seed thing, so the kingdom does its kingdom thing. 
We may not understand it, we may not even perceive it. 
Outward appearances may even suggest God is absent. 
It may look like nothing is happening. 
We sleep and rise. 
We wait. 
We trust. 
We hope. 
We pray. 
We go about our everyday life. 
Within that ordinariness the life of God  
has already been planted in each of one of us. 
One day it sprouts. 
It grows. 
The invisible becomes visible. 
The full harvest was always there . . . hidden in the seeds, 
buried in the earth. 
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It may have been invisible, but . . . it was never absent. 
We now see what has always been. 
 
Compared to the needs of the world and the circumstances of our lives, 
the kingdom can often look small, insignificant, and inadequate— 
like a tiny mustard seed. 
Looks, however, can be deceiving. 
It is only an optical illusion— 
The kingdom will manifest, it will take over. 
 
In the time of Jesus, in 1st century Palestine, mustard was considered a 
weed—an invasive, even alien weed. 
Jesus compares the kingdom with a weed. 
As weeds take over—so does the kingdom of God. 
You can refuse to plant it. 
You can pull it up. 
You can cut it down. 
Regardless, it is there . . . and it keeps coming back. 
No person, no circumstance is ever God-forsaken. 
 
The birds of the air, the seeds, and weeds of life are everywhere. 
Don’t just look at what you see. 
Look at what is there. 
Look again if you need to. 
Look more deeply. 
Look at the world not from the human point of view  
but from the point of view of the love of God in Christ— 
which makes everything new. 
Let the love of Christ change how you see. 
Because behind every seed, weed, and bird of the air . . . 
and even you and I . . . 
is the faithfulness, promise, and power of God to change lives. 
  
 


