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Sermon for Epiphany III Year C 2022 
Here I Stand 

 
Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing. 
How did Jesus feel as he said these words after concluding his reading of 
the scriptures that day in the synagogue. 
Was he anxious? Excited? Afraid? 
Was he worried about what people would think of him  
for making such a claim? 
Was his heart beating fast; did he have butterflies in his stomach? 
Even more, I wonder what expressions he saw on all the faces that day. 
Did he see acceptance and understanding? 
Anger? Rejection? Confusion and disbelief? 
Maybe he saw only indifference or boredom. 
What did he see in their eyes  
and how did it feel to be looked at by them? 
Did he have any idea where all this would take him? 
 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. 
 
This isn’t simply about Jesus getting up to read some randomly assigned 
passage for the day. 
This isn’t like one of us looking at the schedule and saying,  
“Oh, it’s my turn to read the first lesson from the Old Testament.” 
According to Luke, Jesus “found the place”  
where these particular verses were on the scroll. 
He intentionally chose them. 
Jesus is up to something. 
Or maybe I should say, something is up in him. 
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The Spirit of the Lord is upon him,  
the same Spirit that descended upon him at his baptism,  
that filled and led him in the wilderness,  
and returned with him to Galilee. 
Something is stirring within him. 
 
In Luke’s gospel, what Jesus reads and says today 
are his first public words. 
And he speaks them in the town in which he grew up, 
in the synagogue where he worshipped as a child, 
among the people who know him and his family. 
It’s almost as if he is saying,  
“I’m back and let me tell you who I am and what I am about.” 
Jesus is naming what God is concerned about in this world. 
He’s naming a truth  
as well as our responsibility for bringing that truth into existence.  
He’s describing the work and direction of his life. 
He’s taking a stand. A very public stand. 
 
And, frankly, that is alarming. 
Not so much for Jesus’ sake but for mine. 
All my questions about Jesus, what he felt and saw— 
that’s more about me than it is about him. 
That’s me projecting onto Jesus my own worry, anxiety and fear about 
taking a public stand about who I am and the direction of my life, 
about naming and embodying God’s concerns for the world, 
about giving existence to God’s truth in my choices,  
my relationships, my life. 
 
How far will I go for this gospel I claim to love and follow? 
What am I willing to do and what am I not? 
These are choices I make every day— 
as your pastor, as a preacher and teacher in the church,  
as a wife, a parent and grandparent, a sister, an aunt and godmother,  
as a friend and neighbor, as an American citizen, as a Lutheran, 
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and just plain old Susan with all the particulars, needs and desires of life 
that I struggle and wrestle with so many choices every day. 
 
Because what I see in the world and read in the life of Jesus  
is that more often than not,  
the gospel asks us to make a choice,  
to take a stand,  
that will inconvenience us, be contrary to our self-interest,  
or put us in conflict and even opposition  
with others, ourselves, our family, our country, our religion. 
 
Here’s what I mean: For God so loved the world is great  
but love your enemies—not so much. 
I am happy for good news to be brought to the poor, but I resist even the 
idea of selling all my possessions and giving the money to the poor. 
We claim family as the most important thing in our lives and then Jesus 
goes and says that  
whoever does note father and mother, wife and children, brothers and 
sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be [his] disciple. 
And what about turning the other cheek?  
And risking welcoming a stranger? 
Oh . . . and forgiving as I have been forgiven, let alone the same person 
or the same trespass seventy-times-seven. 
 
So yes, preaching and living the gospel . . . is challenging and humbling, 
to say the very least.  
No one who has thought about it with any gravitas  
would find it an easy thing to do.  
In fact, Martin Luther—a great preacher by nearly anyone’s standards—
was terrified every time he went into the pulpit. 
He wrote about this in a letter to encourage another preacher who was 
reluctant to accept the call to preach: 
I feared the pulpit perhaps as greatly as you do . . .  
ah, how I feared the pulpit! . . . I advanced fifteen arguments [to 
decline]my call. But they did me no good. 
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And, as we all know . . . with God’s help,  
Martin Luther did make quite a public stand. 
 
But you don’t have to be an ordained minister  
to have fears and concerns about taking a stand,  
about embodying and living the gospel. 
We know, as baptized Christians, 
there is a claim and a call on our lives  
that we sometimes do not want to hear or heed. 
We know how easy and tempting it is  
to let the gospel go in one ear and out the other. 
We know that if Jesus’ words are fulfilled in our hearing today  
then we will have to change, we will need to take a stand. 
 
Perhaps that’s why we can so easily talk and laugh about the difference 
between preaching and meddling. 
Preaching is okay but meddling is not. 
 
Well, here’s the thing. Jesus doesn’t just preach, he meddles. 
He is not the answer, but a question awaiting a response. 
Jesus is trouble for the status quo  
and an interruption to business as usual. 
He did not come to bring peace but a sword. 
He says the last will be first and the first will be last. 
His world is one in which the hungry are filled with good things  
and the rich are sent away empty. 
That’s the promise within today’s gospel. 
Jesus promises a new life and a new ordering of that life. 
We are either the keepers or breakers of that promise. 
There is no neutral stand when it comes to Jesus. 
We all take a stand. 
The only question is where we stand. 
 
For what and with whom do you and I stand. 
Where do we struggle with this and where are we doing okay with it? 
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This is less about what we believe  
and more about how we live what we believe. 
It’s about taking a position, not just asserting a position. 
That’s the challenge Jesus set before the people in the synagogue. 
It’s the path and way of living for we the baptized. 
 
Quite a few years ago now,  
I was thunderstruck by a response that a recent Confirmand  
wrote in response to what does it mean to be baptized. 
She wrote: The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. 
Wow! My mind was blown that such a young person totally nailed  
what it means to be baptized, to be a disciple. 
 
If you’re not so sure about that, let me read what is promised at your 
baptism and when you were Confirmed: 
You have made public profession of your faith. 
Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy 
baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God 
and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in 
Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the 
example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all earth? 
And the baptized respond: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
This is, as I just said, our path, our way of living and relating. 
It’s not a checklist of things to do. 
But how far down that path are we willing to go? 
And where and with whom will you and I stand? 
 
With God’s help and guidance, we will preach the good news in word 
and in deed. Thanks be to God! 


