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WELCOME! If you are visiting Holy Trinity today, our congregation extends you a most heartfelt welcome. We hope
you will join in our worshipful response to God’s grace through song, prayer, and fellowship. If you wish, fill out the
visitor’s card found in the pew racks and place it in the offering plate at the time of the gathering of gifts.
May we have the eyes to see that no visitor arrives without a gift
and no guest leaves without a blessing.
--John O’Donohue from To Bless the Space Between Us

Lessons and Carols for Advent
Based on the O Antiphons
Third Sunday of Advent—16 December 2018
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist
Evangelical Lutheran Worship—Setting Eight

GATHERING

INTRODUCTION
The O Antiphons are a set of medieval refrains originally used before and after
the singing of the Magnificat. They were in use already in the eighth century.
Each invokes the Messiah under a different title derived from the Old Testament.
This title is then amplified, and followed by an appeal to "come" and save us
in a particular way. Around the twelfth century, they were collected into a Latin
verse hymn, which was later translated by John Mason Neale, finally becoming
the beloved Advent hymn "O come, O come, Emmanuel.” These antiphons form the structure of this service. The
corresponding stanza of "O come, O come, Emmanuel" is sung for each of the seven antiphons.

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
The assembly stands as a procession forms behind the Paschal candle and proceeds to the Advent wreath.
GATHERING PROCESSION AND SONG
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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Sing verse 1; see next page.
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Lighting the Advent Wreath
P
The prophet Isaiah tells how God comes to us—through someone who receives God’s
spirit, and through a community that hears the good news.
The congregation sings the canticle, as the third candle is lit and repeats it at the conclusion of the prayer.

P
C

Let us pray.
We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks
our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.
Risen Christ, Light of the world, shine in our lives
and shine among us now.
2

P
A
C

As we light the candles on this wreath, strengthen our hearts,
as we await the Lord’s coming in glory.
Enlighten us with your grace,
that we may serve our neighbors in need.

P
C

The Spirit and the church cry out:
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Greeting
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray. A brief silence.
C

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son.
By his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The assembly is seated.

3

Word

FIRST ANTIPHON: O Wisdom
(sung by the women)
O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh:
in strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 40:3–5
A
A reading from Isaiah:
3
A voice cries out:
"In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
5
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken."
FIRST CAROL

Prepare the Royal Highway
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SECOND ANTIPHON: O Lord of Might
(sung by the men)
O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on Sinai's height
in ancient times you gave the law in cloud, and majesty, and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
SECOND LESSON: Exodus 6:2–7a
A
A reading from Exodus:
2
God also spoke to Moses and said to him: "I am the LORD. 3I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob as God Almighty, but by my name 'The LORD' I did not make myself known to them. 4I
also established my covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which they
resided as aliens. 5I have also heard the groaning of the Israelites whom the Egyptians are holding
as slaves, and I have remembered my covenant. 6Say therefore to the Israelites, 'I am the LORD,
and I will free you from the burdens of the Egyptians and deliver you from slavery to them. I will
redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. 7I will take you as my
people, and I will be your God.
SECOND CAROL

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Verse 1 sung by Cantor
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THIRD ANTIPHON: O Branch of Jesse
(Sung by all)
O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan's tyranny;
from depths of hell your people save, and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
THIRD READING: Isaiah 11:1–6, 10
A
A reading from Isaiah:
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
3
His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear;
4
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
5
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
6
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.
10
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of
him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.
THIRD CAROL

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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FOURTH ANTIPHON: O Key of David
(Sung by women)
O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav'nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
FOURTH LESSON: Isaiah 42:5–9
A A reading from Isaiah:
5
Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it:
6
I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness,
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations,
7
to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
8
I am the LORD, that is my name;
my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols.
9
See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth, I tell you of them.
FOURTH CAROL

Comfort, Comfort Now My People
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FIFTH ANTIPHON: O Dayspring
(Sung by men)
O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; O Sun of justice, now draw near.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death's dark shadow put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
FIFTH LESSON: Luke 1:68–79
A A reading from Luke:
68
"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has looked favorably on his people
and redeemed them.
69
He has raised up a mighty savior for us
in the house of his servant David,
70
as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
71
that we would be saved from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us.
72
Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors,
and has remembered his holy covenant,
73
the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us 74that we,
being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear,
75
in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
76
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
77
to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins.
78
By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us,
79
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace."
FIFTH CAROL

