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Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
That is our call and response for Easter and the Sundays following it. It is our confession of 

hope. It is our confession of confidence. The pastor speaks those words at various points in the 
service-at the beginning, maybe during the sermon, maybe again at the end. And the congregation 
responds. 

But that wasn't always the case. Here we are on annual "pick on Thomas Sunday" and we 
remember that the statement was first met with skepticism. Why we isolate Thomas is anyone's 
guess. 

We know little about him. He's numbered with those chosen by Jesus. He's also called 
Didymus, so the implication is that he has a twin. But other than the post-resurrection accounts, we 
have very little. 

One thing we do have is his bravery and dedication to the Lord. Back in John 11, Jesus gets 
word that His buddy Lazarus is ill. He stays a couple of days more before deciding to go. We know 
the end of that story.Jesus gets there too late. Lazarus has died and has been in the tomb for four 
days by the time Jes us gets there. And yet, Jes us, the One who holds life and resurrection in His 
hands, raises Lazarus from the dead. 

But in the midst of that account, there is something we might miss. Just before they set out 
to Mary, Martha, and dead Lazarus, Jesus says, "Let us go to Judea again." John 11

'
7 And this is 

concerning to the disciples. "Rabbi," they object. "The Jews were just now seeking to stone 
you, and are you going there again?" John 11

'
8 After some brief words that the disciples don't seem 

to understand, Jes us says again, "Let us go to him." John 11
'
15 "Then Thomas, called Didymus, 

said to his fellow disciples, 'Let us also go, that we may die with him."' John 11
'
16 

Bold Thomas. Trusting Thomas. Ready to die with His teacher Thomas. 
So what happened? Why doesn't Thomas exclaim on Sunday, "He is risen indeed" instead of 

a sort of "yeah, right"? 
The same reason the others doubted, discounted, disbelieved the tall tale of the women. 

" ... returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it 
was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women with 
them who told these things to the apostles, but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and 
they did not believe them." Luke 24:9-11 

Some things are just too good to be true. "Free? I doubt it. What's the catch?" Other things are 
just too terrible to be true. ''I can't believe she's gone. This can't be happening!" Some words of comfort are 
just too unbelievable. 'This too shall pass," someone might say as we are in the middle of some 
struggle or suffering. And we think, )eah right." 

On Easter evening, at least 10 disciples-excluding Judas who had hanged himself and 
Thomas who was absent-at least 10 were hiding. Doubtful. Disbelieving. Defeated. Living in the 
fear of a Friday that didn't look Good or OK, or even bad. It was a terrible Friday. Their master and 
teacher was murdered. Who would be next? 

''You weren't followed on the wqy in, were y ou? Are you sure? 0 K. Lock the door behind you. "How 
many times did they recheck the door? How many times did they go suddenly silent at the slightest 
sound? How many times did they peek out the corner of the window? 

There are people who haven't even picked up a Bible who have heard about "Doubting 
Thomas." But who has heard about the "doubting ten," the "doubting 72," or the "doubting 
multitudes?" The fact is that not a single one of them truly believed until they saw Jesus in the flesh. 
The fact of the matter is that the entire crew failed miserably. They were an embarrassment as 



disciples. They were not at all Christian. 
What's amazing is in our Gospel reading today is that Jesus still shows up anyway. They 

don't believe. They suppose the women have made up some story in their grief-driven delusional 
state. They suppose Jesus' corpse is somewhere. They suppose it's just a matter of time before 
someone comes for them. They are unbelievers. They are pagans. They are a people without hope or 
trust or confidence. And Jesus shows up for them anyway. 

And He doesn't even scold them. There is no, ''I told you again, and again, and again. You idiots! 
W01 didn't y ou believe? You should have believed! Remember those rocks John the Baptist talked about being 
offspringfor Abraham? Smarter than y ou. Yeah! Rocks." 

He doesn't say that. No, He speaks peace. "Peace be with you." And guess what He shows 
them. The very thing Thomas required to believe. That's what it took for the rest of them also. 
Again, Jesus speaks. "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 
you." 

Fast forward a week and a day. Where are the disciples? In a room again. And guess 
what... the door is locked again! Jesus appears again. "Peace be with you." No judgment. No 
condemnation, just peace. And an invitation for Thomas to remove whatever obstacle stood in the 
way of his faith. And Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 

Doubting Thomas, unbelieving Thomas, is now believing Thomas who gives the first post
resurrection confession of the deiry of Jesus. "My Lord and my God!" 

You see, that is what today's Gospel is really about. The main point of today's Gospel is not 
about Thomas and his unbelief, the disciples and their unbelief, or us and our unbelief. The main 
message is the willingness of Jesus to show Himself to us - the willingness to have us examine Him. 

Once again, today's Gospel demonstrates the overwhelming generosity of God's mercy. 
Jesus showed Himself to a group of unbelieving cowards. And He gave God's peace to them. He 
commissioned them to be His Apostles ... His sent ones. He breathed the Holy Spirit into them. He 
gave them the authority to administer the very forgiveness that He earned for them and all people 
on the cross. These men deserved none of this, but they received what was necessary, all by God's 
grace as a gift. 

And Jesus gives what is necessary for us too. For us, the written Word of the Word made 
flesh is there to bring us faith. John says, of his Gospel account, "these things are written that 
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 
life in His name." 

Say what you like, but I think of Thomas as a hero of the Bible. He demonstrates for us that 
the faith of the early Christians was not mere wishful thinking, nor easy gullibility. And neither is our 
faith. We may not have seen, but our faith isn't blind faith. We may not be eye witnesses to Jesus' 
resurrection. Our eyes have not seen the risen Lord with the marks in His hands and His feet and 
His side. But we see through the eye witness accounts, the testimony of the apostles. And we 
believe. 

Today's Gospel account shows us how gracious Jesus is with aff of the disciples. Even 
though the disciples denied and abandoned Jesus, even though they believed He was dead and gone, 
even though they continued to sin daily, Jesus did not reject them. Instead, He claimed them and 
made them part of His plan to proclaim the Gospel to the world. And He spoke to them "peace." 

From this Gospel account we learn that Jesus does not deal with us as we deserve, but He is 
gracious. He seeks us out as sheep who have gone astray. When we're doubting, when we're in 
hiding, when we're fearing the unknown, in spite of our many sins, He continues to supply us with 
His loving and gracious forgiveness. In spite of our many failings, He has chosen to make us His 
forever. And He speaks to us His word of peace. Amen 


