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Sermon for Pentecost 3C 2019 
No Flying, No Invisibility—Just Go Proclaim the Kingdom of God 

 
What is life all about? 
I’m fairly certain that most of us  
have asked this question of ourselves. 
Have you ever asked it of others? 
Have you ever asked it of God? 
In a way, you could say that was what Elijah was asking of God when he 
fled for his life to the mountains. 
I have a hunch, that asking this question— 
what is life all about— 
is a question we ask only when things are going wrong, 
or the road we’re traveling gets tough to navigate, 
maybe when the proverbial wheels fall off the bus altogether. 
After all, who asks such deep and important questions  
when “God is in his heaven” and “all is right with world”? 
In general, I’ve noticed we usually don’t evaluate  
our choices or consider what’s important  
until we are in a time of crisis. 
 
A number of years ago, I read a fascinating novel— 
The Woman Upstairs—by Claire Massud.  
The main character Nora, who is the woman upstairs, 
has the following inner dialogue: 
Life is about deciding what matters. 
It’s about the fantasy that determines the reality. 
Have you ever asked yourself  
whether you’d rather fly or be invisible? 
 
Well, what fantasy power would you choose? 
Would you rather be able to fly or be invisible? 
 
I’ve asked this question many times over the years in bible studies, 
council meetings, and Confirmation classes. 
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So, if you dare, raise your hand  
if you would choose the “super power of flying? 
How many would choose invisibility? 
There are some interesting reasons people give for their choices. 
By the way, statistically speaking, 
there are slightly more people (both male and female) 
who choose flying over invisibility. 
 
Nora—our “woman upstairs” states  
that she is surrounded by fliers. 
But, Nora says, it’s the wrong choice. 
(Now I’m not saying there truly is a right or wrong choice, 
nevertheless Nora’s analysis of this choice  
is what I find interesting.) 
Because Nora says being invisible makes things more real. 
When you are invisible she says  
you get to see people without their masks. 
Flying, Nora asserts I the novel, is a desire to escape— 
it expresses the desire not just to fly away from danger, 
but also from responsibility. 
 
I don’t know whether she is right about this or not, 
but I take her analysis of all this good food for thought. 
So now we’re back to where we began, which was asking 
what life is all about . . . deciding what matters. 
 
But just how do we go about deciding what matters? 
In this morning’s gospel lesson, Jesus has a few wisdom sayings for us 
to consider as we make decisions about what matters. 
In fact, the text begins by stating that Jesus has made 
the ultimate decision about what matters: 
He has “set his face toward Jerusalem.” 
Jesus has warned his disciples of his impending suffering 
in Jerusalem—the city that “kills the prophets.” 
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Even though they confess their faith in him as Messiah 
and they have seen him transfigured with Moses and Elijah, 
they cannot begin to imagine the horror of Jesus’ last days. 
Yet Jesus knows. 
And he sets his face toward Jerusalem, 
meaning unwavering determination. 
No flying away and no invisibility. 
He is Spirit-filled and Spirit-led. 
 

Normally very accepting of the Samaritans, 
Jesus shocks his disciples by barely noticing the Samaritans 
as he heads toward Jerusalem. 
And, in turn, the Samaritan villagers “did not receive him” 
because “his face was set toward Jerusalem”— 
a city whose temple the Samaritans did not honor 
or turn to as central to version of the Jewish faith. 
The text doesn’t tell us whether Jesus was rejected outright 
or if they didn’t offer him overnight hospitality. 
Either way, the disciples take offense at their rejection 
and impulsively ask  
if they should “command fire” to destroy them 
—as if they could even do that! 
 

But Jesus uses this opportunity as a teaching moment. 
He uses this occasion to speak about discipleship and  
what it means to follow him. 
Please notice that Luke makes it clear that Jesus is speaking 
to those who are actually following him— 
not to “potential” followers. 
But as he so often does, Jesus speaks in hyperboles and exaggerations in 
order to emphasize a point he trying to make. 
 

Here’s one of the things I think Jesus is saying: 
Be willing to let go of the past. 
There comes a time when you leave the comforts of home— 
of what you have known. 



	 4	

There comes a time when you go out the door  
and move into uncharted waters. 
Jesus knows that his disciples  
will be doing just that after he is gone. 
Their lives will be radically and unexpectedly different 
than anything they could imagine. 
They will leave behind what they have known and done before, 
and they will go in totally new directions, 
doing new things. 
Each of them, in their own unique way will heed 
Jesus’ words from this day on the road to Jerusalem: 
But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God. 
No invisibility, no flying. Not even any flame-throwing! 
Just Spirit-filled, Spirit-led doubting and believing discipleship. 
 
