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You probably know by now that I like to pick on the disciples. Foolish actions. Foolish 
words. And yes, they are walking talking proof that, despite what all of your teachers told you, there 
is such a thing as a stupid question. "Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" 
If they do or say something dumb, chances are Pastor Warner is going to call them out on it. 

But one thing that tends to actually hold true that our teachers told us is that when you point 
a finger at someone, there are three fingers pointing back at you. "What fools," we might say. But 
really, I like to highlight their foolishness because I see myself in them. And, sorry brothers and 
sisters in Christ, but I often see you in them also. None of us is much better than them. We're all often 
caught trying to figure out some of the unexplained things of God. And if the disciples were looking 
on, might they say the same things about us? 

Today we observe Ascension Day, a day 40 days after Christ's glorious resurrection from the 
dead after having paid for the sin of the world with His own life and blood. And behold, today I tell 
you a mystery: Christ is ascended into heaven. 

And that is my excuse for sitting at my computer on and off this past week staring at a blank 
word document. Because our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ's Ascension is a mystery. St. Paul writes 
to Pastor Timothy: "Great indeed, we confess, is the mysteiyof godliness; He was manifested 
in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, 
believed on in the world, taken up in glory." 1Timothy 3'

16 All of that-a mystery. 
But, for a time, we may deceive ourselves into thinking we have got things figured out. Say 

something enough times and it begins to seem to make sense. As Christians, we speak often of the 
incarnation, the crucifixion, and the resurrection. These things that we speak of often are also 
mysterious, but our familiarity with them de-mystifies them. Each December as we hear the world speak 
of a jolly fat man who comes from the cold bringing gifts only to the nice, we speak of the One who 
comes from the Father, who took on human flesh because He hungered to do the will of the Father. 
This One though brings gifts only to the naughty since it is not the healthy who need a doctor. 

As we hear the world speak of Mother Nature awakening at springtime and bunnies bringing 
teeth-decaying chocolate, we speak of the One who awoke from death and whose body saw no 
decay. "[He] was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification." Romans 
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preach Christ crucified-as if it makes sense! 
But with the Ascension of our Lord, we really are not confronted on a ~egular basis with 

false teachings or false emphases. It is just sort of there in the Creeds. It's in all three of them, butt's 
often quickly said, often without much thought, and then forgotten. When was the last time that you 
spoke extensively of the mystery of the Ascension? Christ's being taken up in glory just does not 
come up. Even in the church, it feels like an afterthought. We have special services for other big 
days. But most often Ascension Thursday gets pushed to "Ascension Observed," either on the 
Sunday prior or the Sunday after. 

Today we observe a simple tradition after the reading of the gospel. As we heard how Jesus 
blessed His disciples as He was taken up into heaven, we extinguished the Christ candle. The candle 
is lit for services through the Easter season, but today we extinguished it for the rest of the year 
(barring special services) to remind us that our Lord has ascended into heaven to bless us from 
there. 

And much of Christendom still stands staring into heaven-waiting, wondering, watching 
for signs. We follow Paul's instructions in Colossians and we "set [our] minds on things that are 
above, not on things that are on the earth." Colossians 
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2 And yet earthly eyes still are looking for 



evidence of Christ being in control as we see graying congregations, the wandering and erring sheep, 
and our own rebellious, lazy hearts that do not desire to say, do, or even think about the hard stuff. 
The evening news brings into our homes the sexual sins of the world, terrorists' threats, school 
shootings, and partisan power politics. And the question is asked, ''Is the Ascended Lord realfy in control? 
Of me? Of the church? Of the world?" Or maybe more like the disciples' we wonder, "Lord, will you at 
this time restore the kingdom of Israel?" When? That is the question on everyone's mind. How 
long? 

But notice, despite the folly of their question, Jesus does answer thein. Only He doesn't 
answer the question of "when"; He answers the question of "how." Yes, He is restoring the 
kingdom of Israel, but not in the political sense. He is restoring it by making people know about His 
salvation. "He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, 'Thus it is 
written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things."' 

Ascension marks a transition point. It is the end of Christ's earthly ministry, at least the one 
carried out with His own incarnate hands and feet and mouth. And it marks the beginning of the 
Church's. The power to carry it out would come 10 days later and last throughout the ages. 

By the Holy Spirit's power, we continue Jesus' work and teachings as we proclaim His 
Gospel to the world. What did Jesus say before He ascended? "You will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." Is the work of Acts complete? Has the ends of the 
earth heard the witness of the Apostles? Have all the people of Pinetop heard the witness of the 
Apostles? We still have the words of the Apostles ... their witness. We can carry that witness to our 
family and friends. We can even share that witness with each other as we study that witness together. 

The disciples saw Jesus leave, but He was really going away in order to be with them, to fill 
all things. At the ascension, Jesus took His seat at the right hand of God's power, but that's not a 
distant place at all. In fact, it's not really a place. It means that Jesus constantly exercises His power 
for us. He is now everywhere, always with us-not just His divine nature, but His human nature too. 
Jesus-true God and true man-is right here with us. And since He's at the right hand of God's 
power, exercising God's power, He's also praying for us, guiding us, protecting us. Jesus continues 
to write us into the ongoing book of Acts. 

Often, we are like the disciples. Instead of realizing how close Jesus is to us, all we focus on 
is how alone we may feel, how powerless, how distant our Lord seems. We may gaze up into the 
heavens wistfully, yearning for His presence, like the disciples did. But the Ascension of Our Lord 
means that the God-man Jesus Christ is fully with us even though we cannot see Him. 

The good news is that the day is coming when we shall see Him. The first reading for today 
tells us that while [the disciples] were gazing into heaven as [Jesus] went, behold, two men stood by 
them in white robes, and said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This 
Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him 
go into heaven." Jes us will come again. We will see Him again face-to-face. 

Until that day comes, we can rest in the assurance that we are never alone. Christ our Lord, 
true God and true man is always with us. We have His forgiveness, His love, His comfort, and His 
strength. The world will do all it can to separate us from Him. It will discourage us. It will attack us. 
It will persecute us. Jesus Himself warned us, "In the world you will have tribulation. But take 
heart; I have overcome the world." John 
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Heaven in order to fill all things. He ascended so that He could be with us to the close of the age. 
For now, He is with us always even though we can't see Him. At the end of the age, we shall see 
Him and those who believe in Him will see Him forever. Amen. 


