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Sermon for All Saints Year B 2021 
Unbound Abundance 

 
Where have you laid him? Jesus asks. 
Lord, come and see . . . 
Interestingly, early in the gospel of John, 
the Lord—that is Jesus—says “come and see” 
to two would-be disciples who have asked Jesus where he is staying. 
Now it is Jesus who is bade to “come and see.” 
It is Jesus who sees more than the tomb of his beloved friend. 
 
Jesus sees the grief borne out of a deep loneliness in Mary and Martha. 
They are lonely. 
Lonely for their brother. 
Lonely for Jesus. 
Lonely for the life they used to have. 
They are alone in their loss and they feel abandoned. 
 
Do you know this feeling of aloneness, too? 
I know I have felt it and I think all of us have at one time or another. 
In fact, loneliness is one of the great maladies of our world, especially 
more so in the wake of the pandemic shut-downs.  
Feeling disconnected, feelings of loss and loneliness have arisen widely 
across generations during the height of the pandemic and persist today. 
 
At the center of our loneliness lies a sense of scarcity. 
It’s that feeling that there just isn’t enough, 
a feeling that our world is being torn apart, 
and that we are lost in that tear. 
I’ve seen and heard about this more and more during the past year. 
At the bottom of the tear in our world is the loneliness of family and 
friends of all those who have died because of Covid. 
At the bottom of that tear, too, is the loneliness of refugees who have 
had to leave their homes, families, friends, and country. 
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At the bottom of that tear we will find the loneliness of someone  
who lost their job . . . or the loneliness of someone diagnosed  
with a critical illness. 
The bottom of the tear is filled with the loneliness of a world that is 
broken, suffering and grieving. 
And . . . that tear is filled with weeping and tears. 
 
Looking at all that we can become overwhelmed by a sense of 
scarcity—whether it’s yours or mine or the world’s. 
We can be frightened by the loneliness of the gospel, 
When our hearts and souls are stretched thinly  
and we stand between God’s voice and our own voice. 
I suspect there have been times when loneliness and a sense of scarcity 
have overwhelmed and frightened each one of us. 
 
When loneliness and scarcity overtake us,  
we often get defensive and take things too personally.  
We may feel that we need to put “me and mine” first. 
We live in fear. 
Some of us get overly busy . . . restlessly searching  
for the next thing to fill and gratify us. 
We begin second guessing and rewriting our lives  
with a lot of “if only-s” 
 
Lord, come and see. 
 
And the gospel tells us Jesus began to weep. 
He knows the abyss of loneliness. 
And Jesus will experience it in Peter’s denial, 
Judas’ kiss, a night in Gethsemane,  
and the humiliation and pain of the cross. 
Jesus is the one who befriends us in our aloneness. 
 
 



 3 

 
What is it you want Jesus to come and see in your life today? 
If you were to name your loneliness today, what would it be? 
What is the scarcity in your life you are seeking to fill? 
 
Where does it hurt? 
What is your need? 
Who or what is your Lazarus that needs to be awakened and unbound? 
 
This invitation for Jesus to come and see  
is about more than particular circumstances or events. 
It is our invitation for Jesus to come and see  
the things we fear in our lives,  
to come and see our loneliness and our scarcity. 
Wherever there is scarcity in my life, I am dying. 
Wherever there is scarcity in your life, you are dying. 
Mary and Martha were dying that day. 
Scarcity is always a thief of life. 
 
Mary and Martha, however, refused to let the thief get away this time. 
They could no longer contain their loneliness, the scarcity in their lives. 
Mary said, Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
Martha said, Lord, already here is a stench 
because he has been dead four days. 
They are naming the scarcity in their lives  
and they are opening themselves to the abundance of Jesus. 
That is what this day’s feast is all about. 
All Saints is a day to name and release our scarcity. 
It’s a day of abundance . . . the abundance of God’s grace. 
A day to unbind the abundant grace that is already ours. 
 
