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The video gets shared through email and social media about this time every year. Just go to 
Google and search for "sheep jumps back in." It will be one of the top video results. 

A deep but narrow, dry ditch has been dug in which some drainage pipes lying nearby will be 
laid. And in that small gap rests a lamb. It's stuck. Who knows how long it's been there? A young 
man climbs down into the ditch and loops a belt around the lambs back leg for some better leverage 
as he climbs back up to the surface. Pulling on the belt, the boy is able to get the lamb's back leg 
stretched out behind it. Little progress is made until the boy is able to grasp that back leg with both 
hands. He carefully pulls and pulls and out pops the lamb. Out of the pit. Safe above ground. And 
then it happens. The lamb pulls free from the hand of the boy. It goes off running. Scared ... but free. 
And then about 10 yards away it jumps. And lands right back in the pit. 

This isn't an isolated incident. Another video shows a similar thing. A ditch probably 4 feet 
deep between a road and a pasture, with standing water at the bottom. The shepherd climbs down 
in, pushes the sheep up onto the pasture level. And then ... you probably guessed it. .. the sheep jumps 
right back in. 

If the 2nd Sunday of Easter is "pick on St. Thomas Sunday," well, the 4'h Sunday of Easter is 
"pick on sheep Sunday." This is the Sunday where we talk about how dumb sheep are. And we 
collectively roll our eyes thinking ')eah,yeah,yeah. Sheep are dumb. We get it. All we like sheep ... we get it. 
But sheep are animals. We are human. We have the benefit of higher reasoning. " 

And to that I'll respond with two questions which probably will conjure up a memory from 
everyone's past. Have you ever walked up on a bench, a picnic table, a wall, or a door on which a sign 
was posted? Five simple words! Easy to understand. ''Wet paint. Do not touch." And what did you 
do? Well, maybe you're one of those weirdos who follows all the rules. Maybe you exercised some 
self-control. And if you exercised some self-control, maybe you didn't touch it. But at least part of 
you probably thought, "It looks dry enough." And you were probably at least tempted to touch it. 
You know ... just to see if it actually was still wet. 

But today we're not focusing primarily on the stupidity of sheep. But the nature of the 
Shepherd. The power of the Shepherd. The safety of the Shepherd. 

John paints a picture for us. He's whisked away in a vision to a spectacular place. A throne. 
A Lamb. A great multitude. A gathering of people from all places. 

We hear about this vision every year as we observe All Saints' Day. These are the ones 
coming out of the great tribulation. And as TLSB reminds us in the footnotes, ''Because John '.r vision 
includes the faithful from every nation and every time, it is appropriate to see those who yet live faithful!J here on earth 
as part of that gathering. n The Lutheran Study Bible, p . 2211 

And then the question is: how do we know that we are numbered among that multitude? 
There is so much uncertainty in life. But the one thing certain for us Christians is Christ. Yes, and no 
one can snatch us out of His hand. Great words of comfort. And yet we hear about those Jews in 
our Gospel reading today to whom Jesus says, " ... you are not among my sheep." 

Jesus is in town for the festival which is essentially the ancient version of modern 
Hannukah-the feast of the rededication of the temple. And there are Jews there, Jesus' own 
promised people. And they ask of Jes us, "How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the 
Christ, tell us plainly." 

Well He has told them plainly. He may not have said those exact clear words, "I. Am. The. 
Christ." But they got what He was saying. "Before Abraham was, I am." John 
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understood what He was saying so much that they picked up stones to throw at Him. And in our 
last verse today and the verse following it. "I and the Father are one." And they picked up stones 
again to stone Him. 

And the works! Some had probably seen some of the works. Most had at least heard about 
them. It was dear. It was all too dear ... who Jesus was claiming to be. It was dear ... what His works 
fulfilled if they would remember and search the scriptures. But they were unwilling to hear. Or 
maybe, they were willing to hear, but unwilling to believe. Who snatched them away? 

The answer is no one. No one snatched them. 
Scripture's warnings are dear. Earlier in this Good Shepherd chapter Jesus spoke of thieves 

and wolves. And the Good Shepherd protects against them all. He even lays down His life in 
exchange for protection for His sheep. And the comfort is that no one can snatch them out of His 
hands. But the warning still stands. 

In our reading from Acts today, the Apostle Paul is leaving. And he warns the people to stay 
in the Word. "Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock. .. fierce wolves will come 
in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men 
speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them." Acts 
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There is no shortage of wolves and thieves trying to snatch us out of our Shepherd's hand. 
The comfort is that they can't. No one can snatch us out. The warning is this. Guard yourselves 
against jumping out. 

''We do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly places." Ephesians 6=
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One of the new tag words floating around is "cancel culture." Anything that doesn't go with 
the progressive, anti-Christian, anti-family values, anti-sanctity of life views is canceled. But this is 
nothing new. The world has been trying to beat Christians into submission long before Christ, for us 
men and for our salvation was incarnate of the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man. 
The world has been trying to entice us away, to get us to abandon the Word, to jump out of God's 
hand since the Garden. But that's an easy wolf to see, and easy thief to recognize. What's more 
insidious is the sin from within. 

Third century Church father, Cyprian talks about our common struggle. "If greed is put 
down, lust springs up. Iflust is overcome, ambition takes its place. If ambition is despised, anger 
exasperates, and if we can keep our anger under control pride puffs up" and so on. "With so many 
persecutions" Cyprian says, "the soul suffers daily." 

There is no shortage of wolves and thieves trying to entice us away from the Shepherd, 
trying to lead us away from the flock of God. And we ourselves are the worst. Satan never grows 
tired of trying to get us to jump out of God's hands. Because he knows that's the only way to get us. 
He himself can't snatch us. He can only dangle temptation in our faces. Get us to jump out. And 
dangle more lies in front of us when we give in to those temptations. Try to convince us that we are 
lost for good, that there's no way back. 

But our Shepherd also never grows tired. He never grows weary of chasing down us 
wayward sheep. He keeps corning back to pull us back out of the ditch. Even if right afterwards we 
jump back in. There He is to pull us up out from the pit again. 

So when Jesus says that no one can snatch you out of His hand, that no one can snatch you 
out of the Father's hand, He's not just expressing some wish. This is reality in Christ. That's what 
the Good Shepherd does. He rescues His sheep. He hangs on to His sheep. 

There are wolves out there and there are thieves out there. But the Good Shepherd eats 
wolves and thieves for breakfast. He lays down His life for His sheep and takes it up again. And He 
gives forgiveness and eternal life to all who listen to His voice and believe. Amen. 


