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July 14, 2019 
Luke 10:25-37 

 
Good morning!  As some of you may know, I recently returned from 
Bosnia and had the privilege of traveling to that country as a member 
of the Bosnia International Servant Team, an initiative started by 
Lutherans here in New Jersey 20 years ago in the aftermath of a civil 
war that took place from 1992 to 1996.  By means of these annual trips, 
we seek to build and live in relationships with people in this post-war 
country and, in Christian love, serve our neighbors.  So I greet you this 
morning in the language of Bosnia, “Dobro Jutro!”  Good morning! 
 
Today’s gospel text is one that I am sure is familiar to us, many of us 
having probably heard it in Sunday School.  And how do we hear this 
story?  Do we form opinions or make judgments about any of the 
people in the story?  The parables of Jesus are designed as teaching 
moments, and this morning we are invited once again to listen and 
learn.  
 
Who are the listeners when Jesus tells this parable, a parable that is 
found only in Luke’s Gospel?  We know that a few chapters later, when 
Jesus tells the trilogy of parables about a lost sheep, a lost coin, and a 
lost son, Luke writes that among those listening were tax collectors and 
sinners who came to hear what Jesus had to say. And then there were 
also the Pharisees and scribes who were grumbling because Jesus dared 
to invite and associate with those who were considered outcasts.  So I 
imagine perhaps that those listening to the parable in today’s gospel 
included a similar group of folks. 
 
Now this parable is surrounded by what is called a frame story. Verses 
25-29 provide the opening and context with a lawyer approaching Jesus 
with a question, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  And in good 
rabbinic tradition, Jesus responds to the lawyer’s question with a 
question, “What is written in the law?”  Some translations describe the 
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lawyer as an expert in the Law of Moses, that is, someone trained to 
interpret and teach the law of Jewish tradition.  And the lawyer 
responds to Jesus’ question by quoting from the Torah those verses 
that speak of loving God and loving one’s neighbor, to which Jesus 
affirms that the lawyer has answered correctly.  But for the lawyer, this 
is not enough.  Luke writes that the lawyer seeks to justify himself by 
asking, “who is my neighbor?”  In other words, what his question really 
implies is, “Where do I draw the line? … Who is not my neighbor?” For 
the lawyer, his understanding of “neighbor” probably referred only to 
other Jews.   And then Jesus proceeds with the parable. 
 
Since the parable begins with a man coming from Jerusalem and going 
down to Jericho, the implication is that he was probably a Jew.  Jericho 
is 800 feet below sea level and is located about 16 miles northeast of 
Jerusalem.  Since Jerusalem is 2500 feet above sea level, the route to 
Jericho is downhill and was known to be treacherous and dangerous.  
The man is robbed and beaten and stripped – stripped you also might 
say of his identity – and left to die.  Those who happen to pass by – a 
priest and a Levite – understood that touching such an individual, 
especially the victim’s blood, would, according to the Law of Moses, 
make them unclean and they would need to undergo a cleansing 
ceremony before being allowed in the temple again.  So they choose to 
pass by on the other side. 
 
Along comes the Samaritan who sees the injured man, not questioning 
the wounded man’s identity, but sees only someone in need.  He not 
only binds up the man’s wounds, but arranges for his extended care.  
Now in Jesus’ day, Jews held Samaritans in contempt.  Yet the victim, 
probably a Jew, is ignored by fellow Jews, but rescued by an outsider, a 
Samaritan, one considered an enemy.  So, how would those listening to 
this parable, have heard and understood it?  Would the parable have 
caused grumbling among any religious leaders who might have been 
listening?  Would the parable have made them uncomfortable?  Often, 
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I think, Jesus’ teachings are designed to do just that … jolt us out of our 
comfort zones.  How do you hear this story? 
 
We now come to the closing frame, verses 36-37, with Jesus asking the 
lawyer, so, “who was the neighbor?” And the lawyer’s response?  “The 
one who showed mercy.”  In other words, being a neighbor involves 
more than just doing good.  It is about showing mercy. The parable 
teaches us that the Samaritan, when seeing the injured man, was 
moved with pity.  He had compassion for him – compassion, a word 
that means to suffer with or to enter into the suffering of another.  And 
Jesus’ closing response is “Go and do likewise.” 
 
