
WHO'S GOT TOOLS?
We are a broken people...BUT...believers are
made new! We can be repaired, restored and

refreshed by our Maker; given we use the
powerful tools He provides. We live with the

FREEDOM of having the resurrection power of
Jesus living within us!

Hear it from the LETLET
gals...

Let Go & Let God
LLouise, EEthel & TThelma
bring you JUNE/JULY
flavor: TANGERINE ~

GOT TOOLS?

Is there someone in your life that just rubs you the wrong way. You’ve gotten to the end of your rope,
and God is the knot and the glue that is the only thing you’re hanging onto? I call them sandpaper
people. Sandpaper is a great tool, but when it’s used the wrong way, it rubs you raw. When you handle
them in prayer, sandpaper people can smooth your own rough edges.
 
Have you ever worked with one? Served with one? Can I get a witness? It’s definitely a game of
spiritual warfare! It’s hard dealing with them isn’t it - especially when you’re not connecting with the
Lord in prayer! Maybe they have a low grit - the count of sharp particles per square inch of sandpaper -
leaving deep scratches on your spirit. Or they have a high, fine grit - trying to be sneaky about their
tactics, trying to sand you down.They really work at getting under your skin. Maybe they’re manipulative.
Maybe passive aggressive. Maybe narcissistic. I worked with a person who was a combination of all of
those rolled into a package that God told me to love on anyway. Get along with each other and forgive



each other. If someone does wrong to you, forgive that person because the Lord forgave you. Do all
these things; but most important, love each other. Love is what holds you all together in perfect
unity. Colossians 3:13-14
 
I kept doing a self-examination - wondering if I was gritty, as I knew Jesus’ teaching, from Matthew 7:1-
2, Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged,
and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. That’s a real tool from our toolkit, isn’t it?
Measuring?! We need to measure our own attitude. Your attitude determines your altitude. Let’s get our
tape measures out! Set your thoughts on things above, not on earthly things. Colossians 3:2.
I kept praying for patience and understanding in dealing with the difficulties of such a personality. The
Holy Spirit kept me on my toes, helping me sidestepping the landmines that kept sanding my path
forward. It was like stepping on the sharp tack-strip edging that holds carpeting. Just a bit drained from
all that sidestepping, I had left that job, and my former coworker found that she had underestimated my
value in the office. We had lunch one day about a year later. She said to me, “I didn’t realize that people
had more facets than I gave them credit for. I was trying to shove square people into round coffins by
sanding off their corners.”

When sandpaper people realize that our heart is in the right place, they eventually come around and
drop the offensive sandpaper acts. Have you ever noticed someone smoothing out after you prayed
over them? I have definitely seen the Lord’s sandpaper workmanship! We need the power-tool of
prayer, and we need to do his will. Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for
the Lord rather than for people.—Colossians 3:23. Amazing isn’t it?! A lot of this came out in
Colossians chapter 3 when I started examining my amazing tools!

Most especially we don’t need to stress or get even with people. God delivers his own justice when he
feels it’s appropriate. As Christians, we need to forgive others in love as shown in Colossians 3:13.
We need to love the unlovable, as they don’t know what to do with that. It can be disarming. It takes the
power from their weaker tools. I have seen it in action, and it’s amazing to behold when the power-tool
of prayer works miracles!
 
We also need to examine ourselves in every circumstance. Like Jesus said that in the same passage
of Matthew, in chapter 7:3-6. “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no
attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of
your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of
your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. We have got to
drop our own sandpaper, unless it’s used correctly.

If you’re finding you have an attitude in your self-examination, or that you have some “true grit,” you need
to sand some of your own edges! It’s the perfect tool. I sand myself off, using the Holy Spirit as my filter
to help me keep from taking things personally. My Bible is the ultimate instruction tool. Having God’s
Word to live by is my biggest power-tool! Life is not a DIY project.

