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Today we have the 3rd appearance of Jesus to His disciples after His resurrection from the 
dead. Last week was the 1" and 2"d appearances to the men. But both the first and the second end 
abruptly. Peace, blessing, a sort of mini-Pentecost as Jesus breathes on them so that they can receive 
the Holy Spirit, a commission to forgive, to meet out God's forgiveness through what we in our 
tradition call the Office of the Keys. There's a lot there. But then that's it. No further conversation. 
No talk about going anywhere or doing anything or even a mention of when Jesus leaves the room. 
So it appears that Jesus must not have stayed for a long time. He came to them because they all needed 
to see Him. He said what He needed to say. And then, apparently, He was gone again. 

They know from the women's account that Jesus is going to Galilee. The angel at the empty 
tomb said so. (Mark 16

'7) Jes us Himself said so. (Matthew 
28

'10) So they go. They go to Galilee and they wait. 
We aren't given a timestamp here. The only indication of the order of events is "after these 

things ... " After Mary sees Jesus outside of the tomb. After Jesus appeared to them in the upper room. 
After the appearance to the Road to Emmaus disciples . After Jesus appeared again in the upper room 
to Thomas and the rest. And some time before Jesus' ascension into heaven on the 40th day. So 
somewhere between day 9 and 40. 

Who knows how long the disciples were waiting in Galilee! But there was still a lot of 
uncertainty. When would Jesus show? I don't know. What were they supposed to do in the meantime? 
No idea. Who's hungry? All of them. So they go fishing. And why not? A man's gotta eat, and they 
knew how to catch fish. It's maybe one of the only certain things in their lives right at this point. 

But as we know, nada ... nothing ... not a fish in sight. Not even a single little one which they can 
exaggerate later. ''What are we going to eat noW.?" They've been up all night, burning calories, and 
catching no fish. And we, the readers, remember that in John's Gospel account, night and darkness 
are often associated with uncertainty, doubt, and unbelief. 

But then morning comes. The light is breaking over the horizon and they see a figure out on 
the shore. "You boys don't have anything to eat, do you?" the voice calls out. It stings a little, but they 
reply "no." "Cast the net on the right side." 

There's something familiar about this. They follow the instructions, catch a full net of fish and 
John remembers. "It is the Lord!'' 

Peter, stripped to his skivvies, puts on clothes and jumps in. Why did he put the rest of his 
clothes on? That would make it harder to swim. Did he expect to walk on water again? If he did, he 
would have been sorely disappointed. 

And I have to wonder ... We don't have all the details so we have to fill in the gaps. I wonder ... 
As Peter's feet ... then legs ... then torso sunk into the water perhaps he recalled Jesus' earlier words. "0 
you of little faith, why did you doubt?" Matthew 

14
'
31 

But he reaches the shore. And the other 6 arrive in the boat with the miraculous haul of large 
fish. And they eat the fish that Jesus had already prepared on a charcoal fire. 

And I wonder ... Perhaps Peter stares blankly into the charcoal fire as the others converse with 
one another. And those words still haunt him "Why did you doubt?" as he recalls another charcoal 
fire from which his gaze was interrupted. ''You also are not this man's disciple, are you?" John 

18
'
17 

And maybe avoiding eye contact with Jes us and the others Peter continues to stare at the coals. 'W0' 
did I doubt? W0' did I doubt so much that I said it three times? An oath! I said it with an oath! No, not an oath; a 
curse. He said 'it is finished.' But not for me. It can't be for me. Wretched man that I am!" 

And his gaze and his thoughts interrupted yet again. "Simon, son of John, do you love 
me ... ?" Perhaps his heart sank a little lower. "What happened to ''Peter?" That's the name I prefer. W0' am 



I Simon again?" ''Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." "Feed my lambs." 
Simon gives a nod and his gaze goes back to the charcoal fire. "Simon, son of John, do you 

love me?" His heart sinks lower still. ''Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." "Tend my sheep." 
Peter's eyes well up, but the charcoal fire-it's just the smoke. That's what the others will think. 

"Simon, son of John, do you love me?" The tears of his grief pour out now. The tears of 
his failures. The tears of his mistakes. The tears of his sin. There is no mistaking it. The others, 
especially John, can see that the grief is too much to bear. "Lord, you know everything; you know 
that I love you." "Feed my sheep." 

Have you ever blown it? Have you ever made a poor decision? Ever failed someone? Ever sat 
in church, thinking ''what a good bqy am I" and then appointed text for the day is read, or the pastor says 
something in the sermon, or you look over and there's a person whose eye contact you've been 
avoiding ... and your heart sinks? 

The disciples were probably all feeling it. But Jesus came and stood among some time earlier 
and said "Peace be with you." John 

20
=
19 

Yet for Simon Peter, the son of John, the grief and guilt over past sin lingered. Possibly it was 
still there for the others to some degree also. We don't know one way or another. But Peter was 
grieved, sorrowful, full of mental and emotional distress, because he knew what he had done. Quite 
the opposite attitude of a Pharisaical mindset, Peter was trapped in this line of thinking. "Grace for 
thee, but not for me." 

But Jesus is Lord of second chances . Jesus is the Giver of grace and mercy. Jesus is the God 
of forgiveness. 

Time and time and time again ... count 'em up-three times ... Peter had denied his Lord. But 
Jes us gives Peter the opportunity to confess his love for Jes us once more and again and agai~ ... count 
'em up-three times. 

As the life of Peter reveals, being a disciple of Jes us is tough business. There are times where 
in boldness of faith our hearts might sing out like Peter, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have 
the words of eternal life!" John 

6
'
68 And then there are other times that we, also like Peter, might be 

plagued by our past sins, where we might be slow to believe Christ's promises are actually for each of 
us individually, where we might be embarrassed, slow, or afraid to admit before others that we are 
followers of Jesus. 

But Jesus is never embarrassed of those whom He calls His disciples. He is One who is 
uniquely able to sympathize with each of our weaknesses, having been tempted in every way that we 
are, yet without sin. (Hebrews

4
:tS) And just as He restored Peter and the other disciples through a word of 

peace and through fellowship with them, the risen Lord calls us broken disciples to come to Him to 
be restored again and again and again, as often as we sin, as often as we need His forgiveness. 

Jesus loves those whom He calls so much-Jesus loves you so much--even when you blow it 
big-time, fail Him badly, deny Him flat out, He doesn't deny you, but rather bids you to come again 
to His merciful arms. Because Jesus is a Lord of second chances. He is the Giver of grace and mercy. 
He is the God of forgiveness. 

These days after Easter are strange. We are slowly returning to our patterns of Church life and 
family life after the festivities of Easter. Yet, we need to be careful we do not become too comfortable 
with the routines of normal life. Whether we go back to fishing, sitting at a desk, playing rounds of 
golf, or working on the car or the house, we are still called to seek Jesus where He says He will be 
found. For the disciples, it was in Galilee at that time. For us, it is in His Word and in His Sacraments. 

Yes, the Absolution we hear every Sunday morning really works again and again and again. 
The Supper we receive reinstates us over and over again. No matter what past sin haunts you, Jesus 
welcomes you again today to believe His promises for you, to receive His forgiveness for you, and to 
follow Him and tend His sheep. Amen. 


