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Newton's 3rc1 law of motion states that for every action in nature, there is an equal and opposite 
reaction. If you press on something, that something presses back. Of course, you might need to 
acknowledge and understand the basics of the first two laws of motion before you can apply this principle 
properly. An object either in motion or at rest will remain either in motion or at rest, until acted upon by an 
outside force. tst1aw ormotion And F=MA, Force= Mass times Acceleration. zndlaw ormotion 

With enough force to overcome mass, or enough resistance to counteract a force, you can cause all 
sorts of motion as objects act and react. There are so many applications: from simply walking, to opening a 
door, to hitting a baseball, to firing a gun. Even athletes, such as world-class Olympians, are employing these 
very principles with their bodies with skill and precision as they compete for pretty necklaces. 

At the core, the 3rd law of motion is all about action and reaction. And while you can't exactly quantify 
it in the same way as you can with elements, masses, and machines, you can actually apply this principle a 
little bit to human behavior. 

Action--reaction. When someone hurts us, we often naturally want to hurt them back. Growing up, if 
my brother hit me, I would hit him back. .. maybe even a little harder. Eye for an eye. Tit for tat. When 
someone does you wrong you desperately want karma to bite them in the end. "They'll get theirs," we might 
say. Entire legal systems throughout the ages have been codified on an action and reaction principle. 
Although we might call it action and consequences for actions. 

But it this works for doing good also. When you do something nice for someone, you might want 
them to do something nice for you. If I do you a favor, you might owe me a favor down the road. I scratch 
your back, you scratch mine. It is the way of the world. 

But in our Gospel reading today, Jesus tells us to abandon this principle, at least as we know it. He 
calls us to abandon the bumper sticker theology of the world which says, "don't get mad; get even" and live 
a life of radical change, radical love, and radical sacrifice. 

A disciple of Jesus is hated, but responds with love. A disciple is cursed, but responds with blessing. 
A disciple, instead of clinging to what is his or her own, gives freely what wasn't earned by someone else. 
This is the backwards, upside-down, reversed world of God's kingdom of grace and mercy in which Jesus 
calls us also to "be merciful even as your Father is merciful." 

Jesus is teaching us to do things that are completely against our natural tendencies. And in doing so, 
He exposes just how far short we fall from what God requires. How do we know that Jesus is exposing this 
sinfulness in us? Because we don't like what Jesus says here. Or even if we claim that we do like these words, 
we certainly don't act on them ... not all the time. 

When is the last time you had someone wrong you, and you responded in kindness rather than in 
kind? When is the last time someone cursed you, spoke evil of you, called you a name either to your face or 
behind your back, and you stopped to pray for their welfare, for their family, for their success in business 
and life, rather than run to the first person you could find to tell them all about it? 

I doubt many of us get into fisticuffs regularly. But what would you do? If someone did come up 
and pop you on the nose, the chin, the cheek. What would you do? I highly doubt any of your or my first 
reactions would be to offer something else to hit. No, we'd likely put up our dukes. 

I heard a story this past week about a guy who was called by his contractor. The house that was 
being worked on was broken into. All the tools were stolen. The contractor was frantic because the work 
needed to be done and he was worried about the delays. The homeowner was livid. At the end of the 
conversation the contractor said, "I pray that whoever it was gets some happiness and use out of those 
tools." How many of us would react that way? I know when I heard it, the contractor's response did not 
match what I expected at least. · 



The Word of God acts upon us and we react. And often, especially in these teachings directly from 
Jesus, our reaction is sinful resistance to the kind of life to which He is calling us. Because even though His 
words have power, you might even say "force," we are dense. And it takes an entire life of discipleship to 
walk the way our Lord walked. And to be honest, we never really will on this side of eterniry. 

Who among us would stand in a garden in the middle of the night as soldiers approached with 
torches and spears and swords and just stand there? Might we also draw our swords in reaction? Maybe cut 
off somebody's ear? But Jesus did stand there. He could have commanded more than twelve legions of 
angels to come to His defense, (Matthew 

26
'
23

) but He stood there and took it as they took Him. 
Who among us would remain silent as fists and whips struck our face and body, and pierced our 

hands and feet? Or better yet, who among us as they literally added insult to injury by mocking us would 
pray for them instead of curse their very existence? "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 
are doing." Luke 23:34 

Action-reaction. But this time it was God's turn. And His way of doing things is upside-down, 
backwards, and reversed from everything we would expect. What we meant for evil-rebellion in the 
garden, rebellion in the wilderness, resisting the prophets, hating and even killing they very Son of God
God worked for good. (Genesis 

50
'
20

) The sin of the world-your sin, my sin-cost God His life. Because that is 
God's reaction to our action of sin-death. 

But not only death ... new life also. "For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the 
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive." 1 

Corinthians 

15:21-22 

God's force of forgiveness acted upon all of creation, putting sin to death, and raising to life all who 
believe in His Son. Yes, this means a bodily resurrection on the last day, just as Christ was raised bodily 
from the dead on the third day. But also that means that your eternal life has started now. Your new life has 
started now. 

1 John 4:19 tells us "We love because He first loved us." An outside force has acted upon us . We 
were a people in motion, but we weren't going the right way. And apart from the working of the Word and 
Holy Spirit, we would have keep straying off further and further away from God. But the Word of God has 
come to us-it is coming to us today-and causing us to rest in Christ and react in radical ways that the world 
would consider foolish. 

Like Newton's laws of motion, this Biblical principle also has many applications, however difficult 
they may be to quantify. We love because God loved us first. We don't hold grudges, but rather are seeking 
reconciliation with others because God first reconciled Himself to us in Christ Jesus. We forgive because 
God forgave us first. We pray for others, even those undeserving of our prayer, because Christ first prayed 
for us. We give because God gave to us first, everything we need for this body and life and also His only Son 
for our salvation and eternal body and life. 

The life of discipleship in Christ is an opposite reaction for us. Opposite from the way the world 
works. Opposite from the way our Old Adam works. But is it an equal reaction for us? Not on this side of 
eternity. Not equal to God's, because His was a complete and completed reaction, a complete and 
completed reversal of the effects of your sin. For us, we are works in progress as the Holy Spirit continues 
to force us, to prompt us, to guide, and teach us through the Word. We call this sanctification. 

As baptized child of God, bought with the blood of Jesus shed for us on the cross, we are being 
called out of the ways of the world which seeks revenge and favors, and being called into God's way of 
lavish love, forgiveness, grace, and mercy. 

In this life we will certainly resist. We will push against, pull away from, and try to go back to our old 
way of living time and time again. But the good news in this text and all of scripture is that God is opposite 
of us. He is not fickle like us but remains steadfast in His love. He is not selfish, but freely gives, at great 
cost to Himself. And He will never deal with you according to your sins (Psalm 

103
'
10l but instead offers His 

forgiveness, grace, and mercy in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


