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The parable of the Good Samaritan is one of those commonly known parables, even among 
non-Christians. We get the gist. Help others. That's what good human beings are supposed to do
Samaritan or otherwise. In fact, this parable is so well-understood by the wider culture, even if they 
haven't actually read a Bible, that there are laws on the books called "Good Samaritan Laws." These 
laws protect people from getting attacked for just trying to be a good person. 

For example, someone is in distress. You call 9-1-1. You follow the signage in the building 
and grab that AED (the automatic defibrillator device). You administer CPR. You do everything to 
the best of your abilities and the person is injured in the process. Or the person doesn't make it. You 
did your best. You were just trying to help. And something went wrong. Now the family is angry. 
They want "justice." They want to point the finger. Might as well point it at the last person to touch 
their loved one. Good Samaritan laws protect the helper in many countries and in all 50 states in 
America to various degrees. The intent is to eliminate the fear of legal repercussions for both 
medical professionals and the average citizen. 

But this is not the point of Jes us' parable. He's not saying "don't be afraid to help." You've 
heard this parable before. You've heard sermons on this parable before. And usually the point the 
pastor will make is one of two options. 

Option 1: The parable is about us. We are called to serve. We need to do good as Christians. 
We need to help people as Christians. It's a call to action. 

This point was driven home when I was in 3'd grade. Attending a Lutheran grade school, the 
teacher was trying to emphasize to us even at our young age, that we are called to serve. So he 
encouraged us to help others. If we saw someone in need, help. It was simple. 

But here was the problem. If the teacher witnessed you helping others, going out of your 
way to assist a classmate with a problem, helping them pick up their books or pencils that fell of 
their desk, or something else, you didn't get a gold sticky star. That's wasn't actually the problem, even 
as much as we liked gold sticky stars. The problem was that there was a chart on the wall with each 
of our names. And if the teacher saw you doing an act of kindness, mercy, or service to a classmate, 
you got a round sticker next to your name that said "Good Sam," short for "Good Samaritan." 

Do you see the problem? Sure, good works increased in the classroom. But also works 
righteousness increased. Self-righteousness increased. Even if you couldn't see that well from the 
back of the classroom, you could figure out on the alphabetical listing where your name was and see 
who was better, who had the longest line of "Good Sam" stickers next to their name. And also, who 
had the shortest line. 

"Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" What shall I do? There's the problem. 
Jesus saves. Jesus alone saves. If we could do it ourselves, Jesus wouldn't have needed to come down 
from heaven, take on our flesh, obey the law on our behalf, die for our sins, and rise. And that 
brings us to option 2. 

In sermon option 2, the parable is about Jesus. It's not about you being nice and helpful and 
merciful to others. It's about Jesus. You are wounded. You are dying. You are alreacfy dead in your 
trespasses and sin. But along comes Jesus . He sees you. And He's not afraid of being contaminated 
by you. In fact, He wants to take all of your contamination upon Himself so that He can save you. 
Jes us pays the price.Jes us puts Himself in your place on the road, dying abandoned, dying in your 
contamination. But Jesus willingly does this because Jesus gives grace and mercy so that we are saved. 

Here's the problem. A good Christian walks by and sees someone in need on the side of the 
road and it seems familiar. The Parable of the Good Samaritan comes to mind and they remember 



the pastor saying the parable isn't about you, it's about Jesus. We are passive. We receive God's 
grace passively by faith. What must I do? Nothing. The Christian keeps on walking, feeling totally 
justified because he is saved by grace not by works. Not my problem. And the neighbor is left still in 
need. Still suffering. 

So which option do we take? Option 1 or option 2? Is the parable about us and what we are 
called to do? Or is the parable about Jesus and what He has already done for us? 

Why not both? 
The parable of the Good Samaritan is both a call to faith in Jes us and a call to love our 

neighbor. Yes, it is first and foremost about Jes us saving us. Rather than us doing something to 
inherit eternal life through self-justification, God makes us alive in Christ Jesus who paid the price 
for our eternal well-being. But we can't ignore the conclusion to which Jes us led the lawyer. The one 
who showed mercy proved to be the neighbor. And we can't ignore Jesus' command. "You go, and 
do likewise." 

The entire life of Christian discipleship is a striving to love God and love our neighbor. 
Discipleship happens in the everyday journey of life, wherever opportunities to serve arise. And 
oftentimes we find those opportunities come with two options. 

Option 1: It's messy. We hesitate to get involved with people's problems. A coworker is 
going through a divorce. A neighbor's kids are a lot to handle. A teen looks too odd. Someone is 
sick. Someone's house is becoming run down in their old age. Keep it at arms-length. Not my problem. 
I don't want to get caught up in the middle of it. 

Option 2: We're too busy. It takes time helping others. We've often got life scheduled down 
to the minute. Tee/Tea time has been scheduled for weeks, whether you spell that T-E-E or T-E-A. 
We've got other obligations and other deadlines. 

The lives of others are too messy. And ours are too busy. And so we fail to serve. We fail to 
love our neighbors as ourselves. And in that failing, we fail to love God with all our heart, soul, 
strength, and mind. Whatever we did or did not do for the least of these, Jesus says, we did or did 
not do for Him. (Matthew 25:40-45) 

Jesus came into this messy world and connected with messed up people-prostitutes, 
publicans, lepers. More than that, He connected with sinners. He served them, healed them, forgave 
them, and released them from the mess of sin and the peril of death. He came "not to be served 
but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many." Mark 
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This was Christ's mission. He saw you in your need, dying in sin. He loved you and took 
upon Himself the mess of your sin. He was beaten and bloodied so that you might be rescued, so 
that you might live. And in that new life, join Him in His mission, and serve in His name. Christ first 
loved us, so we must love others. Christ first served us, so we must serve others. 

And whether you try and fail, or fail to even try, you are protected. Not by a Good 
Samaritan Law or any other law, but by the Gospel of Jesus Christ. His mercy has covered you. His 
blood has cleansed you. And He has freed you from the domain of darkness and transferred you 
into His kingdom. 

Who is your neighbor? It's not just the person who might come to Christ because of your 
service and witness. Sure, that person too. But your neighbor is the person in need. This isn't a 
parable about evangelism. We don't serve so that we can get holiness points, a sticky star, or even a 
"Good Sam" sticker. And we don't serve so that we can get another Gospel sharing notch on our 
belt. We serve because that's what God's people do. No reward. No accolades. Just Christ's love flowing 
out of us. Amen. 