It also helps to put on the armor of God from Ephesians 6. Sandpaper people are out there! They’re
really hard to avoid, so you have to develop God’s skin of steel that can withstand all that sanding.
Sometimes that person ends up buffing your armor until you end up looking shiny and new!

Sometimes it’s how we communicate that throws people into their sandpaper mode. You’ll find that it’s
often their own issues. If it’s their insecurities, you really have to dig into God’s toolbox and pray for the
right words. Put your armor on, and do some self-examination. Sand off your own edges. Keep using
your tools and you may just help someone discover that their real and most effective “power-tools” are
all things built by the Lord.

If this tool of sandpaper and self-examination resonates with you, there are many more that will be
shared at this year’s event, “The Scoop: What’s in Your Toolbox?” which will be held at St. Paul’s



Church on Saturday, September 7, 2019, from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm. You’ll find many different tools that
you can use, to examine your heart and face any problem that seems insurmountable. Check out the
information and go download your first tool. (A save the date card to invite your friends.) Visit our
website.

By Deb Littleton

REGISTER VIA OUR WEBSITE ONLINE
BEGINNING JULY 13TH. $10 PER PERSON

CHURCHES: HELP US
INVITE WOMEN IN OUR
COMMUNITY TO GET
BLESSED AT THIS
EVENT! SELL TICKETS
BETWEEN YOUR
WORSHIP SERVICES,

FOR 3 WEEKS PRIOR TO THE EVENT.
(Aug 18th, 25th and Sept. 1st)

Please contact Program Co-Chair to arrange to get some tickets and/or promo

materials to you: Janette Koslosky at Janette@sharethescoop.org

https://sharethescoop.org/the-scoop-whats-in-your-toolbox.
http://sharethescoop.org


SHALOM GREETINGS

REMEMBRANCE
by Teresa Mondragon

Shalom! (May you be full of well-being
and wholeness with the peace of
Christ)
 
This month's topic is remembrance.
We see God constantly telling us to
remember, to tell, and to pass on to
the generations. Deuteronomy 6 is
filled with instruction to the Israelites
to remember, keep and pass on His
promises and commands even as to

ways in which to keep His words right in front of them in sight (v 6:8). Deut 6:17 "You should diligently
keep the commandments of the Lord Your God and His testimonies and His statutes which He has
commanded you."            

The Hebrew verb for keep here is SHAMAR meaning to keep, to watch over, to observe, to celebrate, to
protect or guard. The image painted by the Hebrew word shamar is a sheepfold. When a shepherd
was out in the wilderness with his flock, he would gather thorn bushes to erect a corral to place his
flock in at night. The thorns would deter predators and thereby protect and guard the sheep from
harm. In the word shamar, we get the sense then that God’s wonders should be carefully guarded, like
treasure. This would then mean to never forget them or to let future generations forget them. In fact,
remembering and passing on His words to the generations were so important to him. When Moses
broke the tablets God had written with the 10 Commandments, God had Moses come back up on the
mountain and God Himself would uniquely inscribe these stones again by the "divine finger" of God
[we know clearly from passages such as Exod 31:18, 32:15-16 and 34:1].
                                                                                         
Remember when the Israelites were about to finally enter the promised land after wandering in the
desert for 40 years. They needed to do one final thing to get there and that was to cross over the Jordan
River. The waters of the Jordan river are at flood stage. God miraculously parts the river so that the
Israelites can cross over to enter the Promised Land. 
God appoints twelve men, one from each tribe to take a large stone from where the waters parted and
to place them where they camp that night to serve as an enduring memorial for their own generation
and future generations:  “In the future, when your children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ Tell
them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord… These stones
are to be a memorial to the people of Israel forever.”  (Joshua 4:6–7)  

Why does God constantly remind us to remember? I like to believe it's because He knows our
character (our humanness so to speak). He knows that we will always find that one more distraction in
our lives, the one more "I'll get to it as soon as I....". He knows how most of us will procrastinate (even
when we don't mean to) and just won't get to it. God also knows how important to us it is, not to forget.

