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Our reading today begins with these words, "Now about eight days after these sayings." 
This might make one wonder what had been said eight days earlier. 

About eight days before the transfiguration, Jesus had asked his disciples, "Who do you say 
that I am?" <9=

18
> Peter had responded with the great confession that Jesus is the Christ-the long

awaited Messiah. <9:
20

> So far, so good. 
But what Jes us said next must have sounded anything but good to the disciples. Jes us said, 

"The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests -
and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised." <9=

22
> That's a lot for the disciples to 

take in! Being raised must have sounded mysterious at the time, but the part about being killed was 
all too clear. 

And they'd barely had time to begin digesting that message about what lay ahead for Jesus 
when he followed it up with some difficult words about what lay ahead for them.Jesus said: "If 
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow 
me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will 
save it." <9=23-24

) 

This is the first time the word "cross" is mentioned in Luke's account. And while we know 
what it means in the context of Christianity, the disciples up to this point, would have only 
associated that word with shame and suffering and punishment for criminal activity. That's what the 
disciples would have heard. That was what lay ahead for these men. Their Messiah would be killed, 
and they would have lives of daily cross-bearing whatever that meant. And miraculously, they kept on 
following Jesus! 

And, so we come to the mountain top. Jesus takes with Him His specially selected 
companions: Peter, James, and John. Later on, these would be the same three He would take to the 
Garden of Gethsemane. Later on, as He prays there in that garden before His arrest, the disciples 
would fail to keep watch and instead fall asleep. 

Here, months before the exhausting events of Holy Week, this tired trio, these sleepy three 
Peter, John, and James had done what they usually do when they were alone with Jesus while He 
prayed. They go to sleep. And they do not see the majestic events as they begin to unfold. But when 
they wake up, what they see blows them away. They see Jesus lighting up the mountain top. They 
see Moses and Elijah talking with Him. 

Well, at this point Peter does what he usually does when he was in a confusing situation. He 
begins talking before he begins thinking. Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good that we are here. 
Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah." Luke then added 
that Peter did not know what he said. Impatient Peter, seeing two guys who have been dead for 
hundreds of years talking with a guy who, about a week ago he had confessed to be the Christ, 
somehow thinks it's a good idea to interrupt their conversation. Spoiler alert: It was not a good idea. 

God the Father interrupts Peter as he is uttering his foolish babbling and speaks through a 
cloud saying, "This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!" It's kind of like the Almighty 
Father is saying "Hry Peter! I gave you two ears and one mouth. Do you think there might be a reason for that? 
Mqybe you should listen more. Mqybe you should listen especial/y when M.,Y Son is talking. Stop being a Martha. 
Start being a Mary! (You'll find out what that means in one more chapterlj" 

When those words were first spoken by the Father about Jesus being the beloved Son, it was 
for His benefit as well as for the John and the.crowds witnessing it. The same holds true here. 



Jerusalem is in view from this mountain top. Not literally. It's many miles away with many 
mountains in between. But the mission that finds its fulfillment there is in focus. 

Moses and Elijah appeared and spoke of Jesus' "departure." At least that's how it's 
commonly translated. The Greek word used is "E~oooc;." Moses knew a little something about 
"exodus" having been God's instrument in leading Israel out of captivity. Elijah also knew 
something about "exodus" having been called out of this world and taken from it by God in a fiery 
chariot. Here stood two great men of faith, pillars of the Jewish tradition, men who often were given 
as representative examples encompassing all of God's recorded teaching up to this point. We don't 
know all the details of their conversation. We can speculate. But we do know they are talking with 
Jesus about His exodus. They are standing on one mountain top, looking ahead to another. But 
Peter at least, and possibly James and John also are fixated only on the mountain where they find 
themselves. 

It is part of our fallen human nature to want a savior who is spectacular. We like the show of 
glory that lights up the mountaintop. We like fireworks. We like light shows. We like fancy, showy 
displays that grab our attention. They are fun. They are entertaining. They make us feel good. We 
like to "ooh" and "ah" at all the miracles and wonders. This is the savior that we think we want. 

Here is the problem. We would be in big trouble if the spectacular display that lit up the 
mountaintop was the only God we knew. If the spectacular display that lit up the mountaintop was 
the only God we knew, then our relationship with God would be a relationship of punishment. 
Simply riding on the coat tails of Jesus is not enough. As spectacular as Jesus is in His prefigured 
glory, His glory revealed also reveals how short we fall from glory. God is holy and just. He must 
punish sin. We are wretched sinners. Therefore, God must punish us. That is, He must punish us if 
the spectacular display that lit up the mountaintop was the only God we knew. 

The transfiguration is a mountaintop epiphany that reveals Jesus as the Holy Son of God 
from heaven. He is indeed the Christ, the Son of the Living God. And that means He is the Christ 
who will go to another mountain near Jerusalem and die to take away all our sins. As the disciples all 
fall away and depart from His presence, He will depart from any worldly notion of glory and into 
the suffering of our sin. God must punish sin, but will not punish us. Instead, this very Christ will 
take our sin onto Himself and the punishment for sin will rain down on Him. In this way, He will 
stand in our place and satisfy the justice of holy God. This is the savior that we see on the 
mountaintop as He talks with Moses and Elijah. God the Father identifies this Savior and tells us to 
listen to Him. And what does He say? 

Most of us do not think about our departure, our exodus, very often. We are too busy living to 
spend much time thinking about dying. But Jesus does. He thinks about your exodus. He's been 
thinking about it from before the foundation of the world. 

And because your and my departure would otherwise be an eternally gruesome end, He says 
that He must suffer and be killed and on the third day rise. He says that He goes to prepa~e a place 
for you. He says that He will come again to take you to be where He is. He says that everyone who 
believes in Him, though he dies, yet shall he live. 

The season of Epiphany ends with the Transfiguration because it reveals Jesus as the one 
who must journey to the cross and sacrifice Himself for the sins of the world. Epiphany began with 
a star illuminating for the magi the Light of the World, and ends with the light of Christ as He 
reveals just a touch of the His eternal majesty. It also identifies Him as the Savior who will conquer 
your sin, your death, and the power the devil once had over you, as Jesus dies and rises from the 
dead. 

As we prepare to enter the season of Lent, it is good that we are here. May we ever listen to, 
follow, and believe the Word of our Savior. Amen. 


