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Sermon for Lent II Year C 2022 
Faith and Feathers 

 
In a world teeming with broken relationships, 
personal disappointments, public scandals, 
political games, cultural disrespect, and increased threats and violence, 
trust is difficult to extend—even to God. 
 
The biblical picture of God and Abraham’s relationship 
is fairly straightforward.  
God speaks; Abraham listens. 
God promises; Abraham believes. 
God commands; Abraham obeys. 
There comes a point, however, when Abraham finally says, 
“Wait a minute, I have a question.” 
 
We might breathe a sigh of relief at this revelation. 
Abraham, the great model of faithfulness, is also a person who wants to 
know how God is going to fulfill God’s promises. 
Abraham looks at his life and says, 
“It is unclear to me, God, how you are going to work things out. 
There are some pretty big obstacles in the way. 
I’d like to have just a little more information.” 
 
Don’t we also want to say something similar to God? 
Don’t we want to say something along these lines to Jesus who says he 
wants to gather us like a bunch of chicks in the face of a hungry fox? 
Don’t we need a bit more protection than a pair of feathered wings? 
Is this how God will deliver people from evil  
or hide them in the day of trouble? 
 
It seems the psalmist’s question-- 
“Whom shall I fear? Of whom shall I be afraid?” 
is how Jesus’ answers the threat of death by the hands of Herod. 
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We live in a world obsessed with status and power, and consequently we 
are surrounded by political machinations. 
Most obvious in this regard may be the candidates for and holders of 
government office who often try to make themselves look better than 
they actually are—and their opponents look worse. 
But such machinations are not just part of the political arena. 
We encounter such things on a more mundane basis from day to day— 
at work in the “office politics” and, yes, even in “church politics.” 
 
Some people think Jesus was ignorant or innocent  
of the realities of politics. 
Those who think so, however, have not read the gospels very closely 
because Jesus of Nazareth was no stranger to political machinations. 
Immediately before today’s gospel, Jesus has just said: 
Indeed, when the kingdom of God arrives in its fullness, 
some who are first will be last, and some who are last will be first. 
Nothing will more quickly alarm those on top than the suggestion that 
they may not end on top and—what is really worse— 
those on the bottom will end up in first place. 
 
Cue the Pharisees—“at that very hour” that Jesus uttered these 
disturbing words, these harbingers of Herod’s death threats arrive. 
 
It’s kind of peculiar that the Pharisees of all people  
are issuing a protective warning. 
After all, up until now, they have certainly not been Jesus’ friends. 
They have been among those most threatened by the topsy-turvy 
kingdom Jesus heralds—they are, after all, among the “firsts”  
who may end up “last.” 
Why suddenly are these particular Pharisees so concerned for his safety? 
More than likely they have ulterior motives. 
Possibly they are in league with Herod and hope to drive Jesus out of 
Herod’s jurisdiction, into the arms and responsibility of Pilate— 
kind of like a state governor in our day passing on responsibility to 
federal authorities. 
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This way Herod cannot be blamed  
for the results of this troublemaker’s actions. 
Maybe Pilate can figure out a way to get rid of Jesus altogether. 
 
We can only guess at their motives. 
What is clear is that Jesus, in any event, responds to the outwardly 
friendly warning as if it were an instance of political machination. 
Go and tell that fox for me . . . he says, 
revealing that he knows these Pharisees are in cahoots with the 
conniving and rapacious Herod. 
Basically, Jesus “steps up” to Herod’s oblique, veiled challenge. 
He lets the Pharisees and Herod know he is not politically naïve. 
Nor is he afraid. 
He is fully aware that the kingdom he proclaims and enacts  
by “casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow” 
especially among the poor and the typically neglected— 
is an affront to the powers that be. 
 
More than that, Jesus informs them  
that his challenge will go all the way to the top. 
He will not stop in the provinces but will proceed, 
on his own time, to the capital city, to Jerusalem. 
So Pilate will be confronted soon enough. 
He does not imagine that Jerusalem will placidly welcome him. 
He knows Jerusalem is the city that kills the prophets 
and murders those sent for its own welfare. 
Jerusalem is the place where dreams of a new and more just world die. 
 
If Jesus expects scorn and violence in Jerusalem, 
he does not return that hateful rage with rage of his own. 
He does not return the threat of violence  
with a threat of violence of his own. 
It’s as if Jesus was confronted by a band of thugs demanding— 
“your money or your life” and Jesus responds—“my life”— 
and he means it. 
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Jesus is willing to put his life on the line. 
How often I have desired to gather your children together as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 
 
With these surprising words, the mighty appear in a new light: 
Herod, these plotting Pharisees, the power players in Jerusalem, 
all the first who would be first—then and now— 
they want to see themselves as masters of the universe, 
invulnerable and imperial behind their relentless, foxy maneuvering. 
Jesus calls their death-dealing by name. 
And, yet, he also—surprisingly—sees them as barnyard chicks  
lost in a storm, too afraid and too stubborn to find shelter  
under the shadow of mother hen’s wings. 
These overlords want to be heard as fearsome canine growlers— 
And yet, Jesus hears the cheeping of frightened chicks. 
It’s almost comical. 
And, yet, Jesus wants to deliver them—along with the rest of us— 
from the evil they have wrought and perpetuated. 
 
The judgment that will yet fall on them, if they do not change their 
ways, will be the judgment of their own self-destruction— 
See, your house is left to you. 
 
In the new kingdom of God, the blessed will not be those  
who come in the name of power and strength, 
but rather those who come  
in the name of the humble and faithful Lord of creation. 
Political machinations go on and on, but there is a true and living God. 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life, 
Of whom shall I be afraid? 
Yes, it is difficult to trust  
and it is difficult to see how things will work out . . .  
and we have questions and yet . . . there is this: 
The foxes are not in control as much as they think they are. 
 