Remembering leads us to a place of faith, repentance, obedience, understanding, rejoicing, hope and
faith. We remember the past things He has done, His blessings, the promises and covenants and the
lessons he has given to us to learn from, go forward from, to encourage us and let us know He is
always with us and He has a plan to keep us. Remembering His work in the past will give us reason to



rejoice in today, hope for our tomorrows and look forward to Eternal Life with him. Remembering His
Words and promises also gives us tools to use in our daily battles to use in fighting off the enemy.
In the Old Testament we are told to remember 121 to 137 times (depending on what version) and 27-
36 times in the New Testament. God has sent His Holy Spirit to help us in remembering (John 14:26).
It is not only us that remember God. God remembers us. He remembers us in His covenants, His
promises, as His people (children), and in His plans for us.  Whether it be stones, journals, symbols,
bible studies, memorizing scripture, fellow-shipping with others who love the Lord, personal reflection,
prayer or sharing with others about the Lord…let this become an important part of your everyday
walk with the Lord. God didn't idly ask us to remember Him but He has reminded us throughout all
scripture.

"Don't you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit,
who lives in you and was given to you by God? You do not

belong to yourself, for God bought you with a high price. So you
must honor God with your body."

1 Corinthians 6: 19-20

LIFT HIM UP...
EACH DAY

OK ladies it's time to get the arms and
shoulders in shape for July. No one likes
granny arms, lol! Start with 5 pound
weights and do 25 repetitions up to the
sky... every day. Graduate to 10 pounds
by week 2. As you are lifting both arms
you can be praising Jesus at the same
time saying: "I lift you up Lord! You are
my strength and my song!" By focusing
on Him you don't think about the
challenge of the exercise.

Meditate on each scripture below, answer the question



and pray to God...

“Wickedness never
brings stability, but the
godly have deep roots.”

Proverbs 12:3

How deep do you think
your roots are spiritually?
What steps can you take
to deepen those roots
today?

Lord,
My main purpose in life is
to know you better.
Forgive me for not
making this a priority.
Discipline me so that I
may reap the benefits of
having a deeper
relationship with you.
Amen

"Their idols are merely
things of silver and gold,

shaped by human
hands"

Psalm 115:4

Is there any indication that
we have placed someone
or something above
God?

Lord, realign my affection
for YOU, above all things.
I reserve my worship and
praise for you alone (Josh
24:14). My Love for you
holds the most value in
my heart. Amen

“I remember your
wonderful deeds of long
ago. They are constantly
in my thoughts. I cannot
stop thinking about your

mighty works. O God,
your ways are holy. Is

there any God as mighty
as you? You are the God

of great wonders!"
Psalm 77: 11-14

What miracle has been
revealed to you this past
week? How has He
shown you His majesty?

Lord, Thank you for the
miraculous ways you
have worked in the past.
Help me to remember
your power and
faithfulness when I can
only see hard times.
Amen

CONNECT & CULTIVATE
GROW YOUR SPIRITUAL ROOTS

SHARE LIFE TOGETHER



"You are all one in Christ Jesus." Galatians 3:28

On June 20, the board & servants of
SMI served a delicious dinner to our
Church Partners, Pastors & their
wives and top donors at the home of
Director Becki Brown. 17 were in
attendance to relax, enjoy fellowship

A flashlight: To shed light on His
WORD daily, applying it to our lives.
A Hammer: To "nail" down daily
PRAYER.
A heavenly GPS system: A most
powerful tool used to activate the Holy



with one another and celebrate unity in
Christ... as we Share His Love out into
our community.

Spirit within us, as we rely on it to
guide, lead and direct us with all
decisions.

"Chat & Chill" Summer break HSS small group
on

July 11th and August 1st
9:00 am to 11:00 am

Downtown Tracy World Coffee House
(69 W. 10th Street)
Drop-ins welcome!

