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Sermon for Christmas II Year C 2022 
Make Way for the Image of God 

 
 
It’s the second Sunday of Christmas  
but the ninth day of the twelve days  
of the feast of the Nativity of Our Lord . . .  
just think there are only four more days until the feast of the Epiphany – 
or as some call it “Little Christmas”— 
and we can take down all the decorations,  
the tree is undressed and either thrown to the curb  
or boxed up for next year, 
and our nativity scenes will be boxed up until next year. 
Are you—as I am—anxious to get back to “normal” life— 
Christmas behind us, on to the next thing, the new year? 
Even though the church lingers over the feast—giving it twelve days— 
we are moving on, asking each other “How was your Christmas?” 
instead of asking the more liturgically correct question: 
“How is your Christmas celebration going?” 
The assumption we all make right around December 26th is that 
Christmas is over. 
The same assumption underlies the birthday wishes to Jesus— 
“Happy birthday, Jesus” suggests that Christmas is the celebration of a 
past event, an anniversary. 
Which is the reason why the tree will be taken down—if it hasn’t been 
already—the decorations packed away and the leftovers thrown out. 
 
I point these things out not as criticisms or judgments. 
No, my observations are diagnostic,  
a recognition that we are an event driven people. 
We tend to live our lives from one event to the next. 
If you don’t think so . . . take a look at your calendar. 
If yours is anything like mine, it is a schedule of events. 
Our days are full of events and if there is a day or two with no scheduled 
happenings or events then we say things like, 
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“Nothing is going on that day” or 
“I am not doing anything that day” 
As if there is no life, nothing to learn or discover,  
nothing to experience on those days. 
How very different from how the evangelist John understands 
Christmas, life, and humanity! 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. 
What has come into being in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. 
 
This, for the Gospel of John, is the Christmas story and it is set in the 
context of creation . . . In the beginning. 
Creation is not an event of the past  
but the ongoing life of God with God’s people. 
In this magnificent prologue in the Gospel of John, 
the evangelist echoes and continues the Genesis story of creation. 
In the beginning God said, “Let there be . . .” 
And there was . . . land, sky, vegetation,  
living creatures from the earth,  
and humankind made in the image and likeness of God. 
Christmas is God continuing to give life to God’s people. 
 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us. 
This is Christianity’s central and earth-shattering announcement. 
It is the mystery in which lies the heart  
of our Christian faith and life, mission and ministry. 
It is the mystery which is unique to Christianity—that the one true and 
living God, the Creator, should pour out his very self into created flesh. 
This isn’t just a one-off experiment, which having riskily been tried in 
Jesus himself, God quickly gave up. 
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Part of the whole point of John’s Gospel is  
that when the Word made Flesh accomplishes his work  
of glory, love, and passion,  
he pours out his own Spirit on his followers so that they, too,  
can become Words-become-flesh. 
This, too, is stressed in these opening words of John’s gospel: 
But to all who received him, who believed in his name,  
he gave power to become children of God,  
who were born not of blood or the will of the flesh or of the will of man, 
but of God. 
In other words, new creation—born not in the normal way  
but with a new birth from God. 
Which is why the early church father, St. Gregory of Nyssa, said 
Christmas is the “festival of re-creation.” 
 
This festival of re-creation is God’s love for humanity. 
It is God entrusting God’s-self to human beings—to you, and to me. 
It is God’s affirmation of God’s grace and God’s longing to reclaim 
what has been lost, to reconcile us wholly and completely to himself. 
It is the sharing and exchanging of life between God and each of us. 
The Son of God became the son of man so that  
the sons and daughters of men  
might become sons and daughters of God. 
The finite containing the infinite: 
Divinity clothed in humanity  
so that humanity might be clothed in divinity. 
 
Just imagine what that means for us! 
It means we are holy and intended to be holy, 
not as an achievement on our own but as a gift of God. 
This is the gift of Christmas. 
We have been given the power to become children of God. 
 
God sees humanity as the opportunity and the means  
to reveal his grace, love, justice, and peace. 
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And, yet, we often use our faulty humanity as an excuse: 
“I’m only human,” we declare— 
as if God did not create something with the capacity to be very good. 
We forget or choose to ignore that each of us is a tangible, outward, and 
visible sign and carrier of the presence of Christ in the world. 
 
In the Jewish tradition, rabbis tell a story that each person has a 
procession of angels going before them and crying out,  
“Make way for the image of God.” 
Imagine how different our lives and the world would be if we lived with 
this as our reality and truth that guided our lives? 
Makes you look at those angels in Rockefeller Center a bit differently, 
doesn’t it? 
 

Yet, that is the truth of Christmas for us. 
It is also the Christmas truth for the person living next door, 
for those we love, 
for those we fear,  
for those who are like us and those who are different, 
for the stranger and for our enemies. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us. 
 

The implications are profound. 
It changes how we see ourselves and one another, 
the way we live—our words and our actions. 
It means that Christmas cannot be limited to an event. 
Christmas is a life to be lived, a way of being. 
It means that Christmas (like church) is more properly understood  
as a verb rather than a noun. 
So maybe we should stop asking, “How was your Christmas?” 
and start asking, “How are you Christ-massing?” 
 
Are you recognizing the Word become flesh in your own life? 
Are you recognizing the Word become flesh in the lives of others? 
Can you see the procession of angels and hear their voices— 
Make way for the image of God. 
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The Word became flesh and has never ceased living among us. 
The Word became flesh and will never cease living among us. 
So, make way. 
Wherever you go. 
Whatever you are doing. 
Whoever you are with. 
Make way for the image of God 
and Christmas your way through life. 
 
 
 
 
 