If the saints of this life and those who have gone before us  
have anything to teach us,  
it’s about the abundance of God’s grace 
and the abundant life God offers. 
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It is Mary proclaiming that God has filled the hungry with good things. 
It is the old prophet Simeon declaring that his eyes have seen  
God’s salvation and he is free to depart in peace. 
It is Julian of Norwich exclaiming that “All shall be well, all shall be 
well, you yourself will see that every manner of thing shall be well.” 
It’s John Sudde of Uvalde sayings to us,  
We are much blessed and God is still in the healing business. 
It is the apostle Paul telling us, “what no eye has seen, nor ear heard  
nor heart conceived what God has prepared for those who love him.” 
 
The saints know that neither scarcity nor abundance are about quantity. 
They are conditions of our life of faith. 
More often than not we want to quantify scarcity and abundance. 
But I have to wonder . . . why do we do that? 
Mary’s and Martha’s loneliness and scarcity  
will not be healed with more money,  
more power over others, or a greater position in society. 
And . . . what is true for these two sisters, is just as true for us. 
The antidote to our scarcity mentality and loneliness is not more. 
It’s abundance . . . the abundance that is God’s grace. 
God’s abundant grace is the medicine  
that heals our hearts and minds of scarcity thinking and feeling. 
That’s what Mary and Martha really wanted, needed. 
And it’s what we want and need, too. 
We want and need our hearts and minds,  
our faith, our hope to be made whole, 
To be made well. 
 
We all want to live the fullness of life. 
We want to live with integrity and meaning and purpose. 
We want to know that our life matters  
and that the values we hold make a difference not just for ourselves . . . 
but for the lives of others, for the life of the world,  
and for the common good of all. 
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We want to be connected to something larger and greater,  
beyond ourselves. 
We want to be abundant—to know the abundance of grace. 
 
Whatever your story of loneliness and scarcity might be,  
Jesus’ response to you is the same as it was to Martha. 
Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God? 
With those words Jesus is moving the conversation  
from one about scarcity—Lord, come and see . . . this tomb . . . 
to one of abundance, Lazarus come out! 
The glory of God is to be fully alive, to be abundant with life. 
Isn’t that what Jesus said he came for? 
I can that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 
 
Jesus is always calling forth abundance from what looks like scarcity. 
He turns water into wine. 
He feeds over five thousand men, women and children  
with just five loaves and two fish. 
He calls four-days dead Lazarus out of the tomb. 
 
Our work is not to get an abundance we do not have. 
Our work is to unbind, by the grace of God, 
the abundance of life that is already ours. 
 
What if, instead of dwelling too long in the “death-valley” of scarcity,  
we lived from a place of abundant grace? 
How might our lives change . . . not just individually, 
but communally—as a family, a community, a nation and the church? 
This is not about ignoring or closing our eyes  
to the pain of the world or even of our own lives,  
but it is adjusting our view,  
our perspective or focus away from scarcity as our default setting. 
That is what changes and transforms life. 
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So, think now, about a time when you experienced abundant grace  
and how your life was transformed? 
Think about a person—a saint—in your life  
who showed you the way of abundance  
through difficult or challenging times. 
Think about a time or a person who helped you see the goodness of life, 
perhaps making you weep, and all you could say, was “thank you.” 
 
There are so many diverse and varied ways to experience abundance, 
the abundance that is God’s grace. 
They are as much a miracle as water turned into wine in an instant, 
the feeding of the five thousand,  
or the new life given to Lazarus and his sisters. 
 
That’s how I want to live. 
I want to hear Jesus’ call my life forth from the many deaths  
that threaten to entomb me, and be empowered by God’s grace 
to stand against the scarcity mentality of the world. 
I want to unbind Lazarus and let him go. 
 
What would it mean for us, the church,  
serving right here in Hasbrouck Heights,  
if we were to unbind and release abundant grace 
in our life together today? 
 
Now that, I imagine, would really be something to see! 
 
 
 
 
 
 


