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1.28 billion! Could you imagine it?! Maybe on the surface. But research has shown that we struggle 
with big numbers. We get the concept. Given enough time and determination and few distractions, each of 
us could count to 1.28 billion. But researchers suggest that large numbers are often too abstract for us to be 
practical. In fact, most of us when seeing a large, unabbreviated number, have to count the zeros, or the sets 
of triple digits separated by commas to figure it out. , 

But 1-2-8, followed by seven zeros-that was the mega millions drawing prize estimate for Friday 
night's drawing. And looking yesterday, after all the tickets had been purchased for Friday night's drawing, 
the jackpot went up to 1.337 billion. But what's a hundred million or so when you have a billion dollars!.? 
Yesterday, news outlets reported that the winning numbers for this multi-state lottery were selected 
matching a single ticket purchased in Illinois-meaning, the prize isn't split up across multiple winners. One 
man's or woman's life has been changed. 

I'm continually amused at how frequently a reading like this with a teaching from Jes us like this pops 
up right as the world is focusing on huge jackpots and people are elbowing each other at the last minute to 
shove themselves in line to buy that "winning ticket." 

Many thousands of people had gathered. We can comprehend thousands! Many thousands had 
gathered to hear Jesus. He had spoken woes to Pharisees and lawyers for laying burdens on the people while 
further securing their own positions and leading people astray. (Luke 
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about the leaven of the Pharisees. He was encouraging them to have a proper fear of God who takes care of 
even sparrows and values His people much more than sparrows. And He was preparing them and 
encouraging them for future persecution, assuring them that the Holy Spirit would be given to sustain them 
and give them words to speak. (Luke 
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helping them to "set [their] minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth." Colossians 

3:2 

And along comes this guy, interrupting Jesus to talk about earthly things. "Teacher, tell my 
brother to divide the inheritance with me." Now we don't know all the details, just that there was an 
inheritance dispute. Mqybe the older brother wasn't giving the younger his due share. Mqybe he was just being 
slow in the process. Mqybe the younger brother wanted more than his fair share. We don't really have an 
indication in the reading so we're not going to spend time diving into all the speculative scenarios. But it's 
clear from Jes us' response that He wants this guy to shift his focus. He's still too focused on the earthly 
stuff. Jesus tells him, "Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does 
not consist in the abundance of his possessions." 

Maybe on the surface this account and the following parable from Jesus don't seem to apply to us. 
How many of us are covetous? Well, we try not to be. We try not to be resentful for the things others have 
that we don't. And we certainly don't scheme to get our neighbor's stuff. 

And even if we translate that word as "greediness" instead of covetousness, we know that "the love 
of money is the root of all evil." 1Timothy
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that winning lottery ticket. 
But there is another possible translation, and one that I think hits home for many-"insatiableness." 

It captures the reality of many of an appetite for stuff that is unable to be satisfied. 
People say things like "As soon as I have this/that, I'll be happy." Or "Once we have X dollars in 

the emergency fund/ savings account/ retirement fund, I can relax." And many astute realtors will advise 
their clients that whatever amount of space they think they need, think bigger. Because no matter how much 
space you have, you'll quickly accumulate more stuff to fill that space. And then, once you have filled that 
space, you acquire more space to fill with the leftover stuff. 
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Back in the mid-2000's, the commercial real estate consulting firm I worked for added a new 
property type to their quarterly real estate investment report. Can you guess what it is? Self-storage. It's a 
booming business. A few years ago, Forbes reported how the self-storage market will have a valuation of 
over $115 billion by 2025. So once you have enough stuff, you store it elsewhere. And once you have 
enough financial wealth, well you can store that too, in an investment industry which provides storage for 
other people's excess stuff. 

"Once I have this/that I'll be happy." Except that's never true. We want more. More money. More 
house. More storage. More vehicles. More investments. 

There's an alternative. If you remember back to the Lenten sermon series by Rev. Dr. Reed Lessing, 
we talked about the Marie Kondo method. When your life 'is so cluttered, when you've amassed so much 
stuff that having it is having a negative effect-the opposite of what you thought your things and stuff 
would bring-Marie has a solution. Get rid of stuff. If it doesn't bring you sparks of joy, get rid of it. 

There's only one problem with that. Life also doesn't consist of the lack ef possessions. True, Jesus told 
one guy to sell everything he had and give his money to the poor. (Mark 
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) But that's because the 
possessions and wealth were coming between him and the Kingdom of God. See the problem? It's two 
sides of the same earthly coin. And where is the focus? Me, myself, and I. What I have amassed or what I 
have purged. All for the goal of happiness and security. 

If all you have is possessions, or if all you have is Marie Kondo's method, all you have is either "once 
I have this" or "once I get rid of this." In other words all you have is me, myself, and I. 

Notice that the man in the parable did not get his good harvest and wealth by dishonesty. There is 
no indication of that in the parable. Even building bigger barns (or self-storage) for his crop was not sinful. 
It's actually a wise, prudent move and similar to one advised by Joseph in Egypt to sustain the people of 
Egypt through the years of upcoming famine. (Genesis 
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) The problem is his focus. He was focusing on his 
goods. He was focusing on himself. 

Professor Detlev of Concordia Theological Seminary points out that "this parable does not say that 
we mqy not have an abundance of possessions." And he goes on to say that, "even if someone were to abandon 
all his possessions, that alone would not satisfy Jesus' demands." 

The man in the parable said, "I will say to my soul, 'Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 
many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry."' In other words, "what a good boy am I!" On the flip side 
another parable could have had someone equally trusting in self by their good works and giving away of 
things, saying, "Soul, you have given to everyone in need by giving away everything. What a good boy am I." 

"Fool! This night your soul is required of you and the things you have prepared, whose will 
they be?" 

To be rich toward God means that we are aware of our dependency on God in all facets of life and 
that we cannot live an autonomous life divorced from Him no matter our circumstance. Being rich toward 
God means we recognize God as the provider of all our possessions and all our needs. Being rich in God 
means to turn to Him in times of wealth and need, and especially in our salvation. To be rich in God is to 
know that before Him we are mere beggars, that nothing we have amassed and nothing we have given in 
charity merits anything before Him. But being rich in God is knowing that in Him we find mercy and grace 
through the death and resurrection of His Son. To think that one does not need God is to be poor in God. 

You, brothers and sisters in Christ, are the baptized of God. You have been buried into His death 
and raised to a new and better life, and have been given eternal riches. Not a life of vanity that is here today 
and gone tomorrow, but a life of substance, of value, of benefit, now and forever. Because you have been 
given a life that abides in the glory of the very Son of God. 

So give thanks to God for the gifts He has given you, big or small. Use them for His glory and to 
serve your neighbor. But keep the main thing the main thing. Life does not consist in your possessions or 
your lack thereof. Life and eternal life consists in Christ Jes us. Amen. 