Blessed Be the God of Israel
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Continued on next page.
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SIXTH ANTIPHON: O King of Nations
(Sung by all)
O come, O King of nations, come, O Cornerstone that binds in one:
refresh the hearts that long for you; restore the broken, make us new
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
SIXTH LESSON: Isaiah 35:4–7a
A A reading from Isaiah:
4
Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
"Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you."
5
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
6
then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
7
the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water.
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SIXTH CAROL

Savior of the Nations, Come

ELW 263

The assembly stands in body or in spirit.
SEVENTH ANTIPHON: O Emmanuel (Sung by all)
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
Seventh Lesson: Isaiah 7:14
P A reading from Isaiah:
14
Therefore the LORD himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and
shall bear a son, and shall name him Emmanuel.
SEVENTH CAROL

Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
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continued on next page.
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RESPONSIVE PRAYER
A Our world stumbles blindly toward chaos—
C come, source of wisdom, and reveal yourself to us.
What we imagine to be strength is really weakness—
come, mighty Lord, and fill us with your true strength.
We long for a standard to look up to—
come, Root of Jesse, claim us as your own.
We languish in prisons of mind and spirit—
come, Key of David, and set us free.
The darkness grows thick around us—
come, Light of light, and dawn upon us.
We are scattered, lacking a sure leader—
come, Prince of peace, and lead us.
We need to know that God is with us—
come, Emmanuel, and dwell in our hearts.
C Amen.
The assembly is seated.
MEAL

GATHERING THE GIFTS
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
During this time, the table is set.
The assembly stands as gifts of bread, wine and money are brought forward

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS

All Earth is Hopeful
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Offertory Prayer
A Let us pray. God of abundance,
we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation
and with them our very lives.
C Teach us patience and hope
as we care for all those in need
until the coming of your Son,
our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

13

P

It is our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER—Thanksgiving at the Table
P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will,
and for Joseph’s obedience.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
P
Gathered together in the presence of Emmanuel, God-with-us,
let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
Invitation to Communion—Breaking of the Bread
P God fills the hungry with good things.
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
COMMUNION
We believe in the presence of Christ in, with, and under the bread and wine.
All who hunger for the Bread of life and thirst for the cup of salvation
are invited to the Lord’s Table. Those who are not receiving may come forward for a blessing.
Please approach the chancel from the center aisle, as directed by the ushers, and kneel at the
altar rail. The communion bread is distributed by the presiding minister; the wine is distributed
by the assisting ministers and may be received either by pouring, common cup or intinction
(dipping the bread in the wine). Grape juice is available by pouring or intinction from the silver
chalice.
You may remain kneeling after receiving the bread and wine for personal reflection and prayer.
Please return to your pew by the side aisles.
The assembly sings the canticle in the pew before coming forward to receive communion.
Canticle Lamb of God
See next page.
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Music During Communion

Organ Voluntary

When all have communed, the assembly stands.
Post-Communion Blessing:
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

Praise to You, O God of Mercy
See next page.
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Prayer after Communion
A Let us pray. God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when
the hungry will be fed with good things.
C Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
SENDING

Sending of Communion
P Gracious God, whose mercy endures from generation to generation: As Mary set out to
visit Elizabeth before she gave birth to her son, bless those who go forth to share your
word and sacrament with our sisters and brothers who reside at Wellington Hall.
C In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom we bring this
communion, that through the body and blood of your Son we may all know the hope
of your promised coming in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
P The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy;
The Lord look upon with favor + and give you peace.
C Amen.
PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

P
C

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say, "Peace be with you," or similar
words.

SENDING SONG

Rejoice, Rejoice Believers
See next page.
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DISMISSAL

P
C

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God we will!

Postlude
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Serving Today
Acolyte:
Worship Assistant:
Lectors:
Ushers:
Altar Guild:
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Living faithfully. Renewing hope. Sharing God’s love.
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