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What Jesus says this morning sounds familiar to us. Blessed are you ... We've heard it before. 
In Matthew 5, Jesus sits down on a mountainside and speaks. We call this speech "the Sermon on 
the Mount." Here Jesus stands on a level place. We call this speech "the Sermon on the Plain." 

Many Christians out there will try to reconcile the two accounts from Matthew and Luke, 
claiming they are two views of one event. But it is a common practice for a preacher to deliver the 
same general sermon in multiple locations. The theme might be the same, but the details will change 
depending on the audience. Besides, there are too many differences to ignore. It's not just the 
location and the posture of Jesus that differs between these two accounts. There are other details we 
should be aware of. Matthew gives 8 blessings. Really there are nine, but the ninth is a reiteration of 
the eighth or perhaps a summary of the life of the entire line. So, let's just say eight. But Luke only 
gives four blessings. They are different, although we can see similarities with Matthew's account. In 
fact, sometimes it's easier to understand the meaning of Luke's if we read Matthew's first because he 
has some extra words. And Matthew has no corresponding "woe" for each of the blessings 
recorded. 

Additionally, in Matthew's account of the Sermon on the Mount, the people who are blessed 
are sort of anonymous. "Blessed are the poor in spirit ... Blessed are those who 
mourn ... Blessed are the meek. .. " and so on. (Matthew 51 •11 l We get the sense of ''those g191s" or ''some 
people somewhere." And while we would hope that these blessings from Jesus might apply to us, it's a 
little disconnected. Here in Luke, in the Sermon on the Plain, Jesus brings it home. The first part of 
verse 20 suggests that His words are for His followers. And He says, "Blessed are you ... " The 
crowds are probably listening in, but it seems Jesus specifically intended these words for His 
followers. And that makes this especially applicable for us. Not that Matthew's account isn't, but in 
this sermon, it's pretty clear. It's not a blessing for some people out there. It's a blessing.far you. But 
also, a word of warning.far you. In fact,faur corresponding words of warning for you. 

The Gospel readings of Epiphany leading up to today give an interesting context to our 
reading. Each of the Sundays leading up to the 6th Sunday reveal the divinity of Jesus in a material or 
pf?ysicalway-beginning with Epiphany proper, where the star appears to point to the birth of our 
Savior, (Matthew 21 · 12l then the Baptism of Our Lord, where the audible voice of the Father speaks of 
His Son and the Holy Spirit takes the bodily form of a dove to descend upon Him. (Luke 315·22l This 
pattern of visible signs and gifts continues throughout the rest of Epiphany as Jesus turns water into 
wine, 0° 21 · 11l walks out of a crowd trying to kill Him, (Luke 4'16·30l heals a man with an unclean spirit and 
grants physical healing to many others, (Luke 4'31 -44) and provides a large catch of fish. (Luke 51 · 11l 

With Jes us showing His divinity through physical signs and gifts, this Sunday's reading (and 
next Sunday's) acts to keep the pendulum from swinging too far in one direction or the other. With 
so many physical signs and works of God, we could be tempted to put our faith in these pf?ysical 
things and point toward earthjy gifts as signs of God's pleasure and favor. However, with the addition 
of this reading today, it is clear that the physical gifts are not the sure sign of blessing. 

Jesus does give us physical blessings. Food, clothing, house, home, family, land, animals, all 
that we have. He daily and richly provides all that we need to support this body and life. However, 
whether it's the miraculous or the mundane, the temporal, here-today-gone-tomorrow gifts are not 
the gifts and blessings that God became man to give. Yes, He gives us things to enjoy here and now, 
but that's not all. Christ comes to make us blessed .forever. 

In the ways of our world, people expect God to work in riches, satisfaction, joy, and praise. 
God bestows riches on His people so they might find satisfaction in life, experience joy, and receive 



praise for their work. That is what our world expects. 
But Jes us does something different, something disconcerting. Jes us teaches us how God 

works in a hidden way. God works in poverty not riches, hunger not satisfaction, weeping not joy, 
and rejection, not praise. 

With clear, contrasting parallelism, Jesus curses our cultural expectations. He says "woe" to 
those who are rich, satisfied, joyful, and praised. The good life of our world is not good for 
discipleship because our world tempts us to measure God's grace by the goodness we receive. 

It is not a sin to be rich, to have satisfaction, to experience joy, or to be praised ... but when 
you use these qualities to measure whether or not God is working in your life, you end up limiting 
God's Kingdom. With the worldly understanding, the Kingdom of God only includes certain people 
with certain experiences in life. 

Jesus curses that way of looking at things. But He does not only curse, He also blesses. And 
in that blessing, Jesus reverses things. This theme of a "great reversal" can be found throughout 
Luke's Gospel account which began in chapter 1 with the Magnificat which speaks of God filling the 
hungry with good things and sending the rich away empty, bringing down the mighty from their 
thrones and exalting the humble. (Luke 146· 55l Jesus reverses our blindness. He helps us see God in the 
most unlikely of places. Even in poorness. Even in hunger. Even in grief and mourning. Even in the 
face of ridicule and being ostracized simply for being a Jesus follower. 

Rev. Dr. David Schmitt, in pondering this reading, invites us to imagine what might have 
happened to one of the people gathered there to hear Jes us preach. 

A woman has travelled from Sidon into the region of Galilee to see Jesus. She knew because 
of her Gentile heritage she would not be welcome here. But she needed to see Jesus. She heard He 
could do amazing things. He could cast out demons and heal the sick. So, she brings her child to 
Jesus, and watches as power went out from Him and heals her daughter's blindness. 

If she had gone home at this point, she would have had an experience of the Kingdom, but it 
would be a limited kingdom. It would have been a place where God only works with riches, 
satisfaction, joy, and praise. 

But rather than go home, she stays. She listens to Jesus, and He opens up a richer, fuller 
kingdom for her. A kingdom that is coming to her now through gracious words. A kingdom that will 
come. Jesus said, "Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the Kingdom of God." His words 
were life-giving. They opened the Kingdom of Heaven to those who were counted the least. 

With four blessings, Jesus reveals how God's Kingdom is far wider than we could ever 
imagine. Poverty, hunger, weeping, and social rejection do not pose problems for God. In fact, God 
brings His blessings into these experiences. God cannot be limited by worldly possessions or 
experience. No, God has come to bring His Kingdom to all. 

This is the larger story of Jes us in Luke. With gracious power, Jes us comes to reclaim and 
redeem the world. Jesus will enter into situations of poverty, hunger, weeping, and rejection. And in 
those places, He brings about God's grace and blessing. 

Jesus promises to work in the places that our world would consider to be God-forsaken. He 
reveals this to us by His death on a cross. Jesus enters into painful humiliation. He dies the death a 
proud and greedy and adulterous generation deserves, all so He might rise and create a humble and 
faithful body of believers. He comes and brings this grace to you. Through Him your sins are 
forgiven, and your life is His. 

No matter what you're going through in this life, at this moment or the next, Jesus is with 
you. The God who created the heavens and the earth has promised never to leave you or forsake 
you. He has written that promise to you, not with money, food, happiness, or fame, but in the blood 
of His Son. His blessing is yours now, and will be fully revealed in the life to come in His Kingdom. 
Amen. 