HIS IMAGE WOMEN'S MINISTRY
PRESENTS

YOUR INVITED!
NEW CONNECTION "FUN"DRAISER FOR SMI

THIS SUMMER... YOU CAN SIGN UP NOW!
JUST CLICK ON THE Paradise Paint Party link

Monies raised for SMI will be collected in a Love
Offering and opportunity drawing tickets sold.

Be sure to put "The" for the First Name and
"Scoop" for the Last Name, when registering

http://bit.ly/TheScoop2019


LOOKING FOR SOME DONATED ITEMS FOR
OUR NEW LO LO'S LOVE BAG PROJECT!

We are looking for donated items to fill
50 bags to give to homeless women in
our community. If you have a resource
or person who would donate any
item(s), please email Becki at
Becki@sharethescoop.org
between now and end of July.

Items needed:
Body wipes
Hand sanitizer
Pads/tampons
Tissue
Q-tips
Soap/Shampoo/Dry Shampoo
Towel/wash cloth
Flip Flops (for showering)
Blanket
Socks
Sunscreen
Body Lotion
Hair ties

JACKIE'S CORNER OF CARE...



May the words of my mouth…
glorify you.

May my thoughts
be positive.

May I remember I am your child…
May my heart meditate on you during the day

so that I have the right response for
everyone…

May my inner conversation be gracious about
myself

and others who are in my life.
May I have the right response and

may it be attractive.

May i have the right reply for everyone…

Jesus words were gracious…amazing… powerful and authoritative.
I can do this with you
Oh lord…my strength
and my Redeemer…

Me

Scoop Ministries, Inc. has assisted 105 women and
5 organizations to date since 2008, for a total of

$43,304.68.

The "Flavors of Hope" program provides financial support to local
women who may be in a short-term crisis.

CPFSJ offers & gives valuable resource information to women in need.
If a woman in need meets SMI guidelines, only then will CPFSJ staff
screen and review a completed SMI grant application and will make or

not make a recommendation to the SMI board. Janette Koslosky will then speak with the
applicant on behalf of SMI to assess her situation. Board approval is needed to administer
grant.

 
Office locations of Community Partnership for Families of San Joaquin (CPFSJ)/Tracy
Family Resource Center     
35 E. 10th Street, Suite A
Tracy, CA 95376



209-229-4922
SMI contact/staff person: Silvia Mejia

WAYS TO GIVE TO SMI
We have an online giving option at https://sharethescoop.org/givingserving/donations,
where you can give at any time of year. You can give monthly or give a one-time gift.
All donations are tax deductible.

You can give via our "Share the Scoop" Facebook page.

When you order anything on Amazon, go to smile.amazon.com and pick Scoop
Ministries Inc. Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases to our organization when you choose us. Our charity link is:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-4061680

If mailing in a check, please make checks out to Scoop Ministries Inc. and mail to
the address listed below.

Our Mission:
Fan out into our community & beyond to reach all women, so that the flavors

of Jesus Christ can be shared.

SMI is a 100% run, non-profit organization & all gifts are tax deductible.
www.sharethescoop.org
793 S. Tracy Blvd. #149

Tracy, CA 95376

EDITOR CONTRIBUTIONS

Becki Brown ~ Writer/Editor, Executive Director
Deb Littleton ~ Website Manager
Writers: Becki, Teresa, Deb
Copy Editors: Kim and Gina
Board of Directors:
Staci, Gina, Deborah, Janette, Nina, Wanda

Like to write about God! We welcome your comments,
suggestions & article submissions at any time! Please send
to Becki at Becki@sharethescoop.org.

HELP US...connect thru social media. Follow us at
SHARETHESCOOP ON INSTAGRAM AND FB

Happy 4th
of July!

See what's happening on our social sites

     

https://sharethescoop.org/givingserving/donations
http://www.sharethescoop.org
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http://sharethescoop

