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2020 Vision—Looking Back, Looking Forward 
 
 
Twenty-twenty. 
When I say those two words,  
I wonder if they should be a statement or a question. 
A lot of things could be said about 2020— 
as we just heard from some members of our church council. 
One thing that stands out for me today  
as we hold our Annual Congregation Meeting— 
which has both very typical yet unique aspects to it— 
we are always in need of discerning our way forward, 
whether as individuals, as families or as a congregation. 
We are always in need of a vision, of good sight— 
both inward and outward. 
The past year has asked us to listen and look more deeply and patiently 
to discern what living faithfully, renewing hope, and sharing God’s love 
look like in these times, in these circumstances. 
 
The circumstances of the pandemic have asked of us many things 
and we have had to make some difficult decisions. 
• To keep everyone safe in our congregation, we have had to 

discontinue worshipping in person and have gathered online for 
worship and prayers, study, meetings and fellowship. 

• Whenever we have gathered in person, we did so outside and with 
masks and physical distancing. 

• We have had to let go of most of our hands-on ministries like the 
cooking for the Family Promise Walk-In dinners, Stitch-One-
Share-One, and WELCA and SWIM projects. 

• We had to let go of plans and expectations for the celebration of 
our 100th Anniversary 

 
Though it has been ten months, it still feels strange. 
It feels at times as if we have been exiled from our homeland, 
from the way things used to be, 
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from what was familiar and comfortable . . .  
and maybe even taken for granted. 
For many of us, it feels like we are living in a foreign land, 
waiting and wanting to go home. 
 
Right now, we don’t know yet when we will “get to go home.” 
I hope and pray that with the vaccines 
and continued use of masks and physical distancing 
we can return sooner than later. 
But . . . our vision isn’t keen enough to know  
precisely when that will be. 
So what do we do in the meantime? 
 
The prophet Jeremiah had something to say about this. 
He wrote a letter to the Israelites after they had been exiled from their 
homeland and were living in a foreign land. 
They were in Babylon waiting and wanting to go home  
and here’s what he said: 
Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I 
have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 
Build houses and live in them; 
plant gardens and eat what they produce . . . 
multiply there, and do not decrease. 
But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, 
and pray to the Lord on its behalf,  
for in its welfare you will find your welfare. 
 
This is another way of saying that life has changed, not ended. 
It’s about finding what living faithfully, renewing hope and sharing 
God’s love looks like in this land, in this place, and in this time. 
We continue to build, plant, multiply, seek, pray, and do not decrease. 
We continue to seek the welfare of our neighbors. 
In many ways, I think that is what we did this past year. 
Here’s what it looked like: 
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• First, the church never closed.  The building was “closed,” but we 
the church—the body of Christ—gathered online to worship and 
pray and fellowship together. 

• When we did gather in person, we kept our distance and wore 
masks, but we never left one another. 

• We made phone calls and sent text messages and emails even notes 
asking, “How are you? Do you need anything?” 

• We greeted familiar faces online and even welcomed new ones. 
We connected in new ways and remembered what really matters. 

• We prayed for healthcare providers, essential workers, for our 
country and for each other and ourselves. 

• We cared for people through donations of food and financial 
support that reached out to neighbors both here in Hasbrouck 
Heights but also across the country and beyond. 

• We rejoiced together at the birth of our granddaughter. 
• And we mourned together over the deaths of loved ones and even 

those we did not know who were victims of Covid. 
 
All of this is to say we have not been abandoned and we do not stand 
alone. The darkness cannot overcome the light of faith, hope, and love. 
The light of Christ shines still and always will. 
That light abides in you. 
You are the bearers of the light of Christ into the world. 
Your presence makes a difference because you bring the light of Christ 
with you. 
 
Yes, I know that 2020 has been a year with disappointments, 
discouragement, frustrations, fear and anger about what we are not doing 
and what we cannot do. 
I wish I could take all that away for you and for me. 
I wish I could set before you a clear vision for 2021. 
But I can’t. 
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Every year at our Annual Meeting, we generally have a time of planning 
and visioning for the year ahead. 
But this year . . . we just don’t know. 
Yet, this I do know. 
There is one who holds that vision for us. 
The prophet Jeremiah spoke of that one in that letter to the exiles, 
saying: “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” 
 
No, I can’t tell you today what that future looks like, 
but I do trust that its there. 
I can’t tell you today when that future will arrive, 
but I trust that it is coming. 
I can’t tell you today how that future will happen, 
but I trust that when it does we will be part of it and  
we know the One who will be there with us. 
 
Until that day, we need to continue  
to keep watch and listen deeply and patiently. 
We need to keep our eyes, ears, and hearts open to one another 
and to the one who holds our future. 
We must be attuned to what is happening around us 
and to what is being asked of us. 
For now, we do well to be mindful and remember the presence and 
connection we experienced when we gathered together in person— 
offering and receiving the peace of Christ, 
singing as one, kneeling side by side around the altar. 
Keep these things in mind and remember that all shall be well. 
 
It’s been a long time, too long, since we did all that and more. 
But remember it all . . . but in a new way. 
I’m not asking you to just remember the past. 
I’m asking you to remember the future. 
Remember it all forward. 
Remember your life forward. 
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Remember the lives of others forward. 
Remember our life together as a congregation forward. 
Remember the future. 
Remember it all with faith, hope, love and one another. 
 
If I have any vision for us in 2021, perhaps that is it. 
Remembering it all forward, remembering the future. 
 
Finally, thank you. 
Thank you for your support, your prayers, your patience, your 
faithfulness—not just in this past year, 
but for the nearly 12 years of our partnership in the gospel. 
I thank you and I thank God for you and the privilege of serving with 
and for you. 
 
 
 
 


