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What does it mean to pray "in Jesus' name"? It must be a big deal, right? After all, Jesus makes a 
point of telling the apostles that even after three years with Him, they had yet to pray in His name. But 
now they wi//be praying in His name, and ''whatever you ask of the Father in My name, He will 
give it you ... Ask, and you will receive ... " Clearly, there's going to be something very different about 
Christian prayer from that point on. 

Okay ... so does that mean that all those prayers that came before were somehow null and void? 
Did those prayers not count? Were they not as good as prayers made in the name of Jesus? What about prior 
prayers from the likes of Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, and Isaiah? Were they ineffective because they, 
too, weren't prayed "in Jesus' name"? We know that certainly was not the case! We have loads of 
examples of God's appointed people praying to Him and then Him answering. 

So ... what makes the prayers that will be prayed in Jesus' name "better' or different from any of the 
prayers offered up to God before this? Well ... this shouldn't come as a shock to any of you, but context 
matters. The way we properly answer this and understand this is when we consider it in context. Jesus is 
teaching here about praying in His name at the very end of His earthly ministry. Yes, He also taught His 
disciples about "asking and receiving" at the beginning of His ministry back in Matthew 7: 7-11. And He 
reiterated this throughout His three years with them. But ... tonight is different. Here He's teaching 
specifically about praying in His name at the Last Supper on Maundy Thursday evening. 

Think about that. Let that sink in. Jesus' betrayal and arrest is less than an hour away! In less 
than twelve hours, Jes us will be beaten, humiliated, and nailed to a cross like He'_s_s_otl!e..kind o 

- --· -- degene-rrt crifiunal. In ess tlian 24 hours e will be dead. -
How many of these guys would be praying to God during this time that Jes us would somehow 

get free? How many of these guys would be praying that God would "save" Jesus (and them) from all 
this pain and suffering and despair? How many of these disciples would look upon their crucified Savior 
and pray words very similar to the mocking of the Pharisees. ''God, please let Jesus come down off that cross! 
Please save Him!" How many of these guys would be praying over the next ~ouple days that this was all 
just a terrible nightmare? ''God, let me 1vake up! Make this terrible nightmare stop!" I know I would. You would 
too. 

These guys didn't understand. They didn't understand the necessity of the cross. They didn't 
unde~stand the cruciform mission and ministry of Jesus. They loved Jesus, no doubt about it. They 
loved God. They also firmly believed that they were sinful and in need of deliverance from their sin. 
That wasn't a problem either. And it wasn't false humility. They firmly believed they needed saving. And 
yet. .. when they see this salvation-this deliverance from evil and the evil one which they were taught to 
pray for (Matthew G:
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3l_lifted up and playing out before their very eyes, they reject it; they despise it; they 
pray for it to stop. A prayer for it to stop is not a prayer in Jesus' name. 

But... the cross is precisely what Jesus is talking about when He speaks of praying in His name. 
"At the name of Jes us, every knee will bow ... ," Philippians 
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10 right? That knee-bending, powerful 

name-the name we call upon God in, and pray, praise and give thanks in-is the name of Him who 
vicariously and lovingly suffered the full wrath of His Father against all our sin. It is the name of Him 
who paid for each and every sin for every person for all time with His own lifeblood. Like the angel told 
Joseph, ''You shall call his name Jes us, for He will save His people from their sins." Matthew 
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This God-given name means something! The cross is where that Divinely-promised salvation 
was accomplished. That is where the God-given name fulfilled the God-given mission. "It is finished" 
John 
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30 was spoken there as He gave up the Spirit and peacefully commended Himself into His Father's 

hands. 


