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How do you help someone who does not want to be helped? You probably have at least some experience 
with this heartache. Pastors, therapists, teachers, parents, adults with declining parents, friends, coworkers, students 
working on a team project, and many others recognize this struggle. Unless the person wants help, recognizes their need 
for help, there is little we can do. 

And the problem isn't just that many people refuse to be helped. The problem is that they might actually 
turn on you. Resent you for trying. Claim that thry are being victimized, oppressed, offended. And with self
righteous indignation they insist that they are in the right. They are fine. You are the one who needs to change. It's 
easier to get mad at someone who says you are doing something wrong rather than admit to wrongdoing, idolatry, 
stubbornness, hard-heartedness . 

As we descend deeper into the penitential season of Lent, we each have an opportunity to evaluate our true 
need to turn from idols, to turn from sinful living, to get the log out of our own eyes, and to turn back to God. 
Jeremiah is here to help. 

God spoke through His prophet Jeremiah back in chapter 7. "Behold you trust in deceptive words to no 
avail. Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, make offerings to Baal, and go after other gods that 
you have not known, and then come and stand before me in this hous~nly to go on doing all these 
abominations? Has this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, I myself 
have seen it, declares the LORD. Go now to my place that was in Shiloh, where I made my name dwell at first, and 
see what I did to it because of the evil of my people Israel. And now, because you have done all these things, 
declares the LORD, and when I spoke to you persistently you did not listen, and when I called you, you did not 
answer, therefore I will do to the house that is called by my name, and in which you trust, and to the place that I 
gave to you and to your fathers, as I did to Shiloh. And I will cast you out of my sight, as I cast out all your kinsmen, 
all the offspring of Ephraim." Jeremiah 7:8-15 

At this point, in chapter 7, these words appear to be only for Jeremiah-instructions from the Almighty 
about what he is going to sqy. But why are they so confrontational? Because that's the prophet's job. A prophet is sent 
by God to faithfully speak His word. To make the comfortable uncomfortable. To bring a word which is meant to 
call back, call out of sin, call to repentance, to call someone to "return to the Lord" Joel 2:13 

God speaks through the prophets . And God waits patiently for wayward people to return to Hirn, yet they 
would not. The people didn't want to be called to repent. They were comfortable in their sin. The prophets 
continued to be rejected. And therefore, God's Word continued to be rejected-both His warnings of judgment 
and His promises of grace and every blessing. Just how bad was it? Well, after Jeremiah did speak God's Word. "All 
the people laid hold of him saying, 'You shall die! Why have you prophesied in the name ofYahweh, saying "This 
house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without inhabitant?""' 

To understand why they are so enraged, we have to understand the context. It's not;ust thatJeremiah is 
speaking God's Word against sin. Prophets do that all the time. Even a few remaining faithful priests on the fringe 
of Jerusalem's society might have been doing the same thing. But here Jeremiah equates their fate with Shiloh 
because of their sin. And this is what got their attention. 

Around 450 years earlier, Israel had the ark of the covenant, the very presence of God with them. This was 
before Solomon built the temple. North of Bethel, in the hill country of Ephraim, Shiloh had been the center of 
worship, where God was present with His people from the time of Joshua until Samuel. Ooshua 
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From time to time, Israel would go into battle at the command of God, and at the command of God take the 
ark with them. And they would prosper. They would be victorious. The problem is that the Israelites turned the ark 
into a good-luck charm. Rather than taking it at the command of God, with His assurance that He would be with 
them through the command to take the ark, they went into battle on their own, with the ark, not at the command of God. 
The arrogant and idolatrous thinking was ''as long as we have this with us, 1ve'// be fine. "Well, God was not pleased by 
this-their turning His symbol of His presence into a mere lucky trinket, an idol. So He allowed the Philistines to 
destroy Shiloh. And for a while the ark was captured by the Philistines. 

