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This past week was the 57rn Convention of the English District of the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod. The theme of the convention was "Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
soul, strength, and mind" from Luke 10:27, which we'll hear as part of our Gospel reading two 
Sundays from now. But it seems the unofficiq/ theme of the convention could have been Ephesians 6 
in which Paul tells the Christians in Ephesus to "put on the whole armor of God." Ephesians 
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Because if you do love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind, well, you're 
walking into a firefight. 

One of the featured speakers at the convention was Lt. General William Boykin, the 
commanding officer of the incident in Somalia popularized by the film "Black Hawk Down." 
General Boykin came under fire years ago as he was being appointed to the Pentagon pecause he 
was unapologetically Christian. The media honed in specifically on a comment he made to the press 
about hunting down Osman Atto. Apparently, Atto had said repeatedly, "They'll never capture me. 
Allah will protect me. Allah will protect me." Well, Boykin's response to that was "I knew that my 
God was bigger than his. I knew that my God was a real God and his was an idol." 

The media had a field day with this remark, accusing General Boykin of turning the war on 
terror into a religious war, accusing him of bigotry, with correspondents spitting out the word 
"Christian" like it was a swear word. 

Jesus warned, "In the world you will have tribulation." John 
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33 Well, tribulation found 

General Boykin. 
We also heard from Jack Phillips as a featured speaker. You may have heard about Jack in 

years past. He owns a little business called Masterpiece Cakeshop in Lakewood, Colorado. Jack came 
under fire in 2012 after he refused to create an artistic cake for a gay wedding. Doing so would 
violate Jack's Christian beliefs that God instituted marriage as a gift to be celebrated between one 
man and one woman. But that answer wasn't enough for the would-be customers. That very 
afternoon the hateful phone calls started pouring in. A lawsuit followed that went all the way to the 
Supreme Court of the United States. The Colorado Civil Rights Commission argued that Jack was 
guilty of discrimination. The highest court in the land eventually ruled otherwise in 2018. Jack's 
rights to refuse an expression based on his Christian principles are at the core of the 1st Amendment. 

But Jack's 6-year fight didn't end there. In spite of the Court's ruling, Jack has had to endure 
countless harassing and hateful phone calls. Multiple threats on his life have been made. More 
lawsuits. One liberal lawyer seems to have made ending Jack's reputation and business his personal 
mission. And recently, after a woman called in requesting a cake with pink cake on the inside and 
blue frosting on the outside, indicating that the purpose was for a gender reassignment celebration, 
Jack refused again, stating that this would violate his deeply held Christian beliefs. Another lawsuit. 
Jack is still in the fight with the Alliance for Defending Freedom standing by his side. 

Jesus warned ''You will be hated by all for my name's sake."Manhewto:zz Jack found out 
what it means to be hated for being a follower of Christ. 

June 24, 2022. The Supreme Court of the United States overturns a 49-year precedent, ruling 
that the right to an abortion established by Roe v. Wade was never a right that would be covered by 
the United States Constitution, and turns the matter over to states to decide individually. Have you 
looked at social media in the past few days? I hope not. The cult of death is making itself very 
obvious. Christians are demonized. What Isaiah prophesied against so many years ago is happening 
today in greater transparency; people are calling evil good and good evil. One person tweeted "I 
TOTALLY get why Romans killed Christians now. It SO makes sense!!" 



The cult of death has spoken and continues to speak-violent verbal vomit against the 
Church of God in Christ Jesus simply because we stand for life. And yet, how many of us in the past 
days, weeks, months, or years have had a similar question on our hearts? "Lord, do you want us to 
tell fire to come down from Heaven and consume them?" How many of us pray for the 
destruction of our enemies? 

Rev. Dr. Peter Nafzger of Concordia Seminary says: " It is the kind of suggestion you would 
expect to hear in our contemporary political climate. We live in a time when the middle ground is 
virtually non-existent. Respectful dialogue with opponents is increasingly seldom. Differing opinions 
and positions bring forth rage instead of reason, emotional reflex instead of patient reflection. Nuance and 
subtlety have been replaced with scorched-earth contempt. It is us versus them. Compromise is not 
an option." 

Our reading today is a transition point in Luke's Gospel account. Jesus has set His face to go 
to Jerusalem. We know what this means. Jesus is going to His death. For whom? Even for His 
enemies! But there is a great misunderstanding in this reading on the part of the disciples, as there 
often is. Of course, Jesus had the power to bring down fire from heaven upon His enemies. And 
James and John, the Sons of Thunder, knew it. Leon Morris puts it well: "There is great faith in 
Jesus in this question. In the face of the insult to their Master, [James and John] felt they had only to 
call for the fire in Jesus' name and it would be given. But this does more credit to their zeal and their 
devotion to Jesus than to their understanding of the nature of Christian service." 

The Sons of Thunder believed in Jesus. But,judgment, like grace, is always on God's terms. 
God is God. We are not. This is a constant struggle for those who follow Jesus. People today reject 
and disrespect Jesus and His followers from many angles on many issues. In our love for the truth 
and for Him who is the Truth, we long for God to act against them. We wish He would stand up for 
Himself and defend His honor. But His ways and His timing are beyond ours. James and John (and 
you and I) must trust, not only that Jesus can act, but that He will act according to His perfect will. 

James and John were not lacking in zeal, and neither are many faithful people of God today. 
But zeal must be shaped by knowledge. What is Christ's mission? Not to condemn, but to save. 
What is Christ's message? Not death, but new life. And this-salvation and new life-comes 
through the proclamation of the Gospel-that is, God's love for the whole world in Christ, even 
our enemies. In a society which is increasingly disinterested and even, at times, hostile to the mission 
of Jesus, it is our job as the Church to clearly speak God's commands and promises. 

But which commands? Let God be God. Let vengeance be His. Leave justice to God. In the 
meantime, love your neighbors, even when beingpersecuted. As Peter and Paul both insist, do not repay 
evil for evil. Instead, overcome rejection with goodness, gentleness, and respect <1 Peter 3:9- i

7; Romans 12' 14-
2l ). 

Jesus did not come to destroy, but to save. That was why He set His face toward Jerusalem 
in the first place. He did not treat God's enemies as the Sons of Thunder desired. This was good 
news for them. And it remains good news for us who equally are deserving of fire from heaven. 

Instead, Jesus has come to save. He came to save you by His death and resurrection. He 
came to save your enemies by His all-sufficient sacrifice. Do we love this about our God? Yes. Do 
we believe this? Yes. Do we love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength? 
Well, not perfectly. But we strive with the Holy Spirit's aid and fed by the Word of God to do it. 

And that loving God means loving even our enemies. It means praying for our persecutors. 
It means standing firm in our faith, with the armor of God equipping us to do some devil-stomping, 
even as we speak the truth of God's Law and Gospel, in gentleness and respect, and in love. 

There's no waiting for tomorrow. There's no, "let me first do this or that." The fight is here. 
But the victory is already won. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Let this peace 
sustain you in whatever your vocation is as you speak the truth and speak life in the midst of the 
valley of the shadow of death. Christ is with you now and always. Amen. 


