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For over sixty years, their father had been a pastor-faithful, well known, and well respected 
by his brothers in the ministry-actively serving congregations until just a few years ago, up into his 
eighties. Two of his five children were now pastors, plus two of his many grandchildren. But now his 
pastor was the one he needed. Dad was dying. All the family was there- the three sons, two 
daughters, and their spouses, all those grandchildren, and even lots of the great-grandchildren. The 
room was full, and everyone knew this would soon be it. 

Then, quietly, their dad asked everyone to step outside .. . except Pastor. His pastor. Out in the 
hallway, one of his daughters asked, ''What's Dad doing?" "Private confession," one of the 
pastor/sons answered. "Confession? He's been a pastor all his life. What's he got to confess?" The 
four pastors in the family, almost in chorus, nodded knowingly. 

Within the hour, their dad was alive with Jesus. 
It's not just those we'd consider ''great" sinners who need to repent. Nor is it just the faithful 

pastor who's never had an affair, never embezzled congregational funds, hardly let a foul word slip 
out of his mouth. "Unless you repent, you will all likewise perish." But it may well be the very 
faithful Christian, even the dear dying pastor, who best understands that he is a sinner and most 
appreciates the comfort of Christ's forgiveness . In our reading today, Jesus would have us all 
appreciate that more deeply, that we turn toward Jesus, for in Him there is life. 

Some people in Jesus' following have been discussing the current events, and they ask Him 
for His commentary on one of the hot stories of the day. Several folks from Jesus' own part of the 
country, Galileans, have been murdered by Roman governor Pontius Pilate, and in a gruesome way. 

We don't have further details about this incident from history, but the social tension 
between Jews and Romans made revolutionary activity possible at any time. Galileans were especial/y 
likely to revolt since they were surrounded geographically by Gentiles. What is clear is that they were 
killed while in worship-like a church shooting which might make our modern headlines. 

Essentially, the crowd wanted Jesus' opinion: 'WfDt do bad things happen to good Galileans?"Jesus 
turns the tables. He dismisses--doesn't even address- the idea that this was a bad thing happening to 
good Galileans. He goes to the next option: Well, then, these Galileans must have been especial/y bad 
sinners. No! All Galileans ... and y ou ... are bad, and in need of repentance. 

Jesus even adds another example. And there is no historical record of this incident either. 
The tower of Siloam in Jerusalem falling on eighteen people must have been another recent news 
story. But again, no, these eighteen people were not especial/y wicked; they were just like you! In need of 
repentance! 

Jesus refuses to lean into a theology of glory which would attribute human tragedy to 
individual sin, as the Jews often did. Like in John 9 when the disciples asked Him, ''who sinned, 
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" John 
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and that all are in need of repentance. (Romans 3'23) 

Every human tragedy should be seen as call from God to repent. Jesus always levels the 
playing field. He is basically saying, "It's just a matter of time before y ou all seffer the same fate. Death will 
come far us alL No one gets out alive. Your on/y hope is repenting in faith. Your on/y hope is turning awcry from y our 
sin and turning to me. " 

Every story of tragedy is a call to repentance and a moment in time to realize, "that could 
have been me." Life is short. Sometimes much shorter than we think. It just might be that this night 
God says your soul is required of any one of us. So we cry out to God for the redemption that can 



only be found in His Son, Jesus Christ. 
To all those who do repent, Jesus promises life. That's the subtle inference of the parable 

Jesus now tells His hearers. For years--even millennia-Israel had been God's chosen people. He's 
been expecting fruit of righteousness in keeping with repentance and faith. But instead, Israel had 
responded to His goodness with sin-just as we, every single one of us, sin against God daily. 

The time, it seems, has come to cut them down, to give us what we all deserve. But the 
vinedresser, Christ Jesus, steps forward ·and pleads patience. "Let me do everything !yet can for them, and 
if thry repent, bear fruit, well, that's what we've alwqys wanted. .. ''If thry refuse to repent, then we shall Cit/ them 
down." 

The primary point of the parable is to display God's patience in not wanting any person to 
perish, but to repent and find life in His Son. The Christian life is to be daily repentance. Sin's 
consequences affect all people, so now is the time to repent and to live lives which bear fruit, to turn 
in faith toward Jesus, for in Him there is life. 

Jes us says elsewhere, in John 15: "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 
Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear 
fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word that I 
have spoken to you. remain in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 
unless it remains in the vine, neither can you, unless you remain in me. I am the vine; you 
are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 
apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me he is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. John 
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Jesus' call to bear fruit is always an invitation to cling to Him. Jesus understands all the 
tragedies and death of our sinful world in ways we never can. He knows that we can't bear fruit 
apart from Him. That's precisely why Jesus hung on the cross, that we might bear fruit and live, not 
be cut down and thrown into the fire. 

Notice that Jesus says we are alreac!J clean right now. That's because we each are connected to 
Him through baptismal waters. We are enabled by Him and His Holy Spirit to bear much fruit. Jesus 
teaches that repentance and faith bears fruit. Paul speaks of this fruit in Galatians 5, fruit enabled 
and grown by the Holy Spirit: "love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control." Galatians 5'22-23 

This is the kind of life you live. Your fruit is really the work of Jes us. God doesn't need our 
good works. We're connected to Jesus, the vine, to bear fruit for our neighbor, that the world may 
know that the Father sent His Son. By the new life we have in Jesus, we can even help to be a 
comfort to those who have suffered the inexplicable tragedies that result from sin. 

We who have life in Jesus are no greater sinners than anyone else. At the same time we are no 
lesser sinners than anyone else. We will suffer death as surely and tragedy as often as everyone else. But 
we can use our lives in Jesus to witness God's inexplicable love to others in their tragedies. 

The tragedy of our text is that Jesus' hearers were pridefully, trying to position themselves as 
"better than" those who lost their lives in random ways. Our epistle warns us to live differently. 
"Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall." 1 Corinthians
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called to bear fruit in keeping with repentance. Yet, even the good fruit we bear is not enough to 
make us righteous before God. The faithful pastor on his deathbed, the seemingly innocent child, 
the grieving mother, the brave hero all need to repent; we are all sinners deseroing on!J to be cut down. 

Jesus is the tree that was cut down by His Father on a Roman cross, unjustly condemned by 
Pilate. Jesus is the tree that the Father victoriously raised three days later to invite us, as Gentiles, to 
be grafted into that Holy Tree. Our repentance is only possible because of our redemption 
accomplished by the crucified and risen Jes us. So today, and always, turn in faith toward Jes us, for in 
Him there is life. Amen. 


