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Sermon for Epiphany of Our Lord Year A 2020 
Starry-Eyed and Savvy 

 
 

Today on this final Sunday in the season of Christmas, 
we are celebrating the arrival of the sages from afar 
to the manager in Bethlehem. 
We don’t have much historical information about these wise 
men and their journey. 
The gospel of Matthew says they came from the East. 
Some have speculated they were from Persia. 
We like to think that there were three of them, 
but Matthew doesn’t give us a number. 
Throughout the church’s history the numbers have varied from 2 
to as many as 12. 
We call them Caspar (a Persian name so a Persian scholar), 
Melchior (a Babylonian name so a Babylonian scholar), 
And Balthazar (an Arab name for an Arab scholar). 
These names date from the 7th century but . . . 
Matthew certainly did not name them in his gospel. 
What we do know is that they came with gifts . . . 
gifts that seem extraordinary to us now but 
were actually quite ordinary gifts one would offer  
to a king in 1st century Palestine. 
Their gifts have significance in light of the identity of the baby 
to whom they are given. 
Gold is a symbol of kingship on earth— 
(as can be observed by the amount of gold on display at the 
palace in Versailles we recently visited). 
Frankincense (a perfume used for incense) is a symbol of deity. 
And myrrh (an embalming oil) is a symbol of death. 
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I wonder what they saw in the sky that first night. 
What was it that got them thinking? 
What was it that motivated them to pack 
and begin a journey to who knew where? 
Something had been revealed to them. 
But what was it? 
Was it in the sky? 
In their mind? 
In their heart? 
 
Whatever it was, these sages from afar come striding into 
Jerusalem—the city of the King of the Jews. 
And their first word—“where”  
also happens to be the first word of any human person 
in the gospel of Matthew— 
Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? 
This is not just the first words, the first question of the gospel of 
Matthew it is also King Herod the Great’s first question. 
And this question is of more than incidental importance 
to the message of Matthew’s gospel. 
 
Because all the anonymity and lack of historical information 
about these foreign wise-men is a reminder that this 
story, this Epiphany journey, 
is not just the wise men’s journey; 
it is everyone’s journey. 
The truth of sacred scripture  
is never limited to or contained only in the past. 
 
We don’t know what was in the sky, 
what they say, that first night. 
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We know what was in their minds,  
what they thought they would find  
or what they discussed with each other as they traveled. 
We don’t know what was in their hearts 
or how they felt, or what they dreamed or longed for. 
But each of us, I believe,  
have at some time each experienced Epiphany— 
times when our night sky has been lit brightly, 
times when our minds have been illumined, 
times when our hearts have been enlightened. 
Those times have revealed to us  
a life and world larger than before. 
Times when we have glimpsed God’s grace in unexpected 
people and places and circumstances. 
Moments when the Spirit gave us the courage to travel beyond 
the borders and boundaries that usually delineate our lives. 
Epiphanies are those times when something calls us, 
moves us, to a new place or a new person  
and we see the face of God in a new way— 
so human that it almost seems ordinary, 
perhaps too ordinary to believe. 
 

That’s what happened to these sages from afar. 
They began to see and hear the stories of their lives. 
Something stirred within them 
and they began to wonder, to imagine, 
that their lives were part of a much larger story. 
Could it be that the One who created life, 
who hung the stars in the sky, 
noticed them, knew them, lived within them, 
and was calling them? 
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Could we say that the light they saw in the sky 
is a symbol both of divine revelation 
but, also, of the divine light that burns within all of us? 
 
To consider these questions seriously is to begin the journey. 
That journey took safes from the East  
to a cave in Bethlehem 
where they found the answer to their questions  
in the arms of his mother, Mary. 
We may travel a different route than the wise ones did, 
but the answer is the same. 
 
Yes. Yes.Yes. 
God does notice us. 
God knows us. 
The spark of divine light burns within each of us. 
God wants to dwell within us 
and calls each of us. 
God continues and is continually revealing God-self 
in and through humanity, in the fleshiness of living. 
 
So what signs have pointed you toward faith in God’s love for 
you in Christ? 
Are you prepared to pay him homage? 
To kneel at his feet in reverence? 
As I think about this scene of the sages from afar, 
who arrive bearing gifts, 
I am reminded that their reverence, 
their bended knees (and hearts and minds)  
came before they presented their gifts. 
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So . . . does our acknowledgment of Jesus’ lordship over our 
lives and our world bring us joy? 
Do we truly believe it is a reality  
or do we think it is wishful thinking? 
How do we honor Christ as our ruler—our king, 
revere him as the Son of God, 
and repent in response to the love of our crucified Messiah? 
 

Are we both starry-eyed and savvy as the wise men? 
Whose guidance do we trust? 
Are we prepared once we have discovered whom to trust, 
to go home by another road? 
 

This Epiphany season, 
may we be as determined as these sages from afar 
in following all signs that lead to Christ. 
May we be as savvy  
as they became to the threats to his life in their world. 
May we be willing to pay homage to him in our lives. 
And we continue to offer our gifts—whatever they are— 
to Christ this coming year,  
and through him, may we offer our gifts to all those we 
encounter as we travel to our own country by around road. 
 
Whatever our fears or joys may be, 
Epiphany reminds us that we can live our lives in a new light. 
Epiphany reminds us that God’s grace changes everything— 
Who we are, how we live and the road we travel. 
Epiphany reminds us that Jesus, the light of the world, 
has arrived in all his rule-breaking, table-turning glory, 
helping us to see all things, and even ourselves, 
in new ways. 