There is a book called, “Parables from the Back Side,” and in reading 
about the parable which is widely known as the Parable of the Good 
Samaritan, the writer’s perspective is not so much on the Samaritan, 
but on the man in the ditch – someone who had probably never 
associated with a Samaritan but who now must accept aid from this 
outsider, this despised Samaritan.  How did he feel about this 
experience?  Was he open to receiving help from this stranger, one 
regarded as his enemy? 
 
Perhaps we, too, are like the one in the ditch, in need of being rescued 
by a merciful outsider, as represented by the Samaritan.  And who 
might that rescuer be?  I like to think it is Jesus himself who comes and 
touches us, who picks us up, heals us, and carries us to his inn, the 
church, and gives us new meaning and purpose to life, new work to do.  
That is why the story ends with Jesus saying, “Go and do likewise.”  
Once we have been lifted from the ditch, once we have had our 
wounds healed by the one who sacrificed himself for us, we too 
become God’s agents of mercy and compassion, loving God with all our 
heart and soul and strength and mind, and loving our neighbor as 
ourselves. 
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Learning about who is our neighbor I believe is what motivates 
Lutherans in New Jersey to make this annual trip to Bosnia, and this 
year marked the 20th time.  Bosnia is described as a heart-shaped land 
in southeastern Europe.  Prior to the war, Sarajevo, the capital of 
Bosnia, was known as the Jerusalem of eastern Europe, because of the 
harmonious coexistence of Muslims, Jews, and Christians.  Some of you 
may remember that Sarajevo hosted the Winter Olympics in 1984.  
Three main people groups inhabit the country – Bosniaks, Croats, and 
Serbs.  The Bosniaks are primarily Muslim, the Croats Catholic, and the 
Serbs Orthodox. In Sarajevo, a mosque, a synagogue, a Catholic, and an 
Orthodox church are within easy walking distance of each other.  Sadly, 
23 years since the end of the war, while much reconstruction has taken 
place, there are still scars from the war, -- bullet-pocked buildings and 
places that are still entrenched in ethnic divisions, and segregated 
schools still exist.  But visiting the 7 Friendship Camps in schools around 
the country, in the laughter of children from these various population 
groups, one witnesses signs of love, peace, and hope. In the town of 
Srebrenica, for example, we encountered God’s active presence  – a 
town in which more than 8,000 men and boys were executed over a 
period of three days.  And a group, now known as the Mothers of 
Srebrenica, works to bring peace and healing.  At the cemetery stands a 
memorial stone on which is inscribed this prayer:  
  
 In the Name of God, The Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate, 
 We pray to Almighty God, May grievance become hope, 
 May revenge become justice, May mothers’ tears become prayers 
 That Srebrenica never happens again, 
 To no one and nowhere!  
 
One of the joys of this trip was the music and the songs we sang with 
the children at the Friendship Camps.  Our musician was Larry Olsen 
from South Dakota.  He is a member of a group known as Dakota Road, 
a group that has performed at various Lutheran Youth Gatherings and 
events around the country.  Larry has traveled with the Bosnia Mission 
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Team for the past 18 years and he is affectionately known as “Larry 
Gaga”!  The music he writes is life-affirming and focuses on love and 
peace.  One of the songs has these words: 
 Your love, your love has no borders; 
 Your love, your love has no walls; 
 Your love, your love has no limits; 
 You love the world; your love is here for all. 
 
I’ve brought with me this morning something for your church.  This 
banner was made by Ankica, a Bosnian Croat who lives with her 
husband with no visible means of support.  She started to embroider at 
age 12 and learned from her mother. Sarajevo Phoenix is an 
organization that enables women to reclaim their dignity through 
meaningful work.  These women are Croats, Muslims, and Orthodox 
who believe in a multi-ethnic Bosnia-Herzegovina.  Some are refugees, 
some have lost their homes in the 44-month siege of Sarajevo, others 
are widows who lost their husbands in the carnage of war.  The 
women’s courage and will to survive is rooted in the diversity each 
brings to the whole like the fabric they embroider. 
 
I would like to conclude now with a prayer that was included in our 
travel team’s daily devotional guide. It is written by John Philip Newell 
from his book, “Praying with the Earth: A Prayerbook for Peace.” 
 May our enemy become our friend, O God, 
  that we may share earth’s goodness. 
 May our enemy become our friend, O God, 
  that our children may meet and marry.  
 May our enemy become our friend, O God, 
  that we may remember our shared birth in you. 
 May we grow in grace; may we grow in gratitude; 
  may we grow in wisdom 
  that our enemy may become our friend. 
 

Amen. 