Back in chapter 7,Jeremiah said, "Do not trust in these deceptive words: 'This is the temple of Yahweh, the 



temple of Yahweh, the temple of Yahweh"' (verse 
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> because the people had done it again. They weren't going into 

battle carrying the ark. They apparently learned that lesson. But they didn't real!J learn the lesson, because they were 
doing it again. This time, it was the temple. As long as they had the temple, they thought they could do whatever 
they wanted. Lie, cheat, steal, murder, worship other gods. The thinking was, ''as long as we have the temple, God is with 
us, so we must not be all that bad. We'll just keep on doing what we've been doing, as long as 1ve have the temple." 

Enter Jeremiah. And he says they won't have the temple anymore. God will take it away because of the way 
they are living, because they are being unfaithful, because the temple has become Judah's idol. And people don't like 
having their idols taken away. Their response? Kill the preacher! 

Well, they don't. Not yet. God's Word prevails for a time. His prophet is preserved for a time. But the 
people don't really change. And we know this because the temple is taken away from them. Around twenty years 
later they are sent into exile for their unrepentant sin. 

"0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it. How often 
would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not 
willing!" Luke U:34 

History repeats itself. Jesus, is talking to God's chosen people. This was not God's first attempt to help His 
people. But Jesus would be God's last attempt. "Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 
fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son." Hebrews 1:1 

Here we are in the season of Lent. And through some honest reflection, with Jeremiah fresh in our minds, 
we need to ask ourselves a question. Do we at times make Jesus and His gifts into mere idols? And I'm not at all 
suggesting that Jesus is something other than Lord, Son of the Father, begotten before all worlds, true God and true man, 
etc. But do we have a Jesus of our own making? One where we think as long as we have that 'Jesus" we'll be fine? 
Instead of heeding His call to repentance and faith, do we try to keep some things in our lives away from His reach? 

'Well, I'll confess this sin, but to confess that one would be to admit that it's a problem. That would require I want to change, 
that I want to amend my sinful wqys, that I want to live an entire !ifi. of repentance. No, I'll just keep on living the wqy I have been, and 
I'll be good Because I have myflavor ojjesus, because I have my church building, because I have my Bible gathering dust on the she![, 
because I have a cross around my neck. " 

Would Jesus say, in our day, "O Pinetop, 0 Pinetop ... how I would have gathered you ... !"? 
The answer is Yes. Because that is what He says every week whether we have those words appointed or not. 
Jeremiah, in addition to God's stern words of warning, offered God's word of hope. "Now therefore mend 

your ways and your deeds, and obey the voice ofthe LORD your God, and the LORD will relent of the disaster that 
he has pronounced against you." 

Since you are here today, there is a pretty good chance that you are not refusing to be helped. You are here 
today because you know you need God's help, because you know you even need His help to recognize the areas 
where you need His help. And because you know that Jes us is your on!J help. Because even among us baptized 
children of God, sin remains ever present in our lives. And so, Jesus continues to gather us with words of warning 
and words of promise and hope. Repent. And believe. 

As we come here together to hear God's Word, we are here to admit to Him that we have sinned in all areas 
of our lives. That we do have idols, that we have unforgiveness in our hearts, that we have murder, theft, adultery in our 
thoughts, that we have not loved God with our whole heart, that we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. That 
we have, at times, treated worship, Bible study, devotional life as things that should earn us some holiness points. 
That we have looked down on others who disagree with us, questioning their faith life. That we have, at times, 
looked at a lack of temporal punishment as a sign of God being OK with our sin. 

And still, He gathers us here each week to hear both His call to repentance in all areas in our lives and His 
call to faith. Here He gathers us to hear how His wings were spread out and pinned to a cross so that He could 
gather and protect all who come to Him in true repentance and faith. And here's the irony: you can only fit under 
those protective wings, forgiving, and lifegiving wings if you bring all of your baggage with you. So here He 
continues to gather us to hear how He defeated sin and death for you. Here He gathers you to give you His gifts of 
faith, forgiveness of sins, salvation, and everlasting life. 

Yes, Jesus is a prophet, and more than a prophet. He is your crucified and risen Savior. He promises you 
forgiveness, life, and salvation. Hear Him calling today. 0 Jerusalem, 0 Jerusalem ... O Pinetop, 0 Pinetop. How 
often I have longed for you. Amen. 