But what does Jesus mean by saying, 
“No one who puts a hand to the plow 
and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God?” 
 
Now I have never plowed a field, 
but I have seen it being done. 
It seems to me that anybody who has plowed a field  
knows you have to watch carefully in front of you  
to keep the furrows straight. 
If you are looking backward,  
you will certainly swerve one way or another,  
making crooked lines,  
and mostly likely ending up going in the wrong direction. 
My husband has another way of putting this: 
God put your eyes on the front of your head, 
not on the back for a reason. 
It’s not that we don’t learn from our past, 
but we’re not meant to dwell or remain there. 
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In their despair and confusion immediately following the crucifixion and 
resurrection, that is what the disciples did. 
They looked back and resumed their previous occupation of fishing—as 
the gospel of John tells us. 
In the gospel of Luke, we hear that two of them  
were even walking away from Jerusalem  
despite the fact that Jesus had specifically told his disciples  
to stay put and wait there where he would see them again. 
It wasn’t until Pentecost,  
when the Holy Spirit is poured out and empowers them 
that they are able to go and proclaim the kingdom of God. 
Spirit-filled and Spirit-lead, they spread the good news of 
Jesus far beyond Jerusalem  
and even the boundaries of the Roman Empire. 
 
How are our lives different as followers of Jesus 
than what they might have been otherwise? 
I recall seeing a bumper sticker that asked: 
“If you were on trial for being a Christian,  
would there be enough evidence to convict you?” 
 

What Jesus seems to be saying to those  
who follow him is: 
Discipleship means living in ways we might not otherwise live. 
 
Jesus’ teaching today calls to consider what matters. 
How will we spend our time? 
Jesus understands the importance of time,  
of a minute, of even a second— 
not just for the sake of the urgency of his ministry 
or the urgency of the kingdom coming into its fullness 
or even the urgency of making sure that everyone knows God’s love— 
Jesus understands the importance of time  
because being human means such urgency— 
every moment really does count. 
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In the truth of our lives, so fragile, so frail,  
every moment counts. 
In the midst of transitions and transformations, every moment counts. 
In the reality of ministry and meaning  
that take on all of the complexities, contexts and circumstances of our 
lives, every moment counts. 
And so, discipleship means deciding what matters 
and living in ways we might not otherwise live. 
 
Every moment has to count since God made the decision to become one 
of us. 
Time makes a difference. 
And every moment matters to God. 
Why? Not for the sake of your service alone, 
but for the sake of your being in the kingdom God imagines. 
 
Jesus recognizes our tendency to put off the moments in time 
that might actually make a difference in what we say about him. 
Jesus sees that we come with ready excuses 
to defer our preaching the gospel in word and deed 
because we think we need to be in a better place, a better time, 
a time when the stars align so as to make our experience 
of the gospel the perfect experience it was never meant to be. 
Jesus knows that we really would like to be have the capacity to fly 
away or become invisible or even throw a flame or two. 
 
But Jesus is saying stop making excuses 
and start imagining experiences  
that invite “let’s see what happens” 
instead of “I need all my stuff figured out first.” 
 
Today Jesus challenges all of us who hear this text 
to follow him and leave the predictable and treasured 
comfortable elements of our lives go to accept a bit of sacrifice, 
to expect surprise and welcome unexpected fellowship. 
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Jesus says, “follow me,” and because our eyes are in front of our heads 
and not on the back of them, we move forward. 
So what are we waiting for? 
 
Are we waiting for someone else to speak justice? 
To call for righteousness? 
Or will we embrace the moment and proclaim the promise of God’s 
favor? 
Jesus calls us to follow him out of the limitations of our former ways of 
being and doing. 
He frees us from all the evils within and without 
that seek to dominate and imprison us. 
With his own face set towards Jerusalem, 
Jesus calls us to set our faces in love toward our neighbor. 
 
Life is about deciding what matters. 
So do we know that our business is life, not death 
and that life is urgent? 
Are we ready to let go of the past and seize the day? 
 
We may be tempted to look back or we may already be looking back, 
but we can hold on with Jesus as he ploughs forward. 
Without his determination, his love, his grace, 
we are indeed not fit for the kingdom for we cannot put our hand to the 
plough alone. 
 
So, no flying, no invisibility. 
Just the superpower of the Holy Spirit. 
All we need is Spirit-filled, Spirit-led discipleship. 
 
So, now beloved people of God, hear what Jesus says: 
As for you . . . go and proclaim the kingdom of God. 
 
 


